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Abt ho, KA a, 
Se END EPS 
FLEE ACE 
HE following Diſcourſes are ſent into the 


world, to obwiate the manifold miſconcep- 
tions and miſrepreſentations which the Author of 
them has lain under, As they contain all the grand 
points of Chriſhanity, and are a faithful epitome, 
of all the Author's Preaching, they wo1ll beſt jerve 
to declare what thoſe doctrines are, which, as a 
Miniſter of the Goſpel, he has thought it his duty 
to inculcate. Being thankful that he was edu- 
cated in the communion of the Church of England, 
| be 1s much more ſo, that in the ſame he hath 
been called to the honour of miniſtring in holy 
things. Her only authentic flandard of dofirine, 
exhibited in her Articles and Homilies, wwh:ch 
he was required ſolemnly to ſubſcribe, he profeſſes 
h1mfelf to be conſcientiouſly attached to, from a 
real perſuaſion that they contain the fslid truths 
of Gop's Word. How carefully he hath followed 
that form of found words, a compariſon of the 
enſuing Diſcourſes with thoſe Articles and Homi- 
lies will beſt determine. 


As by the Royal Declaration prefixed to the 

Articles he 7s forbidden, ſo he preſumes not to take 
them in any ſenſe but that which a literal aud 
grammatical conſtruction of them imports; and he 
knows no authority by which any Minifler of the 
Church of England can indulge himſelf in a greater 
latitude of interpretation. 
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Alus tbe Author cannot but regard ſulhſcriptiaus as 
bringing the ſoul under the deepeſt obligations to fin- 
cerity before the great Searcher of hearts, who re- 
quireth tt uth in the inward parts, he cannot think. 

of thoſeawho in any degree attow themſelves to trifle or 
prevaricate therewith, but as of men devoid of con- 

ſcience towards Gop, and of honejly towards man. 
That the Reader may have ſome general notion 
beforehand of what he is to expect; the following 
abjtratt of the enſuing Diſcourſes is laid before him. 


The Divinity of the SON and SPIRIT, co eternal 
and co-equal with theF ATHER, not the idol. monſler 
of inferior divinity, is here maintained, in full oppo- 

ſition to the Arian and Semi-Arian; whoſe G 
phemy, though more ſpecious, is not leſs real than the 
more avowed and open blaſphemy of the Socinian. 


The maintainers of the doftrine of the reftitude 
of human nature, and the freedom of man's choice 
to good as to evil, will find theſe proud imagi- 
nations attacked, he lepes laid low to the ground, 
even in the duſt, by the ſword of the Spirit, 
which is the word of Gop. The ffrong evidences 
of a fallen and corrupted nature, with its dire ef 

feets, are produced and confirmed; and the inabi- 
lity of man in his fallen ſtate to any thing but evil, 

clearly, he trufts, made manifeſt. - 

- -The extent, purity, and ſpirituality of God's 

Law are laid open, that the conſcience may diſcover 

and feel its tranſgreſſions againſt it, The eternal 

obligation of this Law is ſhewn; its awful ſanctions 

declared ; the impaſſibility cf cbeying it as a cove- 
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nant of life evinced; and conſequently the conviction 
of our flate, as a ſtate of helpleſs guilt, evidenced, 


be one great glorious and all-ſufficient oblation 
f the SON of Gop for the. fins of the world, as a 
true and real ſacrifice, atonement and prupitiation, 
is pleaded for; its neceſſity and influence proved; 
and the various bleſſings obtained for ſinners thereby, 


ſet forth, 


Faith, as the only means of jujtification and ac- 
ceplance with Go, is pleaded for, from conſidera- 
tions demonſtrating the 1 1 of righteouſneſs 
before Gob any other way. And as Works of any 

fort are not admitted as the condition of our pardon 
and acceptance with Gop, the poſition that we are 
juſtified by Faith only, is maintained and vin- 
dicated. "6 
The Works of Piety and Virtue which become 
men profeſſing godlineſs, are at large ones 
and the neceſſity of them enforced, from the only true 


principle of Faith which workethk by Love. The 
Antinomian blaſphemy is rebuked and cenſured. 


Finally, The means of Grace are ſtrongly urged, 
and the diligent uſe of them ſhewn to be the only 
method of obtaining advancement in the divine life. 


The bleſſedneſs of the religion of Tesus concludes 
the whole, as the natural reſult of the principles 


and practice above recommended. 


Theſe are the grand outlines of the following. 
Sermons; and as they are the mot eſſential matters 
TG which 
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which relate to ſalvation, they deſerve a ferious and 
attentive peruſal. 


The Goſpel of Car1sT alone ts the power of 
Gop unto falvation ; and though many among 
ourfekves have ariſen {peaking perverſe things, 
as if a man, whatever were his opinions, pro- 
vided be was ſincere in them and walked conſcien- 
troufly according to them, was in a ſtate of ſafety; 
yet the word of GoD ſeems to ſpeak differently, that 
there is ſalvation in no Name but that of 
Jesus. And our Reformers were not afraid 
of the cenſure 7 uncharitableneſs, when they de- 
nounced a curſe upon the maintainers of ſo latitu- 
dinarian an opinion. 


E ts earneſtly to be wiſhed, that every man who 
zs called a lover of truth may read without pre- 
judice, and judge with candor. As the great 
Searcher of on knows the deſign of theſe wwrit- 


ings, they are by earneſt prayer commended to 


lis bleſſing ; and ſhould they prove the means of 


bringing but one ſoul to the knowledge of JE Ss, 
and obedience to the truth, this labour of love will 
be amply repaid. | 


Remember, Reader, that awful day which is 
near, even at the door, when thou muſt anſwer 
for having ſeen, and J for having written theſe 
D:ſcourſes : Happy will it be, if we may then 
together give in our account with joy and not with 
forrow. # 


"Ocronan 5 „ 
„ T. H. 
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SER M ON I. 
Of Man's State of Innocence. 
* 


GENESIS I. 26. 


And God ſaid, Let us make man in our image, 
after our lifeneſs. 


HAT man once enjoyed a ſtate 
T of greater moral rectitude than he 
#* XX # doth at preſent was an opinion uni- 

verſally received in the heathen 


world. Their poets deſcribe this happy ſtate 
as favoured with the viſits of their gods, as 
diſtinguiſhed with the higheſt ſimplicity of 
manners, as bleſſed with the ſpontaneous 
productions of the earth, and abounding with 
umyerſal peace and joy ; from which con- 

B curring 
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curring circumſtances of felicity they have 
given it the title of The golden age.” Cor- 
rupted as their relations are, they plainly in- 
dicate the ſource from whence originally they 
aroſe; and amidſt all the dark ſhades of 
ignorance and error ſome bright ſtrokes of 


traditionary truth remain. For that man 


came not from the hand of his Creator the 
deformed and wretched creature he now ap- 
pears, is certain: and we are no longer left 
to vague traditions and uncertain conjectures 
about it, but enjoy from the mouth of him, 


whoſe hand faſhioned and formed us, the 


account of his own workmanſhip. 


The creation of the heavens and the earth, 
with all their hoſts, by the Almighty. fer, is 
in the preceding verſes with the moſt ſublime 
ſimplicity and brevity declared to us: when, 
to grace their new creation, and as the laſt 
ſtroke of infinite wiſdom, power and love, 
conſultation is held between the divine per- 
ſons „ and man is the reſult of it: Man, to 
be created in the image of Gop, as his re- 
preſentative and vicegerent here below, and 
as the head of the whole family on earth, by 
whom they ſhould render unto their great 
Creator due homage and adoration. 


He 


B Gen. 1. 26, 
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He ſpake and it was done: for will and 
deed with Goo continually coexiſt. Behold 
then the man! created after the image of 
* Gop ”: adorned with every perfection of 


mind and body the nature he poſſeſſed was 


capable of; and receiving the divine appro- 
bation, pronouncing him“ very good *. 


This happy ſtate of man, though but of 
ſhort duration, well deſerves our conſidera- 
tion. Whether to affect our hearts in the 
view of what we are, compared with what 
we were deſigned to be, or to endear to us 
the Redeemer, the ſecond man from heaven, 
ordained to be the repairer of the breach the 
fall hath made; or finally to make us long 
after the reſtoration of this original righte- 
ouſneſs in part below, and to wait in hope 
for the fulneſs of it above; when our Re- 
demption obtained for us and begun on earth 
ſhall be completed in heaven. 


I ſhall endeavour therefore, agreeable to 
the words choſen, To ſet before you ſome 
views of man ſuch as he was originally cre- 
ated ; Shew you the bleſſing and felicity he 
B 2 enjoyed ; 


* Gen. i. 31. 
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enjoyed: Indicate the cauſe of his departure 
from it; and how we are affected thereby. 


”" Gop made man upright, his own 
image was ſtamped upon him, as far as his 
nature could be he was a faithful mirror, re- 
flecting the wiſdom, righteouſneſs, and ho- 
lineſs of his Creator. Gop's great deſign in 
all his works is the manifeſtation of his own 
glory. Gop's glory is then manifeſted when 
the thing formed anſwers exactly the end 
for which he created it. All the creatures in 
their place and ſtate, from the higheſt arch- 


angel to the loweſt of rational beings, are 
therein, by the law of their nature as de- 
pendents, called upon to faſhion themſelves 
after the rule preſcribed by their great Ori- 


ginal. They are then perfect in their gene- 
ration when they do ſo, and Gop 1s glorified 
in them. Man in innocence was thus“ per- 


fect and entire, lacking nothing :® his heart 
had written upon it the approbation of Gop's 
will, and poſſeſſed a diſpoſition to obey in 
whatever particulars it might be revealed to 
him; ſo that in general the whole frame of 
bis nature exactiy coincided with the rule of 
5 yu duty. FIDE. 


rr | But 
3 Ecclef, vii. 29; 
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But to take a a more minute ſurvey of his 
ſituation. 


of nis intellectual powers. Gov in 
cr Sung the firſt man after his own inne 
1 cated him in knowledge wer 


His natur al knowledge of he world in 
which he was placed, and all the things and 
creatures around him, was no doubt moſt 
exact and comprehenſive. A ſpecimen of 
which we have immediately after his creation, 
when * Go brought unto Adam every beaſt 
* of the field, and every fowl of the air, to 
* ſee what he wauld call them; and whatſo- 
ever Adam called every living creature, that 
Was the name thereof . But this was the 
leaſt conſiderable part of his knowledge. 


Ile had the cleareſt knowledge of GOD 
himſelf, as the author of his being, in whom 
he lived and moved“; of the bright per- 
fections of the IEUO VA, who had made all 
things around him to cry aloud, and pro- 
claim his wiſdom, grace and power, and of 
the peculiar obligations lying upon him, nat 
only as a dependent ſubject, but as a favoured 
| B 3 child; 


Coloſſ. iii. 10. Gen. ii. 19. 
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child ; in whom therefore the conſtraints of 
love united with the bonds of duty. 


He had the moſt perfect views of the rule 
of his obedience. Knowledge mult precede 
obedience, Where no law is, there is nei- 
ther tranſgreſſion nor obedience. Where no 
knowledge is, the law cannot bind. And 
per fection of obedience can only follow from 
Per get views of the rule preſcribed and con- 
viction of the obligation to obey. But this 
the ſirſt man had, and he knew alſo that the 
laws he was under were not merely arbitrary 
commands, but in themſelves moſt holy, juſt 


and gαοd, fit for Gop to enjoin, and meet 


for him to obey, reſulting from the very re- 


lation they bore to each atk; and withal 


that to ſubmit to theſe laws was pc rfect free- 


dom, his own happineſs ariſing from the 
exactneſs of his conformity to them. 


2. Of his moral powers. Theſe corre- 
ſponded with the intellectual. Whatever his 
underſtanding propoſed as fit, his will readily 
conſented to. Gon had written his law, not 
as afterwards on tables of ſtone, but deeper 
on the fleſhly tables of his heart. In this 


diſpoſition to righteouſneſs and true holineſfs 


did his likeneſs to Gop eſpecially conſiſt. 
The 
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The excellence and perfection of obedience 
depends on the full and free choice and ap- 


probation of the will. Hence after the firſt 


fin man's unrighteouſneſs appears, and con- 
fiſts moſt 1n the alienation of his will from 
Gop. This in its original was as exact a 
copy of Gop's will, as the impreſſion. on the 
wax 1s of the correſponding ſeal ; and it fol- 
lowed invariably, as the needle doth the pole, 
the manifeſtation of Duty which Gop revealed. 
His will was not formed and ſet merely in a 
ſtate of equal freedom to chooſe the good and 
refuſe the evil; nor reſted in an indifference 
to either; (for this would have been in itſelf 
faulty, as Gop's ſervice to a will rightly con- 
ſtituted can never appear a matter of indif- 
ference and indetermination ; ) but it was 
habitually inclined to good, and averſe to 
evil: ſo that whilſt yet the power of falling 
remained, 1ts natural bent was fixed intenſly 
in obedience to the divine commands. No 
neceſſity indeed impelled it. For what glory 
could have ariſen to Gop from ſervice con- 
ſtrained and neceſſary? Or what obedience, 
properly ſo called, could man have ſhewn, 
if fate, not choice, had determined his con- 
duct? The freedom of his ſervice was that 
wherein he was to anſwer the end of his 

B 4 Creation. 
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creation. Hence aroſe the mutability of his 
ſtate; though free to ſtand, yet free to fall. 
Vet not ſo free to fall as ſtand; whilſt all 
things within and without him conſpired to 
engage his heart to Go; and to fix unwa- 
vering his choice on that WING n 


e IO 2nd ice 


3. His affections paſſions, and all the in- 
fertor faculties of the ſoul, were framed in 
due ſubſerviency to the great defign, as ſo 
many ready ſervants to CONES — 
ny and the will ons; 


Thus the « entire ſoul of man was then the 
habitation of the Deity. He daily beheld, 
what he required, the univerſal ſervice paid 
him. "Theſe paſſions, now become fo tur- 
bulent and unruly, each miniſtred in hum- 
ble ſubjection before the LoD. Love ſtood 
before the altar, and pouring on the ſacred 
incenſe, kept up the hallowed flame. H A- 


' TRED or Six (for yet no other ground of 


hatred was known) hatred of fin guarded 
every avenue of the temple, and kept the 
gates that nothing mi ight enter which detleth 
or maketh unclean. © Hop lifted up her 
hands and eyes to heaven, and ſhewed, by 

| the 
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Serm. 1. Of Man' State , Innocence. 9 
the intenſeneſs of her countenance, where her 
anchor fixed. Fear, with reverential awe, 
bowed down before the ſanctuary, where yet 
no veil had hid the preſence of the Deity: 
Joy. told its raptures in hoſannas of never- 
ceaſing praiſe; and ſought on earth to join 
thoſe ſongs which beings of ſuperior excel- 
lence poured forth before the throne of Gop. 
Whilſt Memory unfolded: the volume of 
divine mercies, and ſtood in pleaſing con- 
templation revolving the paſt tranſactions. 
And Coxscitnce, yet unſullied, beheld; as 
God's vicegerent, the hallowed ſervice, and 
=” its * as the voice of Gon. 


Thus was his ſoul beautiful in holinefs 
and his body, where yet unbridled appetite 
and lawleſs luſt had found no place, yielded 
every member an inſtrument of righteouſneſs 

unto: holineſs. Such was man. Gop be- 
1 held and bleſſed them, and bid them mul- 
Y tiply and repleniſh the earth , that there 
might be a generation to ſerve him, ſharing 
in all their parents excellence. Go p could 
not but be pleaſed | with the work of his 
hands ; and, as the preſent mark of his re- 
gard, crowned him with glory, honour, bliſs 
and immortality. 


1. Man 


53 Gen. i. 28. 
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1. Man enjoyed a ſtate of great glory. Tt 
1 the conjecture of an ingenious author, that 
man in innocence was clothed with a viſible 


glory : ſuch as we ſtill image to ourſelves, 


whenever we form an idea of an angelic vi- 
ſton ; or according to that repreſentation of 
the Pſalmiſt, that when Gop appears, he 
clothes himſelf with light as with a gar- 
* ment.” It muſt be owned, that there 1s 
more than one text of ſcripture that ſeems to 
allude to this. And the tranſaction on the 
mount, when the * body of Jzsus was tranſ- 
* figured, and became white and gliſtering **, 

compared with the promiſe, of“ being made 
like unto his glorious body at the reſurrec- 
tion day, ſeems to make it not improba- 
ble, that ſuch external irradiation might be 
the attendant on man's innocence until ſin 

had uncovered his nakedneſs. Beſides, if 
Mc/-s by once beholding, not the face of Gop, 

put his back parts only, brought down from 
that viſion * a glory on his countenance, 


1 which the children of Mael could not look 
upon „ why might not the frequent, and 
as it ſeems familiar intercourſe, which man 


in Nini had with che bleſſed Gop, leave 


deeper 
6 Matt. xvii. 2. 7 Phil. iii. 21. 


5 Exod. xxxiv. 30, 33. 
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deeper impreſſions of glory behind it? But 
however this may be, we are ſure his body 
became the divine Architect. The laſt and 
moſt excellent of all his works below. And 
if, corrupted as it is now become, we cannot 
without ſome admiration regard it,“ fo fear- 
fully and wonderfully is it made? what 
may we not conceive of its paradiſaical glory? 
His ſoul, the foregoing deſcription intimates 
to have been ſurpaſſing excellent: and united, 
ſuch a body and ſuch a foul could not but 
form a creature, that, as the ſun in the 
firmament, ſhone forth the chief of all the 
works of Gon. 


2. Honour was heaped on him with a li- 
beral hand. By nature, but little lower 
„than the angels . By grant, endowed 
with a dominion coextenfive with the re- 
gions he was placed in. The univerſal mo- 
narch of this lower world, and all things in 
it. © Gop put all things under his feet, all 
* Es and oxen, the beaſts of the field, and 
the fowls of the air, and whatſoever paſſeth 
© through the paths of the ſea''®, The ma- 
jeſty of man impreſſed an awe upon the 
whole 


o Pal, cxxxix. 14. © Pal. viii, 5. 
u Pfal. viii. 6, 7, 8. | 
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whole creation; their Maker 8 viſible _ 
ſentative on earth. 


0 


3. Bleſſings fubrounded b on every kde. 
Within every thing was peaceful and ſerene. 
His ſoul, like the ſmooth ſurface of the ſea, 
unruffled by the leaſt blaſt of air, had yet felt 
no tumult of contending corruption; but ſa- 
tisfied in itſelf, and conſcious of its innocence, 
was repleniſhed with conſolations as from * a 
* well of water ſpringing up into everlaſting 
life“ *: whilſt above all, the preſence and 
favour of Gop, the moſt intimate and en- 
deared communion with him, and the con- 
ſtant notices of his love, could not but miniſter 
the moſt raviſhing delight. And without, 
all nature was formed to miniſter not only to 
his wants, but innocently to gratify his ſenſes. 
Whatever was pleaſant to the ſight, or good 
„for food **®, aroſe in Eger's happy ground; 
the * almighty huſbandman had planted it“, 
purely to bleſs. his favourite man: and what 
could be wanting, where Gop PRE to 
prepare for him a reſidence of bliſs? -. 


751 


TIC 


4. Emnirtality, 1 the whole. What 
ki was, he would for ever have been: or if 


161 P1215 any 
John iv. 14. 13 Gen. ii. 9. 
1 John xv. 1. Gen. ii. 8. ſr 
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any. change ſucceeded, 1t would have been a 
change from glory to glory. When tranſlated 
to a higher place of bliſs, his obedience, how- 
ever undeſerving the reward, ſhould be ſtill 
more abundantly repaid. * The tree of life 
ſacramentally ſealed the continuance of his 


bliſs, whilſt he perſiſted in obedience. And 


the declaration concerning * the tree of know- 


edge implied farther in it a promiſe, that 


his life ſhould be eternal if he did not eat of 
the forbidden fruit. In its conſtitution, the 
natural body either had not the ſeeds of diſ- 
ſolution, or ſome powerful quality implanted 
in the tree of life might prevent it, or from 
Gon the fountain of life his body might im- 
mediately' be fed with living ſtreams. Cer- 


tain it is, that death and all its hateful evils, 
diſeaſe, decay and pain were unknown, until 


ſin broke down the wall, and introduced me 


moni Pg with woe. 


bie fach high favours, to be contin 


to his poſterity, Gop might juſtly have de- 


manded from him whatever marks of alle- 
giance and fidelity he choſe to impoſe : but 


herein, how wondrous was the divine good- 
neſs! he would not debar him the leaſt ſa- 
VA tisfaction 


35 Gen. il. 9. * Gen. it, 17. 
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tisfaction he enjoyed; but choſe only one ſingle. 
tree to be the teſt of his obedience, *® forbid-: 
ding him to eat of it on penalty of death. 
The thing was in itſelf indifferent; the com- 
mand of Gop enjoined it; it was the moſt 


ealy to be complied with; and ſimply re- 
quired acquieſcence in the divine will. Who 
would not have been content to reſt the iſſue 


of his life and death on ſuch a teſt, eſpecially 


in the hands of One ſo highly furniſhed with 
every good and perfect gift? | 


Yet here, aſtoniſhing to tell! the ſcripture 
informs us that man, through the ſuggeſ- 
tions of the devil, was ſeduced. His heart, 
led firſt by reaſoning to entertain unhallowed 
defires after knowledge ; then looking until 
tuft kindled, he is at laſt tempted to ® pluck 
* and eat *: and as the fatal conſequence, 
fo forfeit all his bliſs, bring down the wrath 
denounced, and render himſelf obnoxious to 
death ſpiritual, temporal and eternal. Short 
is the dire deſcription : yet long and dread- 
fully felt the iſſue. A thouſand queſtions 
which follow from the pride which now poſ- 
ſeſſes us, of why and how this was permitted, 
the holy Ghoſt hath been pleaſed not to re- 

5 : ſolve. 

Gen. ij. 17, 15 Gen. iii. 6. 
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ſolve. He relates the ſimple fact, commands 


implicit faith. To reaſon here is to diſpelieve; 
that ſo it was, is enough for us to know. 


How deeply we are affected by the firſt 
man's diſobedience, what we feel may tell us. 


Adam, our father and repreſentative, in whom 


the whole nature of man then ſubſiſted, 
tainted his blood by this atrocious act of trea- 
ſon. An act of the moſt complicated baſeneſs 
and unprovoked rebellion. We were in his 
loins. In Adam all died *?. By one man fin 
* entred into the world, and death by fin; and 
* ſo death paſſed upon all, foraſmuch as all 
* have ſinned . Man's nature is wholly 
fallen under the curſe. And as our Articles 
declare © every child of Adam born into the 
ee world, doth for this deſerve God's wrath 
e and damnation **.” I ſhall reſt here for 
the preſent, purpoſing to conſider more diſ- 
tinctly the conſequences of the fall in ſome 
enſuing diſcourſes : concluding the preſent 
with the following obſervations, 


Js What an alteration hath paſſed on the 
nature of man? How is the gold become 


2 dim! How is the moſt fine gold changed? 


Who 


19 1 Cor. xv. 22. 20 Rom. v. 12. 
Article IX. #* Lam. iv. 1. 
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Who can reflect on the firſt beauteous image, 
and withhold a tear of ſorrow? * How art 
” thou fallen, ſon of the morning“? 


When Judah's ſons, eſcaped from the houſe 
of their priſon, returned to Sion to build 
again the temple of the Loxo, the new foun- 
dation could be laid only by removing the 
ſplendid ruins of the deſolated ſanctuary ; then 
came the remembrance of its former glories 
freſh into their mind, and“ they wept aloud *. 
And have not we greater cauſe of ſorrow, 
when we review the ſpiritual temple of the 
moſt High laid deſolate, and * ſwept with 
the beſom of deſtruction ©? Yea, when we 
feel our own concern in it, and find by na- 
ture in our hearts ſo doleful a contraſt to 
that original excellence, when man was * po- 
* liſhed after the ſimilitude of a palace. 
Now alas! deſolation fits on the threſhold, and 
within darkneſs and ruin are fpread abroad. 
The glory is departed from us; Gop hath 
forſaken us. Guilt ſpreads its gloomy horrors 
over the ſoul; fear trembles at the conſciouſneſs 
of certain judgment; the voice of joy is fled, 
and ſorrow utters her remedileſs cries. The 
fiends of darkneſs ſhed their baleful influence 
around, and Satan, now become the ſovereign 
lord, 


23 Ezra ili. 12, 24 Pſal, cxliv. 12. 
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lord, opens wide the gate, to welcome in 
every unclean and hurtful beaſt. Pride, 
malice, rancour, revenge, unbridled appetite, 
and inordinate concupiſcence, with all their 
train, take up their abode in what was once 
Gop's temple: and death, dreadful monſter! 
death before unknown! ſtalks with his iron 
mace along the ruined fabric, continuing to 
beat it wholly down, and lay it low even in 
the duſt. O! who ſhall reſtore our deſola- 
tions, and build up again theſe waſte m 
* of many generations ! | 


2. The pride of man refuſing to ſubmit to 
the declarations of Gop, hath been one chief 
cauſe of the continuance of this his miſerable 
eſtate. The account which Gop hath given, 
men will not believe; puffed- up by their 
fAeſhly mind, and vain in their own imagi- 
nations, they have preſumed to reaſon againſt 
the divine truth inſtead of ſubmitting to it; 
and will not allow any ſuch effects to have 
flowed from one man's diſobedience, as thoſe 
above deſcribed: much leſs that Gop's wrath 
and damnation juſtly lies againſt the millions 
of our nature yet unborn **. For as all the 
1 proceedings of Gon in the re- 

C demption 
25 Ifai- Ixi. 4. 26 Article IX. 
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Who can reflect on the firſt beauteous image, 
and withhold a tear of forrow ? * How art 
” thou fallen, ſon of the morning“? 


When Judah's ſons, eſcaped from the houſe 
of their priſon, returned to Sion to build 
again the temple of the Loxp, the new foun- 
dation could be laid only by removing the 
ſplendid ruins of the deſolated ſanctuary; then 
came the remembrance of its former glories 
freſh into their mind, and“ they wept aloud *. 
And have not we greater cauſe of ſorrow, 
when we review the ſpiritual temple of the 
moſt High laid deſolate, and“ ſwept with 
the beſom of deſtruction ©? Yea, when we 
feel our own concern in it, and find by na- 
ture in our hearts ſo doleful a contraſt to 
that original excellence, when man was! po- 
* liſhed after the ſimilitude of a palace. 
Now alas! deſolation fits on the threſhold, and 
within darkneſs and ruin are fpread abroad. 
The glory is departed from us; Gop hath 
forſaken us. Guilt ſpreads its gloomy horrors 
over the ſoul; fear trembles at the conſciouſneſs 
of certain judgment; the voice of joy is fled, 


and ſorrow utters her remedileſs cries. The 


fiends of darkneſs ſhed their baleful influence 
around, and Satan, now become the ſovereign 
lord, 


23 Ezra ili. 12. 24 Pſal, cxliv. 12. 
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lord, opens wide the gate, to welcome in 
every unclean and hurtful beaſt. Pride, 
malice, rancour, revenge, unbridled appetite, 
and inordinate concupiſcence, with all their 
train, take up their abode in what was once 
Gop's temple: and death, dreadtul monſter! 
death before unknown |! ſtalks with his iron 
mace along the ruined fabric, continuing to 
beat it wholly down, and lay it low even in 
the duſt. © O! who ſhall reſtore our deſola- 
© tions, and build up again theſe waſte places 
of many generations 


2. The pride of man refuſing to ſubmit to 
the declarations of Gop, hath been one chief 
cauſe of the continuance of this his miſerable 
eſtate. The account which Gop hath given, 
men will not believe ; puffed up by their 
fleſhly mind, and vain in their own imagi- 
nations, they have preſumed to reaſon againſt 
the divine truth inſtead of ſubmitting to it; 
and will not allow any ſuch effects to have 


flowed from one man's diſobedience, as thoſe 


above deſcribed: much leſs that Gop's wrath 


and damnation juſtly lies againſt the millions 


of our nature yet unborn **. For as all the 
ſubſequent proceedings of Gon in the re- 
C demption 

25 Iſai Ixi. 4. 26 Article IX. 
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demption of man, are ſo intimately connected 
with this firſt view; where this is miſunder- 
ſtood or perverted, there the need of the Son 
of Gop, the neceſſity of an atonement, the 
want of another repreſentative, and all the 
procedures ot divine grace, muſt be nuſtaken 
or denied. From hence have ſprung the he- 
relies of Pelagius, Arius, Secinus, and the 
Deiſts. Man's fall, as it is recorded in ſcrip— 
ture, they will not receive, and, unacquainted 
with the depth of our miſery, ſee not the ne- 
ceſſity of the greatneſs of our remedy. 


3. We cannot but admire the wondrous 
grace of God, that had compaſſion upon 
miſerable man; and would not execute upon 
him the death he had deſerved; but with the 
declaration of his high diſpleaſure opens to 
him yet a door of hope in the promiſe of 
the ſced of the woman who ſhould bruiſe 
# the ſerpent s head“ Gop hath not left 
us, as he left the angels that ſinned to their 
place of torment but hath raiſed up a new 
ſalvation for us; hath appointed us another 
and ſafer Covenant- Head, the ſecond Adam, 
by whom we may eſcape from the dreadful 
ruins of the tranſgreſſion under the firſt co- 

venant. 


27 Gen. 111. 15. 
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venant. This ſeed ſhall break our bonds 
from off our neck: he ſhall deliver us from 
the power of Satan: he (hall ” raiſe up our 
# ruined tabernacle which is fallen, and cloſe 
up the breaches thereof; he ſhall raiſe up its 
* ruins, and build it as in the days of old © *. 
The manner how he ſhall effect this, by his 
incarnation, death, interceſſion, and final re- 
demption of us, ſhall hereafter be more fully 
opened. Yet here it becomes us to trace God's 
love in the firſt beam of Goſpel-grace *?, that 
darted forth upon fallen Adams ſoul, and in- 
ſpired him (for nothing elſe could have done 
it) with ſentiments of repentance towards a 
pardoning Gop. May we fee in this firſt 
promiſe the rich grace of our Jenovan, and 
feel a deep ſenſe of the divine compaſſions and 
mercies; and as we trace the growing diſco- 
veries of theſe towards man more fully ma- 
nifeſted, may they have an increaſing and 
more effectual influence on all our hearts, and 
engage us to return to Him, from whom we 
have ſo greatly departed. 


** Amos ix. 11. Gen. ul. 18. 
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Of the Corruption of human Nature. 


See eee 


ROM ANS v. 18. 


By the offence of one, judgment came upon all men 
to condemnation. 


NN HE Apoſtle in theſe words affirms 
FT T the univerſality of that guilt under 
5% which the whole human race lieth 
| at preſent. He had in the begin- 
ning of the Epiſtle proved by ſcripture and 
experience, that“ Jews and Gentiles were all 
concluded under fin ' *; and conſequently 
expoſed to ſuffer the penalty annexed to every 
tranſgreſſion of diſobedience. In this and 
the foregoing verſes he traces up fin to its 
origin, and ſhews by what means it entred 
C 3 into 
Sal. üi. 22. 
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into the world, and maintains its dominion ; 
namely, by the firſt man's fall, and the 
corruption of nature which thence enſued : 
which points he labours to fix upon their 
hearts, both as a ground of deep and abiding 
humiliation, in the view of their deplorable 
ſituation by nature, and as containing the 
ſtrongeſt motive to embrace and highlyeſteem 
that Goſpel of the revelation of the grace of 
Gob, wherein * life and immortality were 
* again brought to hght *”; and a relief 
provided adequate to the neceſſity of fallen 


ſinful man. (NED 31 


” 


The knowledge of this our fallen ſtate from 
icripture, and a clear conviction of its truth 
from experience, are ſtill the chief means the 
holy Ghoſt uſes to bring men into the duſt 
of abaſement, to plead for the mercy held 
forth in CHRIST Jesus. * He convinceth us 
„ of ſin, then of righteouſneſs * *, Our diſ- 
eaſe muſt be felt before our remedy can be 


ſought. © Jesvs came to ſeek and fave only 


that which was loſt *. They that are whole 
need not a phyſician, but they that are 


13 1 ick 5 ne 
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Yet here the many ſtumble. Through 
unacquaintedneſs with the truth of their real 
eſtate, they * think more highly of them- 
„ ſelves than they ought to think *; either 
conceiting that man is ſtill by nature as up- 
right as ever, or at leaſt that ſuch powers 
and abilities remain with him, that he is of 
himſelf capable of pleaſing Gop by the right 
exerciſe of his own reaſon and exertion of 
his ſincere endeavours : or, as ſome imagine, 
that though of himſelf he is inſufficient, yet 
the holy Spirit helping his infirmities, he hath 
ſtill ſome moral powers remaining, which if 
he will exert ſhall effectually procure his ac- 
ceptance with Gop. All which high imagi- 
nations, whilſt entertained, cannot but puff 
up the vanity of man, naturally proud, and 
lead him to depend either more or leſs on 
himſelf, inſtead of ſubmiting in helpleſs ſelf- 
deſpair to him, who is mighty to fave *; 
whoſe office it is * to juſtify the ungodly *, 
and with deliverance from the puniſhment, 
to ſave his people from the power of their 

in. 


For the undeceiving of ſuch as theſe; for 
the information of Gich as deſire to know the 
C 4 truth ; 


* Rom. x11. 3. 
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truth; for the confirmation of the faith of 
the ſincere, and for the greater humiliation of 


all, I ſhall endeavour at this time to prove 


it a Fact, 


That man is fallen, wholly fallen from Gop. 


May the Spirit of Gop aſſiſt me with clear- 
neſs of argument, and fend conviction of the 
truth to every man's conſcience, giving you 
an underſtanding to know the Scriptures * 
and yourſelves. 


T am to prove to you that man is a fallen 
creature; yea, wholly departed from Gov. 
And here I ſhall make uſe of two chief argu- 
ments, namely, the teſtimony of the ſcriptures 
and univerſal experience ; each of which, I 
truſt, will convince thoſe who reverence the 
authority of Gop, and coolly examine the 
evidence, that our ſtate is truly deplorable 
and corrupted. O! that it may lead every 
ſoul of us to him, who alone is able to fave 
to the uttermoſt, all who come unto Gon 
$3 by him T's 


1/}, The teſtimony of the ſcriptures. And 
in a point of ſuch weight and importance, 
you 

7 Heb. vii, 25 
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you may be ſure to meet with the ſtrongeſt 
aſſertions of it. I will ſele& a few of the 
principal, as they lie in their order, and open 
their contents that we may feel their force. 


That Gop made man after his own image 
you have heard; an image to have been per- 
petuated to his poſterity, had he continued 
in obedience, He fell: Gop's image was 
effaced. The curſe hath ſucceeded, When 
Adam therefore begat a ſon, the holy Ghoſt 
peculiarly notes, that it was“ in his own 
# likeneſs * , not the likeneſs of Gop, in 
which originally he gloried, but of his fallen 
nature: a pregnant evidence of which pre- 
ſently enſued, when brother imbrued his 
hands in brother's blood, ſoon after, if not 
in the very act of facrificing, the appointed 
means of acknowledging their gwlt, and the 
ſeaſon when they were peculiarly called upon 
to be humbled for and repent of it. 


From ſuch an early ſpecimen of man's na- 
ture, we may the leſs wonder at the follow - 
ing relation. When Gop ſaw the earth 
* filled with violence, and that the wicked- 
© nels of man was great in the earth, for 

every 
Gen. v. 3. 
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* every imagination pf the thoughts of his 
® heart was only evil continually? *. Such 
is his deſcription, who knew what was in 
„man“. The heart of man was then evi; 

yea every thought of 1t ; yea every imagination, 
before the thought is framed or deſire per- 
fected : it was evil and orly evil, not the leaſt 
mixture of ſpiritual goodneſs remaining; nor 
was any moment excepted, evil continually 
flowed, as the ſtream from the fountain. 


But it may be objected, the evil mentioned 
here was not natural but acquired; that men 
were not born wicked, but made themſelves 
ſo. This point then let the next declaration 
of Gop determine. Does he not ſay to No 
after the flood, in the view. of: generations 
yet unborn, that he © will not again curſe the 
ground for man's fake”, though the ſame 


provocation would again and muſt for ever 


exiſt, © becauſe the imagination of man's 
* heart 1s evil from his youth Here it is 
evident that evil is charged upon the heart of 
man as its genuine produce. No reference 


is there in theſe words to the perſons then 
in being, or the influence of their or any 


future examples or inſtructions; but it is 
; mentioned 


9 Gen, vi. 5, 11. 10 Gen. vii. 21. 
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mentioned as ariſing ſimply from the corrup- 


tion of nature. 


In conſequence of this the riſing genera- 
tion, influenced by the ſame cauſe as their 
forefathers, turned every man quickly to their 
ways; ſo that in the days of Abraham idolatry 
reigned univerſally. 


Well then may we join holy Js in aſk- 
ing, Who can bring a clean thing out of 
an unclean ? not one *: and ſubſcribe the 
Pſalmiſt's confeſſion, * Behold, I was ſhapen 
*in wickedneſs, and in fin did my mother 
* conceive me *. The nature is in fault: 
the fountain 1s marred at its head, and the 
ſtreams muſt flow polluted. 


As we advance we have increaſing proofs 
of the univerſality of this corruption. The 
holy Ghoſt by the mouth of David aſſures 
us, that when © the LoR D looked down from 
heaven upon the children of men, to ſee if 
there were any that would underſtand, and 
* feck after God; Lo! they were all gone 
* out of the way, they were altogether be- 
come abominable, there was none that did 

$5 good, 
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good, no not one. And what was re- 
vealed to the father, was by the ſame Spirit 
manifeſted to the ſon; for this, among the 
firſt evils under the ſun, the Preacher found, 
and indeed the origin of all the reſt: That 
u the heart of the ſons of men is full of evil, 
and madneſs is in their heart while they 
1 live, and after that they go to the dead. 
The heart is a fountain full of evil; and all 
the time men live upon the earth, this here- 
ditary madneſs ſhews itſelf, till death cloſes 
the ſcene, and becomes at once 1ts cure and 
its puniſhment. 


Such apprehenſions the holy Prophets had 
alſo of the ſtate and temper of man : The 
heart is deceitful above all things, and de- 
* ſperately wicked; who can know it *? It 
is a great deep of corruption: when we have 
fathomed it with the longeſt line of obſer- 
vation, and found it to be indeed deſperately 
wicked, ſtill * the half is not told us *, Who 
can know the fulneſs of evil, which dwells in 
an apoſtate nature ? 


Our bleſſed Lorp ne] when himſelf 


as a ame other divine leſſons he 


pointed 


#3 Pſal. xiv. 2. 14 Eccleſ. ix. 3. 
15 Jer. xvii. 9. 
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pointed out what peculiarly defilerh the man, de- 
clares it ariſes from his heart: Out of the 
heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adul- 
u teries, thefts, falſe - witneſs, blaſphemies ; 
u theſe come from within *. There is the 
ſeat of ſin where Satan dwelleth: there the 
conceptions of it are formed, and thence they 
flow, as from the ſubterraneous fire proceed 
the earthquake, the ſulphurous exhalation, 
and the burning lava. 


And this is the neceſſary effect of being 
born into the world. For “whatever is born 
* of the fleſh, is fleſh ””*. The nature is 
called wholly eb, becauſe it is wholly void 
of the Spirit, and become enſlaved to fleſhly 
luſts and appetites, and hath by its fall ſunk 
almoſt into the beaſt. 


Our nature thus declared to be evil, we 
mult expect to hear it condemned; and ſo it 
is written, * by nature children of wrath *: 
wrath follows ſin as cloſely as the ſhadow 
does the body: where fin is, there wrath will 
be; and where wrath is, there we may be 

always aſſured ſin hath been. 


From 


10 Matt. xv. 19. *7 John ili. 6, 


1 Ephel. ii. 3. 
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From all theſe, and many the like teſti- 


monies which might be adduced, and indeed 


from the intire ſyſtem of divine revelation, 
where this is implied throughout all the 
tranſactions and methods taken for our re- 
covery, I preſume 1t will inconteſtably ap- 
pear, that man 1s at preſent a fallen, cor- 
rupted creature, wholly defiled in his nature, 
and in conſequence become lothſome and 
hateful in the eyes of divine purity. Such 
was the concluſion our pious Reformers drew 
from theſe views of ſcripture in the IX" 
Article, © Original fin ſtandeth not (as the 
&« Pelagians do vainly talk) in the following 
of Adam, but 1s the fault and corruption 
of the nature of every man that naturally 
« 1s engendred of the offspring of Adam, 
whereby man is very ar * gone from ori- 
&* ginal righteouſneſs, and is of his own na- 
ce ture inclined to evil, ſo that the fleſh al- 


cc 


cc 


« ways luſteth contrary to the ſpirit ; and 


therefore in every perſon born into this 


© world It deſerveth Gop's wrath and dam- 
EL nation.“ 


2dly, That 


* The original, quam /ongi/ime, is much ſtronger than our 
tranſlation, wery far. 
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2dly, That the fact is really fo, experience 
abundantly confirms. The truth 1s certain, 


though it be denied; but it is immediately 


confeſſed, when the heart begins to be really 
enlightened to know 1tlelf. The 1gnorance 
of the blind, or their diſputing againſt the 
light, prevents not the ſhining of the ſun, 
nor can perſuade us that at mid-day there 1s 
datknels. 


1. The experience of all ages to the pre- 
ſent atteſts the corruption which Gop's word 
reveals. It was not only in the firſt ages of 
the world, that“ the wickedneſs of man was 
great in the earth © ; the complaints of every 
ſucceeding age ſhew the ſame cauſe operating 
uniformly throughout. Conſult the Hea- 
thens ; they obſerved it, confeſſed it, lamented 
it, in theory at leaſt, and talked of precepts, 
though impotent to reſtrain the power of 
corruption. Conſult the Scriptures; they 
deſcribe all the nations, and even the choſen 
people of Gop “ as a ſeed of cvil-doers *; 
and their Prophets riſing up continually re- 
proached them for their ungodlineſs. The 
account Saint Paul gives of the Jews and 

Gentiles, 


18 Iſai. i. 4. Rom. i. and 1 Chapters. 
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Gentiles, learned and unlearned alike, ſhews 
the deplorable and univerſal deluge of fin. 
And what ſucceeding times have mended the 
account? Surely not our own. Caſt your 
eyes round, and read man's preſent apoſtaſy, 
written as with a ſun-beam: ſee how iniquity 
lifts up its hydra-head and hiſſes on every 
fide, *” By ſwearing, and lying, and killing, 
and ſtealing, and committing adultery”, 
ſays the Prophet, they break out, and blood 
* toucheth blood . What a ſcene of black- 
neſs and guilt appears to the obſervant eye ? 
The lying Prophets indeed“ ſee viſions: of 
peace; boaſt of man's moral rectitude ; 
palliate the flagrant evils they cannot deny ; 
and ſeek to hide themſelves and others from 
the light, ſpeaking peace, peace, when it is ſo 
evident, as Jelu ſaid, What peace, when 
* our iniquities and our whoredoms are ſo 
many * 


Where can you look, without beholding 
the broken tables of the covenant trod under 
foot? whilſt one part of mankind are plunged 
in the groſſer crimes of perjury, drunkenneſs, 
all manner of lewdneſs, ſabbath- breaking, 
profaneneſs and diſobedience; the other more 
| | decently 
0 Hoſea iv. 2. * 2 Kings ik, 22. 
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decently corrupt themſelves and forget Gop ; 
in Mammon's idol ſervice; ih Honour's 
empty pageantry ; in Pleaſure's thoughtleſs 
throng. The world, the world is the univerſal 
cry, where envy, malice, diſappointment, 
covetouſneſs, ambition, ſucceſſively torment 
the fortunate and the unſiicceſsfal. The 
learned and the unlearned, the high and low, 
the rich and poor, have their ſeparate walk, 
concurring all in this, to worſhip and ſerve 
the creature more than the Creator. 
But theſe things men hate to ſee or hear of, 
though truths ſo flagrant ; and, fixed on their 
own deceivings, will neither attend to their 
danger, nor be reſtrained. Hence fo inef- 
fectual have been all the means which Gop 
or man hath uſed. Doth Gop raiſe up ſer- 
vants to remonſtrate againſt iniquity? They 
hate and perfecute them. Like their fathers 
that * killed the Prophets, and ſtoned them 
* which were ſent unto them. They ſmite 
them * with the words of the tongue, and 
would with the edge of the ſword. All the 
* day long therefore have we ſtretched forth 
* our hands to a difobedient and gainſaying 
people. They hate to be reformed, and 

D « caſt 


22 Rom. i. 25. 22 Matt. xxiii, 37. 
% Rom. x. 21, | 
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u caſt Gop's word behind their back ***, Nor 
do they regard men much more than Gop. In 
general how ineffectual are all the reſtraints 
of human laws? How evaded or broken 
through? What would men ſay, if only the 
laws againſt ſabbath-breaking, drunkenneſs 
and lewdneſs, were actually put in execution? 
But if theſe things are ſo, a ſad demonſtra- 
tion ariſes of man's deep corruption. Facts 
like theſe prove that his neck is an iron _/ineww, 
that he determines to go on 1n the froward- 
neſs of his heart, an evil heart of unbehef, 
* departing from the living Gop ** *. 


2. Another confirmation of this truth may 
be drawn from obſervation on the tempers of 
children, even before they have reached any 
years of reflexion. It will be found univer- 
fally true, that * folly (that is fin) is bound 
up in the heart of a child. And thoſe 
who would be convinced of the corruption 
of our nature, need only obſerve the babe 
in the nurſe's arms. Thoſe perverſe paſſions 
which afterwards in life break forth and fill 
our houſes with violence, appear then in 

| embrio. 


28 Pfal. I. 17. Nei. K. 18. 
27 Prov. xxii. 15. 
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embrio. What anger may you remark in 
their little breaſts when croſſed or contra- 
diced ? What ſelf-will and obſtinacy do they 
ſhew under correction? What envy at fa- 
vours done to others? And ſcarce have they 
begun to ſpeak, but they begin to lie, and 
diſingenuouſly and artfully, like Adam, ſeek 
to conceal their tranſgreſſions. So true it is, 
that © ungodly man is froward, even from 
* his mother's womb ; as ſoon as he 1s born 
he goes aſtray, and ſpeaks lies Nor 
can this be aſcribed to the influence of edu- 
cation, or laid to the fault of bad examples 
before them. It 1s the caſe with thoſe who 
are the moſt carefully educated; 'and the moſt 
pious parent with grief beholds the feeds of 
corruption ſpringing up continually in this 
their Hative foil, notwithſtanding his pains 
by the rod of correction and by inſtruction to 
root them up. | 


And though ſome ſhew ſtronger diſpoſi- 


tions to fin than others, and a milder con- 
ſtitution appears from the cradle in a few; 
yet none are excepted from the above ſymp- 
toms of corruption, though, like different 
D 2 animals 

*% Pal. i. 3. 
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animals of the ſame ſavage ſpecies, ſome ex- 
ceed others in ferocity, Nor can this be ac- 
counted for on any other principles than 
thoſe the ſcriptures open to us: For what 
could be more impious, nay blaſphemous, 
than to ſuppoſe that we came ſuch out of our 
Maker's hands as we now evidently are? 


3. I add, as a corroborative proof to the 


foregoing remarks, the miſeries which appear 
in the world. That * man is now born to 
* forrow and trouble, as the ſparks fly up- 
* ward, cannot be denied. We hear on 
every ſide the complainings of the afflicted, the 
murmurings of the diſcontented, the repin- 
ings of the poor, the vexations of the diſap- 
pointed, the cries of the ſick, and the groans 


of the dying. What is the world but a Bechim, 


a place of weeping? Whilſt ſorrow cometh 
upon ſorrow faſter than Job's meſſengers of 
evil. And who are exempted from the general 
lot? Doth not every living ſoul feel within the 
forebodings of approaching diſſolution, the 
decays of age, the waſtes of time, and know 
that he is, even in the midſt of life, haſtning 
to the duſt, to the grave, the heritage of the 
ſinner? Now can it be thought, that the Gop 


* whoſe 


*9 Job v. 7, 
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* whoſe mercy is over all his works **, who 
„never willingly afflicts the children of 
* men, can it be imagined that the Gop 
” whoſe name and nature is love , would 
thus unprovoked lift up the ſcourge, and 
with ſcorpions chaſtiſe us? That be far from 
him: He is righteous in all his ways, and 
* juſt in all his judgments . He giveth us 
leſs, but never more than our iniquities de- 
ſerve. If it be ſaid, True; but we have ac- 
tually ſinned, and are plagued for our own of- 
fences, I fay, that will not account for the 
ſcene we have been deſcribing ; for we ſee all 
the like evils, and Death the greateſt of them, 

paſs upon thoſe who have not ſinned after 
* 00 ſimilitude of Adam's tranſgreſſion = 
Stand by the cradle, and ſee that child of man 
ſcarce ſtarted from the womb ; hear its dole- 
ful moans, ſee it convulſed and agonizing 
with pain; covered with lothſome ulcers, and 
pining, laid in its coffin ; what can this mean? 
Is there no preceding cauſe, no meritorious 
ground for this heayy chaſtiſement ? To ſup- 
poke 1 it, would be making the moſt High, like 
i idol Moloch, pleaſed with dying infants 


D $55 Cries, 
30 Pfal. cxlv, . 1 Lam. iii. 33. 
* John iv. 8. 53 Pſal, cxlv. 17. 


3% Rom. v. 14. 
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cries. But here the myſtery is ſolved: that 


babe, ſcarce a ſpan long, is a corrupted crea- 


ture: it hath a nature which is enmity againſt 
Gon : it poſſeſſeth every abommation, not in- 
deed in their maturity, but which have already 


taken root“ to bring forth fruit unto death *. 


And thus we ſhall no longer queſtion Gop's 
righteouſneſs in puniſhing, Death being uni- 
verſally * the wages of ſin ©. 


4. The acknowledgments of the beſt of 
men have borne a ſtrong teſtimony to this 
great truth, that man 1s a corrupted creature, 
Whoever reads the ſcripture with an attentive 
eye, will neceſſarily obſerve the ancient wor- 


thies full of their confeſſions of guilt and 


corruption. David, Jeb, St Paul, high as 


their advancements were, ” groaned under this 


evil, being burdened. A body of death“ 
hung about them; a nature departed from 
Gop, and ready continually to hurry them 
down its ſtream into the dead ſea of perdi- 
tion. It was only by wreſtling, ſtriving, la- 
bouring, and by the grace of Gop beating 


down this body of fin, that they were enabled 


to ſtand : ſo true it is that“ the righteous 
* lcarcely are faved *; ariſing from the dif- 
ficulty 


#5 Rom. vi. - | 
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ficulty of ſubduing this ſtrong bent of our 
fallen nature. And the experience of Gop's 
ſervants hath and doth continue to confirm 
it. For who of them doth not feel © a law 
jn his members warring againſt the law of 
his mind ** Who is not often forced to 
ſay, when I would do good, evil is preſent 
* with me? Yea, do they not all go 
mourning to their graves under this burden, 
and long eſpecially to“ be abſent from the 
„body, that they may be delivered wholly 
from the bondage of corruption which now 
preſſeth down the ſoul? 


From what hath been ſaid, who can any 
longer doubt of the univerſal corruption of 


our nature? Who will have the hardineſs to 


ſay, I have made my heart clean, I am pure 
from my ſin *? 


It remains therefore only to improve what 
hath been ſpoken. 


Firſt, For our deeper humiliation before 
Gop. Though we are never ſo deeply con- 
vinced of this or that ſin, if we ſee the fact 

D 4 only, 
26 Rom. vii. 23. 37 Rom. vil. 21. 
3s Prov. xx. 9. 
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only, the impreſſion of guilt will be but par- 
tial, and though terrifying, not truly hum- 
bling and emptying us of our ſelf-ſufficiency. 
If we would ſee fin in its true malignity, we 
muſt aſcend from the act to the temper; from 
the temper to the nature. And what can ſo 
entirely confound our pride as this view we 
have taken of ourſelves? Not merely corrupt 
in practice but in principle; not ſinners by 
habit only, but ſinners in nature. Here ſin 


appears exceeding ſinfulꝰ; confounds us in 


the duſt, ſilences every plea, and brings the 
ſoul before the throne of grace, with the true 
ſenſibility implied in that penitent confeſſion, 
which Gop himſelf hath put into our mouth, 
Unclean, unclean **, A perſon thus convinced, 
knows himſelf to be one maſs of corruption; 
that he never was poſſeſſed of one good tem- 
per, nor performed or could perform a ſingle 
act pleaſing to Gop. For what but un- 
cleanneſs can proceed from the unclean? 
And hence he is entirely cut off from help 
and hope in himſelf, and led ſimply and 
fully to make uſe of that help which the goſ- 
pel ſets before him in Jesuvs, who © came to 
deliver us from the bondage of corruption *, 
by the efficacy of his blood, and the power of 
his 


Rom. vii. 13. 40 Levit. xiii. 45. 
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his Spirit. The reaſon why ſo many who 
are awakened | in a meaſure to a ſenſe of fin 
continue {till in bondage, and fruitleſſy are 
labouring to mend zhemſelves, is this, that 
they are not truly humbled: they are not 
acquainted with the depth and univerſality of 
the corruption which the fall hath brought 
upon them; nor conſequently with the abſo- 
lute impoſſibility of doing any thing pleaſing 


to God, till he himſelf ju/ifies their perſons 


as wngodly, and ſanciſſies their nature as un- 
koh. 


Secondly, What a dreadful thing is ſin! 
one fin hath introduced all this miſery into 
the world; and yet we are daily trifling with 


it as a little thing. Inſtead of regarding it 


as the evil and bitter thing 1 it is, with what 
unconcern do we paſs it by in ourſelves and 
others ? And here again have we not a 
ſtrong additional proof of the reality of our 
fall, in this deep inſenſibility to it, whilſt we ' 
behold its conſequences ſo tremendouſly fatal? 


O did we but conſider how Gop hates ſin ; 


did we but attend to the preſent marks of 
the divine diſpleaſure againſt it; or could we 
be perſuaded really to believe * the wrath to 
come *] ſurely there is not one of us, but 

from 
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from the bottom of his heart muſt tremble. 
As the earthquake which ſhook the pri- 


* ſon*'”, and brought the trembling Jailer 


on his knees, this view of ſin's dreadful evil, 


and the conſciouſneſs how deeply we lie under 


it, would ſhake the inmoſt powers of the ſoul, 
and lay us low before the footſtool of mercy, 
* if yet the iniquity of our hearts might be 
* forgiven us”. In how dangerous a ſitua- 
tion then and drawing on faſt to eternal ruin 
muſt that foul be, who hath never yet groaned 
under the burden of ſin, nor felt the leaſt of 
its evil and bitterneſs, nor cried to him who 


* hath appeared to take away fin by the ſa- 


* crifice of himſelf ©* *? 


Thirdly, What a welcome meſſage doth the 
goſpel bring to thoſe who are truly ſenſible 
of their fallen ſtate. We cannot in ſuch caſe 
hear with cold unconcern, that“ the Lamb 
of God taketh away the ſin of the world? 
we ſhall not paſs by, and look upon his ſor- 
rows unmoved, when * the Loxp laid upon 
him the iniquities of us all-. We ſhall 
no longer diſpute againſt the diſpenſations 
of Gop, nor proudly aſk, How can theſe 

things 


+: Acts xvi. 26. 2 Heb, ix. 26. 
43 John i. 29. 44 Iſai. liv. 6. 
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things be *? but, humbly bowing before 
the gracious . throne, {ſhall believe, admire, 
and adore. We ſhall then ſee that there is 
elſewhere neither help nor hope; here all 
help, all hope revealed to us. We all miſery, 
God all mercy ; we all corruption, CuRIST 
all perfection; we all guilt, he all pardon ; 
we all weakneſs, he all power; we wholly 
loſt in fin, he * able to ſave to the uttermoſt ©, 
in virtue of the ſufferings of his human na- 
ture, and the dignity of the divine. O that 
each ſoul of us really felt our diſeaſe! How 
ready then ſhould we be to ſubmit to the di- 
vine Phyſician, and lay our ſinful corrupted 
ſouls at his feet? Happy the man that thus 
comes to him in all his native wretchedneſs, 
he never ſent one ſuch © poor ſinner empty 
* away. He healeth' all our infirmities, 


and delivereth the ſouls appointed unto 
Death 


45 Pal. ci. 3. —cii. 20. 
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S ER MON III. 
The Deceitfulneſs and Corruption 
of the Heart. 


1 -K. N. . .. r K.. K. r. r . . fr .. . 


IEREMIAH XVII. . 


The heart is deceitful above all things, and 
deſperately wicked, who can know it? 


| O know ourſelves, the Philoſophers 
Th reckoned the pinnacle of wiſdom : 
and however miſtaken in the means 
propoſed for that end, they were 

right in the aſſertion; no knowledge being 
more neceſſary for us than this, nor any per- 


haps 
® The three following Sermons, as to their ſubſtance, were 
preached about two years ago; ſince which there hath appeared 
aTreatiſe on SE&LF-KnowLEDGE I by that excellent man of Goo 
Mr Walter of Truro, There will often be found a coincidence 
of thought between us, which will not be wondered at when it 
is known, that under his miniftry and inſtructions the writer of 
theſe Diſcourſes was ſeveral years ago formed for the ſervice of 
the ſanctuary. He begs his readers to procure that little Treatiſe 
of Mr Walker's, where he will find many new hints on the 
ſubjeR here treated of; and he cannot but recommend his other 
works already publiſhed, and now in the Preſs, as moſt worthy 
of a ſerious peruſal. 
1 Sold by J. and V. Oliver, in Bartbolemew-Cloſe, pr. 4d. 
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haps ſo difficult to be attained! None more 
neceſſary, becauſe thereon ſtands, in the Chriſ- 
tian plan, all that ſuperſtructure of newneſs of 


life, the foundation of which is laid in deep 


humility, ariſing from the real knowledge of 
ourſelves as fallen creatures. None fo difficult 
to be obtained, becauſe the ſubject of this 
knowledge is ſo extenſive, and ſelf- love and 
ſelf-deceit ſo: mifrepreſent the facts, that, as 
by the art of a cunning painter, the real de- 
formity of the figure is concealed, and we 
admire the falſe and en portrait as if 
it was the true. 


It ſhall be my endeavour therefore to open 
to you the truth of our ſtate, and lead you 
into the diſcovery of your own hearts. But 
herein I muſt beg you will not be offended to 
fee yourſelves in a faithful mirror, the Word of 
Gop; nor ſtart back from the ſight of our na- 
tural deformity, ſtripped of that maſk which 
uſually conceals the monſter. 'I cannot flatter: 
Gop forbids it. His Word declares, the 


5 heart 1s deceitful above all things, and de- 


# rey wicked, who can know it *? 


There are indeed; who pretend to give a 
more favourable view of things ; who talk of 


the 
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the dignity of man's nature, its noble facul- 
ties, its ſelf-taught perceptions of univerſal 
right and wrong; and if not bearing the firſt 
ſtrong out-lines of Virtue from the womb, 
at leaſt repreſent it as a fair ſheet, prepared 
of itſelf to receive the genuine impreſſions of 
whatever 1s fit, and wiſe, and good. I have 
already ſaid enough to confute this infidel re- 
preſentation; but truſt, in the progreſs of this 
Diſcourſe, more clearly to reveal the truth as 
it 1s to every man's heart, who will obſerve 
what paſſes within him: when it will be found, 
that the only dignity we can boaſt of 1s our 
unhumbled pride ; our native wiſdom, the 
gpornue oeprcsy Which is“ enmity againſt Gop*; 
and our fair traces of Virtue, the ſtrong lines 
of a ſpirit which 1s © earthly, ſenſual, de- 
* viih'*. 


Me are now entring an unbounded ficld ; 
for“ who can underſtand his errors *? or 
who knoweth the deep things of a man, ſave 


Jie only, © before whom all things are naked 
and open“? Let it not be thought, there- 


fore, that the following is a full or exact re- 
prefentation of man's heart. It muſt be al- 


ways: ſaid here, as the Queen of Shcba ſaid to 


Solomen, 


James iii. 15. Pal. M. 13. 
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Solomon, The half is not told us *: yet, fo 
far as it goes, it will, I truſt, be found faithful ; 
and be at leaſt a clue for thoſe who deſire to 
ſee themſelves, to lead them into the dark la- 
byrinth within; and they may lengthen it as 
they advance, by cloſer and more intimate 
obſervations on themſelves and mankind. 


I. The radical evil ſeems to be Unbelief, 
from whoſe fruitful ſtock the other corrupt 
tempers ſpring. * Ye ſhall not ſurely die, 
found admiſſion into the firſt man's heart, in 
oppoſition to the divine denunciation, and 
emboldned him to cat. This ſpirit of Infi- 
delity is naturally rooted in the mind of every 
child of Adam, ſcarcely to be eradicated by 
the cleareſt evidence of ſcripture truths; ſuck 
„ fools and flow of heart are we to believe, 
* what the ſcriptures have ſpoken **! The 
name Infidel hath been in the Chriſtian world 
ſtamped with infamy ; therefore the profeſſiore 
of Infidelity is made by few, yet the fact is 
univerſal. And the truth of it a few obſerva- 
tions will confirm : intimating, by the way, 
that the firſt work of the Spirit of God upon 
the heart of man is this very thing, con- 
4 yiction of unbelief”, and therefore where 

no 
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no ſuch conviction has been made, ſuch a 
ſoul continues as yet dead in a ſtate of nature 
and fin. 


That in the heathen world the hopes of 
impunity, or diſbelief of puniſhment, were 
at the bottom of all mens tranſgreſſions, is 
a truth which, I preſume, will be readily 
admitted. 


How elle, in oppoſition to ſo many natural 
forebodings and traditionary notices, that 
they who do ſuch things are worthy of 
death, could they make themſelves ſo eaſy 
under, and talk ſo gaily of their Vices, as 
their hiſtories and other writings evidently 
ſhew they did. Now they could be ſuppoſed 
to act thus only on this principle, that theſe 
notices and forebodings had no real founda- 
tion, or that ſome how or other there was a 
reſerve of mercy : either that the gods took 
no notice of human actions at all (which was 
the affirmation of many, and the hope of 
more) or that they would overlook the little 
eſcapes of human frailty. Thus their unbe- 
lief operated. But I rather ſpeak of ourſelves, 
who profeſs to believe the revealed truths of 
the Scriptures. 


E Who 
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Who of us really and heartily ſubmits to 
the divine declarations? We admit them in 
words, in works we deny them. You hear 
Gop's determinations to puniſh fin with dearh 


eternal“, yea every fin” : Yet who believes 


them? did we really afſent to and duly revere 
God's word, how would every fin affect us? 
But now what 1s the univerſal hope and lan- 
guage? * I ſhall have peace, though I walk 
in the imaginations of my heart *. To 
eſtabliſh this perſuaſion we too, as the hea- 
thens did, give way to fallacious reaſonings 
either my tranſgreſſions are venial, and they 
will be overlooked ; at leaſt, they will not 
deſerve ſo heavy a ſcourge as the worm 
„ which dieth not, and the fire which is not 
* quenched **, But what is this fire which 
is not quenched ? It cannot be actual burn- 
ing; for how can one he in everlaſting burn- 


ings unconſumed? And how know I, but 


the whole may be a deluſion ; and that“ man 
 dieth as the beaſt, and is no more. Yea 
ſometimes it advanceth farther, The fool 
„ hath ſaid in his heart, There is no Gop ** ©, 


As it is our intereſt as ſinners that there 


ſhould 
Rom. vi. 23. 7 Gal. iii 10. 
Deut. xxix. 19. Mark ix. 34. 
10 Pſal. xiv. 1. 
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ſhould be none; many doubts about it are in 
more hearts than mention them. Such are 
ſome of the workings of Unbelicf; a man muſt 
be a great ſtranger to himſelf that hath not 
found their influence. 


Again, with regard to the other revealed 
truths of Gop's Word, how deep-rooted are 
our objections to them? Nzcodemus was not 
ſingular, when to our bleſſed Lord's decla- 
rations he anſwered, © How can theſe things 
* be *: Some, and the many indeed, ſhew 
ſo little regard to the word of Gop, that they 
cannot be ſo well faid to doubt the contents 
as not to underſtand them ; and are rather 
ignorant of the truths than unbelieving. But 
no ſooner does any man begin to examine, 


than he will find this “ root of bitterneſs 


* ſpringing up in his heart“. 4 

The Revelation of Gop, as ſubſiſting in 
Unity of Eſſence and Trinity of Perſons ; 
the Divinity, Perſon and Character of the 
REDEEMER ; his undertakings and the iſſue 


of them; the neceſſity and nature of the new 


birth unto righteouſneſs ; and the whole 
work of Gop's Spirit on the heart: theſe and 
E 2 the 


11 John iii. 9. 
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the like truths, as related in the Scriptures, 
will often be objected to. The natural man 
* receiveth not the things that be of the Spirit 
of God; for they are fooliſhneſs to him: 
neither can he know them, becauſe they 
* are ſpiritually diſcerned *. Hence all the 
Hereſies and Schiſms which have divided the 
church of Gop: hence all the Doubts and 
Diſtreſſes that have diſturbed the hearts of 
the ſincere ; as well as the fixed rejection of 
the Goſpel, which poſſeſſes the mind of the 
avowed Infidel, Our nature is in fault. 


And by the way, this ſhews the folly 
of that method of metaphyſical diſquiſition, 
with which the celebrated“ diſputers of this 
world“ have led the cruſade, and joined 
in embattled ſquadrons againſt the Infidels. 
When after all the boaſted triumphs of rea- 
{on, we ſee Infidelity maintain its ground 
as firm as ever: though the outworks ſeem 
to have been carried, the body of the place 
remains unhurt ; thither they have retired, 


and are ſtill as far from a ſurrender as ever. 


It is the heart not the head only which muſt 
be attacked. Infidelity is too much our na- 
ture to fall before the untempered {word of 


fallen 


12. 1 Cor, ii. 14. 
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fallen man's Reaſon, it can only be ſubdued | 
1 by * the ſword of the Spirit, which 1s the | 
| © word of Gop *. f 


2 II. Pride hath ſet up its throne in man's 
nature. Ve ſhall be as gods, was one 
grand bait the devil propoſed to man. And 
ſince that day this unhallowed temper is 
„ rooted deep in the heart. Its actings are va- 
rious, according to the object on which it 
fixes, or by which it is excited. Let us take 
1 a curſory view of ſome few inſtances of it. 


1 . « - . ® 
* a , 2 . 3 A c 
— 


(J.) Pride ſhews itſelf on our Miſdom; for 
ö ” yain man would be wiſe * “: an inſatiable 
4 thirſt after Knowledge is the effect of con- 
necting with ſuch attainments ideas of ſu- 
1 perior excellence. Hence emulation and the 
4 pride of ſurpaſſing others, is the ſinful mo- 
tive uſually urged upon the ſtudents of ſci- 
ence to excite induſtry; that, like courſers 
ſtraining for the goal, they may each carry 
off from their competitors the envied prize. 
An extenſive Knowledge can be the lot of 
few, becauſe leiſure or abilities are wanting: 
but the affectation of appearing wiſe, at leaſt 


Ty, E 3 wiſer 


13 Ephel. vi. 17. 14 Gen. iii. 5. 
| 15 Job xi. 12. 
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wiſer than we are, 1s general. Who in con- 

erſation, whatever be the ſubject, is not de- 
ſirous of appearing knowrng ? whether it be 
Divinity, Politics, Science, or any other pro- 
feſſion? How readily, and even unaſked, do 
we ſay what we know upon it, drop hints of 
deeper views of the ſubject than we diſcover; 
and where ignorant, artfully feel; that our 
ignorance may be concealed ? Why do you 
expect a deference to your judgment? Why 
ſo loth to appear miſtaken in a propoſition 
or opinion you have advanced? Why ſo little 
deference to the opinion of others, wiler, 
older, and more godly men? Why * ſo ſwift 
* to ſpeak, ſo flow to hear ? Why pleaſed 
to have your parts admired, or your genius 
complimented? Why hurt when contemned 
as a perion. of mean underſtanding, eſpe- 
cially in your profcilion ; or an Author of 


no learning? Come not theſe from pride of 
heart ? 


(2.) Pride on natural, is as common as 
on mental endowments. Did you ever ſee a 
Beauty without vanity ? And where fine fea- 
tures are wanting, the elegance of form ſup- 
plies the fuel? Are not theſe the envy of one 


ſex 
1 James 1. 19. 
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ſex and the idol of the other? Hence the ſe- 
cret pleaſure of being taken notice of, and 
the deep chagrin of being neglected; the arts 
practiſed to attract the one, and avoid the 
other; the eaſineſs of credit given to flattery, 
and the affectation even to gray hairs of ap- 
pearing young, genteel of handſome. 


Nor is this temper leſs obvious amongſt 
men; though womaniſh Beauty would be 
caunted an effeminacy, yet to be manly 
agrecable, genteel in perſon, ſtrong in body, 
and of a fine addreſs, is juſt as much coveted 
aſter by one ſex, as beauty is by the other; 
is the ground of the fame pride when poſ- 
ſeſſed or commended for it, and of the ſame 
diſcontent if unpoſſeſſed or unnoticed. 


Dreſs comes in, in both ſexes, as an auxi- 
liary to nature and to pride. The Faſhion 
is conſulted: be it expenſive or indecent or 
dangerous, pride muſt be gratified, though 
at the loſs of health and wealth and modeſty. 
And what a pleaſure to be well dreſſed: 
What a ſatisfaction when we firſt appear in 
any thing new and in taſte? What a jcalouly 
of a finer dreſſed figure than our own; and 
what an ambition to excel? Hence not only 

E 4 the 
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the contention among equals, but the confu- 
ſion of ranks and ſtation : and the difficulty 
ſometimes to diſtinguiſh the Maſter from 
his Servant, or the Chambermaid from her 
Miſtreſs. 


(3.) The gifts of Providence, however ad- 
ventitious, afford alſo an abundant occaſion 
for pride. Hur is the food of ambition. 
We all aſpire to be /5-ething great, and every 
ſtep of advancement fills us with a ſecret de- 
light and higher apprehenſiva of our own 


importance. Whoever will reflect on his 4 
heart, when he firſt ſet out in life, will re- 4 


member thoſe caſtles, which frequent diſap- | 
pointments may have now perhaps begun to : 
convince him had their baſis only in airy . 
pride. 


Yet theſe do not intirely undeceive us. 
Though our hopes are more confined, they 
ftill ſoar; and ſecret diſcontent with what 
we are, urges us to purſue what we would 
be. We regard whatever is beſtowed on us 
as leſs than we deſerve ; and whilſt we look 
forward with greater eagerneſs from every 
ſummit gained, we look back with conſcious 


ſatisfaction on thoſe whom we have left be- 
hind. 


r 
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hind. Whoever makes obſervation on the 
world, will ſee this verified in every profeſ- 
ſion; for ambition is not confined to dignity. 
The meaneſt officer in a corporation is af- 
fected in the ſame way as the miniſter next 
the throne; and he muſt be a great ſtranger 
to himſelf who hath not felt the glow which 
recent honour brings. 


Riches alſo give the like gratification, as 
affording us an opportunity of diſtinction. 
And the ſhow of affluence is often made, 
even where want at home muſt ſupport the 
finery abroad : For to be thought indigent 
is extremely mortitying. The gilt equipage, 
the laced livery, and the multitude of uſeleſs 
attendants, make a figure in the world. The 
elegant Villa calls forth the ſame ſpirit from 
the heart which Nebuchadnezzar felt when 
he ſaid, This is great Babylon, that I have 
* built for the houſe of my kingdom“. 
And when we are affecting to overlook theſe 
things, we do it that they may be admired, 
and are ſecretly delighted with the commen- 
dation of them. The ew of Vanity ap- 
pears allo alike in every inferior ſtation, all 
vie with their neighbours, and pique them- 

ſelves 
37 Dan, iv. 30. 
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ſelves on their little diſtinctions. The Lady 
that rides not in her chariot, is proud to be 
followed by her Footman. And the ſatiſ- 
faction the lower people take in going on a 
party of pleaſure on a Sunday, and ſpending 
ſo much money at a Wake, indulges the ſame 
temper as the wealthier do by keeping fo 
many country-houſes. 


Money alſo itſelf miniſters to pride, and fo 
adds a new gratification to covetouſneſs. Is 
there pride in that man yonder, whoſe figure 
is ſo very mean, and dreſs ſo ſordid, com- 
plaining of the hardneſs of the times and 
the ſcarcity of money? Could you know 
the pleaſure that man feels when he hears it 
whiſpered, © He is a wealthy man; no man 
* commands ſo much caſh ;” you would be 
no longer at a loſs to determine. His pride 
is as much flattered by 7hat, as the other man 
who rides by in gold and grandeur is by 
his Sher, ſupported, it may be, by mortgage- 
money out of this rich miſer's purſe, 


Family alſo is another fund of vanity, the 
fooliſheſt of all pride, yet how general? 
Thoſe of high birth look down on their in- 
feriors as a different race of beings. As you 

deſcend 


———_— | | 
rr + Ws: 5 


7 * of af > 7 * 6 * 
* I 


a jv > « "at a; 9 3 4 8 
. 


Serm. 3. of the Heart. 59 


deſcend the diſtinction is ſtill obſerved, and 
connexions and relations, however diſtant, 
give them an air of quality above their equals 
in ſtation. The Gentleman regards the Vulgar 
with a diſdainful contempt, as ſprung from 
the duſt. And even in the Pariſh Work- 
houſe the conteſt for family will be main- 
tained by the decayed Tradeſman's orphans, 
againſt the children of thoſe of baſer ori- 
ginal, 


Our worldly Character alſo in its various 
references continually leads us to feek “ the 
„ praiſe of men more than of GOD . Pride 
would be notable ; and what will it not do to 
maintain, increaſe, or recover any meaſure of 
elteem? What a vexation and uneaiine{s do 
we find at the loſs of this 1dol? and how 
unwilling are we to believe thoſe declarations 
of Gov, * that the friendſhip of the world is 
” enmity with Gop; and that if any man 


* will be the friend of the world, he muſt 


be the enemy of Gop .. Hence all that 
diſlike to the croſs, and the conſtant labour 
of reconciling the inconſiſtent ſervices of Gop 
and Mammon. Hence that inordinate de- 
ſire to pleaſe men: Hence, eſpecially, the 
cowardice 

John xii. 43. 19 James iv. 4. 
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cowardice of Miniſters, and the compliances 
of many with the corrupt taſte of the times, 
who ſecretly condemn the things they in 
practice allow. Reputation is at ſtake, and 
Conſcience muſt conform a little, 


Thus Pride operates, 
I have reſerved, 


IV. Its moſt formidable appearance as 
the laſt; and that is, its inſinuations where 
Religion is concerned. Spiritual pride ap- 
pears in a high conceit of our own excellence 


above other men; a deſire of appearing more 


holy than we are, an exterior appearance of 
devotion, and ſcrupulous attendance on the 
ordinances of worſhip, without humility and 
the love of Gop in the heart. 


In the duties of Devotion, either in or after 
the exerciſe, this will appear. Have you 
never found your heart, when you have been 
at what you call your Prayers, pleaſed with 
yourſelf, as having performed ſome work me- 
ritorious? Are you not led to compare your- 
ſelf with others, who do not frequent the 
Church ſo often, and ſay, Stand by thy- 


« ſelf; I am hoher than thou?” You pray, 


and 
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and communicate, and give alms, and mind 
your duty? Are you never © thanking Gop 
* you are not as other men“? Theſe are 
the ſymptoms of phariſaic pride. Where this 
is diſcovered and diſclaimed, a more refined 
ſelf-exaltation appears in the pleaſure we take 
in a lively frame of mind, when after the 
exerciſe of Prayer or Preaching or Exhorta- 
tion, we hear that whiſper, Well done, 
within us; or when we have been engaged 
in theſe exerciſes, eſpecially before others, and 
fancy we have not acquitted ourſelves with 
that propriety, fulneſs and excellence we pro- 
poſed to ourſelves, we grow uneaſy and diſ- 
ſatisfied. Pride working juſt as ſtrongly in 
our diſſatisfaction as in our ſelf-applauſe. 


But pride on Duties is ſtill increaſed by 
pride on our Graces. The very fruits of 
Gobp's Spirit corruption would pervert : our 
meekneſs under provocation affords a handle 
for ſelf-approbation. Our zeal for Gop is 
made ſubſervient to our own glory. Yea our 
very humility ſhall ſometimes cater for our 
pride, our abaſements ſhall exalt us, our con- 
feſſions of unworthineſs make us think highly 
of ourſelves, and our very condeſcenſions be 


the 
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the footſtool on which vanity would raiſe it- 
ſeif. Well may we ſay of our heart, Who 
* can know eit“? 


As the effect of the above, Hypocriſy 
creeps in. *Deceitful above all things is 
the heart“. Deceitful reſpecting others: 
willing they ſhould * think more highly of 
„ you than they ought to think. Hence 
that deſire of appearing an experimental 
Chriftian ; ſeeming to know and feel more 
than you have known or felt, The ſecret 
ſatisfaction of having it whiſpered © What 
* a gracious ſoul? How deeply acquainted 
« with the truth?“ eſpecially if you are 
young; and therefore it ſhould be eſteemed 
more uncommon. This is Hitual Hypo- 
cri. And you may deceive yourſelf as well 
as others. If you have learned to talk, you 
may conceit you have poſſeſſion of the thing, 
and that your prayers are as real as your 
expreſſions are ready: eaſily perſuading your- 
ſelf, that the opinion others have of you 
hath foundation, and that you are indeed 
what they think you to be. Hence the de- 
luſions that too many fall into, * vainly 


* puffed up, and taken 1 in the ſnare of the 


devil“. 
I muſt 
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I muſt reſt here for this time, to conclude 
with a few obſervations. 


1. How deplorable is their ignorance who 


| boaſt of the goodneſs of their hearts, and 


fancy themſelves free from all the workings 
of Pride! Can there be a ſtronger evidence, 
that * the god of this world hath blinded 
their eyes *? Yet how many put in pre- 
tenſions to ſuch goodneſs of heart, and live 
and die in the vanity of their fallen mind; 
unacquainted with their real ſtate ; unper- 
ceived the bondſmen of corruption, and 
blindly led to ruin, whilſt they promiſe 
themſelves the ſureſt place in the kingdom 


of heaven. 


2. If Gop hath made any diſcovery to us 
of theſe things, it ſhould ſtir-us up to a 
more diligent ſearch and inquiry into our- 
ſelves: * We know nothing yet as we ought. 
© to know ***, The deepeſt read in ſelf- 
knowledge have much of their hearts unſeen : 
as Ezekiel, the farther he went“ into the 
* chambers of imagery , the more he ſaw 


of 


1 Cor: iv. 4 | 22 1 Cor. viii. 2. 
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of abominations: I may venture. to ſay the 
ſame of our fallen nature, the more we know 
of it, the more evil we ſhall know of it; 
and the leſs we ſhall like it. A thouſand 
perverſeneſſes are ſtill overlooked; many de- 
ceptions undiſcovered; and hidden princi- 
ples of Pride will be found furking, where 
we leaſt of all ſuſpected them. It ſhould 
teach us therefore to examine ourſelves 
narrowly, and pray earneſtly to Him who 
alone can “open our hearts“, and make us 
* underſtand our errors *, We ſhall have 
need to take up the Pſalmiſt's cry, “ Search 
* me, O LoRD, and fee the ground of 
my heart; try me, and examine my ways; 
and look well if there be any way of wick- 
* edneſs in me, and lead me in the way ever- 


* laſting . atk 
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3. The diſcovery of their deep corruption 
ſhould not diſcourage thoſe who feel the bur- 
den of it. It is our higheſt intereſt to know 
the truthof ourſtate, and the more explicit our 
views the better. The cure is partly wrought 
when the diſeaſe is thoroughly known, Far 
from being caſt down with theſe views, it 
is our Gomfort that the moſt ſenſibly con- 

vinced 


24 Pigl, exxxix. 23. 
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vinced of their ſin, are the moſt welcome to 
CuRIisT. They will fee “ grace abound, 
* who have felt fin abound ***, In CuRIST 
there is relief. The moſt unbelieving, the 
proudeſt nature, the fountain opened in his 
„heart for fin and for uncleanneſs ** , can 
make whole. O that we may all flee thither, 
and ſeek * that balm which is in Gilead, and 
the Phyſician there?! 

#5 Rom. v. 20. 26 Zech. xiii. i. 

#7 Jer, viii. 22. 
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IEREMIAH XVII. 9. 


The heart is deceitful above all things, and 
deſperately wicked, who can know it? 


XX Have been endeavouring to enter 

1 J into the heart, that root of bit- 
v4 *® terneſs® which is in our nature; 
and to diſcover to you the grand 

ſources from whence the overflowings of un- 
godlineſs ariſe : diſtin& and clear diſcoveries 
of which have the moft direct tendency to 


bring us low into the duſt of humiliation, 
and to lead us to him © who taketh away the 


# fin of the world * ©. 


That * God is of purer eyes than to 
* behold iniquity * , and that © no evil can 


F 2 * dwell 


John i. 29. > Hab. i. 13. 


— . — Ge 
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1 dwell with him * is evident from his na-. 
ture, and the diſcoveries he hath made of 
his adorable perfections 4 in his Word. He 


cannot but require of his creatures to be like 


himſelf, poſſeſſed of * truth in the inward 
parts. It is his property to try the 
* hearts and reins *, The pure in heart“ 


only can enjoy his approbation ; bat 2 our 


© inward parts are very wickedneſs . We 
are become the very reverſe of his nature: 
the whole man is corrupt before him; root 
and branch he is polluted. We are therefore 
„enemies in our mind: for the carnal mind 
is enmity againſt Go D'. He ſearcheth 
our hearts, and ſees the wickedneſs of, our 


inward parts: and what can ſo provoke. his | 


diſpleaſure, as the perfect views of the in- 
tire apoſtaſy of our nature from him? Our 
p tranſgreſſions may be many, and our back- 
# {lidings increaſed * ; but what are all com- 
par ed with the natural deep-rooted averſion 
of our hearts to him? A child, thoug h 4 at 
times diſobedient, through the 9 of 
temptation, may be born with, where du- 
tifulneſs is ſtill the habit; but 40 we ſee that 


he 


4 fel v. 415 Mc . Jer, wit 1H. | 
5 Matt. v. 8. _ © Plal. v. 9. 
7 Rom. viii. 7, | 
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he is determinately and conſtantly bent on. 


diſobedience? that his whole heart is con- 
triving how to grieve and provoke us, What 
human patience would not be wearied, and 


expulſion from the family enſue? Gop hath 
indeed tempered Judgment with Mercy, and 
in the depth of his Wiſdom and the riches 
of his Grace, whilſt he hath ſhewn his fear- 
ful indignation againſt the ſinful nature, 
* in his own Son made in the likeneſs of ſin- 
ful fleſh **; hath found out a way to ſpare 
the ſinful perſons. But neither the rich mercy 
nor the righteous judgment can be ſeen be- 
fore the real diſcovery of our ſtate appears: 
till then we can neither revere the holy, nor 
love the pardoning Gop. 


Let us therefore continue the inquiry into 
ourſelyes, and ſee what branches ſpring from 
this corrupted tree, where Unbelief is at the 
root and Pride the body ; ; and it may be ſaid 
of them, Their name is Legion, for they 


Lare many“ K he moſt remarkable I ſhall 
endeavour to point out to you under the 


Heads of Self-will, Diſobedience, Impatience, 


Wrath, Envy, Hatred, Malice and Revenge; the 


grand characteriſtics of a fallen ſpirit, 
F 3 1 7 f Se 4 


1 Rom. vii. 3. 5 Mark v. 9. 
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175. Self-roil js the fuſt, branch ak Pride. : 
We * would be as Gops *. Our will is our 
law. Sic vols, fic jule x; is the language of 
fallen nature. Hence it is-a very juſt obſer- 
vation, Every man hath a Pope in his own 
e breaſt,” You. ſee this in every ſtation of 
life: How imperious are we? How peremp- 
tory our commands? Ho determined to be 
obeyed, right or wrong, when we have fixed 
our reſolution ? How obſtinate in our errors? 
How deaf to advice? „“I will have it ſo,” is 
thought reaſon ſufficient. But, Lords as we 
are, we dwell among others like ourſelves; 
our wills interfere; and amidſt this contra- 
riety of deſires what but contuſion can enſue? 
Hence, whilſt each will have his own way, 
the world is in a continual tempeſt; the 
winds contend, the waters foam, and diſ- 
putes and animoſities and every evil work 


diſturb the peace of Families, of Sitten and 
of Kingdoms. 


Cloſely connected with this is, 150 
. 2dly, The ſpirit. of Di/obedience, We can- 
not brook reſtraint from Gop or man. The 
yoke of Gop's commands is irkſome to us, 


and 
* « SO ILWIIL, so I command.” 
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and our ſubjection to man conſtrained. We 
aſpire after independence. This is the darl- 
ing wiſh of our ſouls. Hence it is not 
only the general thought of our heart, that 
Gov is à hard maſter, and his commafid- 
ments grievous, ſo that when we obey or are 
reſtrained by them, it is merely through 
fear; but allo, dreadful as the ſanctions are, 
we dare to break the ſacred bonds, and * caſt 
away the cords from us“. And this diſobe- 
dient ſpint particularly manifeſts itſelf in our 
rebellious diſpoſitions towards thoſe whom 
Gop hath put in authority over us. From 
our infancy with what difficulty are our 
ſtubborn hearts bowed to ſubmiſſion ? What 
propenſity for doing what we are forbid ? 
Reſtraint 'only whets, as it were, the appe- 
tite of coficupiſcence, As we grow up, diſ- 
obedience grows with us; and in our va- 
rious ſtations ſhews itſelf. In the S are every 
hkttle Politician would be a prime Miniſter, 
and murmurs that he ſhould be ſubject to 
thoſe who, he conceits, are fo unfit to go- 
vern. He aſſumes the right therefore to cen- 


ſure their meaſures, to evade as much as he 


dares their injunctions; nor counts it any ſin 
to © withhold cuſtom from thoſe, to whom 
* cuſtom is due “. 


1 In 
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101 2 In the 41 — of life this 185 
Kill more appears. The forward youth 
thinks it hard to have a father contradicting 


and reſtraining him. He would be glad to 
be left to himkclf and his own-management ; 


and hates the needful correction or reproof. 
And whoever have brought up children can 


witneſs with aching hearts with what dif- 
ficulty they bent their ſtubborn necks, and 


how often they have proved rebellious and 
obſtinate againſt them. Diſobedient to 


10 5 


parents, is the character of our ungodiy 
nature. Gop hath conſtituted the Huſband 
to be the head of the Wife“; and hath 


pronounced as his will, that her deſire 


* thall be to her Huſband, and he ſhall 


rule over her: yet what Woman is 
there in a thouſand that doth not wiſh the 
word obey out of the matrimonial ſervice ? 
And 'whilſt the many, from the time they 
have vowed, make it their labour to invert 


that order Gop hath eftabliſhed, are not the 
beſt wanting in that“ ornament of a meek 


and quiet ſpirit, which is in God's ſight of 
* ſo great price“? The School-boy and Ap- 
"ow regard. uſually: their ſtate as that of 


hard 


% Rem. i. 30. Gen. iii. 16. 
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hard ſervitude ; and though their neck be 


brought under the yoke, their heart ſighs for 


liberty. The rod can hardly reſtrain them 
from taking it before the time; whilſt at 
certain ſeaſons the ſpirit of Diſobedience is 
too ſtrong to be withheld by fear, and ſub- 
jects them to deſerved correction. The ſer- 
vant, diſcontented at his ſtation, thinks it 
unreaſonable always to ſubmit to a man like 


himſelf: he will not be found fault with; 
but his heart, if not his tongue, anſwers 


again: on his own head he will often act 


without orders, and ſometimes contrary to 
them. He kindles at rebuke, and will not 


bear expoſtulation. Inſtead of being ſub- 


«ject with fear and trembling, not only to 
„ the good. and gentle, but alſo to the fro- 


* ward; it is with difficulty that the moſt 


gentle maſters or miſtreſſes are born with; 


whilſt the common and the juſt complaint 
is, the ſaucineſs and perverſeneſs of ſervants, 


and the general wiſh that they could live 
without them. $7 


a; Impatience is among the defperate 
Akai of the heart: It is that riſing 
of heart we feel againſt Gop or man, as 


OU 


13 1 Pet. ii. 18. 
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our will is croſſed by them, or our g hong 
tions , ROI 


ä (x) Againſt Gop : this temper frequently 
appears under his corrections and afflictions. 
It was not without deep knowledge of the hu- 
man nature, that Satan ſaid to Gop con- 
cerning 7b, Put forth thy hand now and 
„touch all that he hath, and he will curſe 
u thee to thy face. For ſuch uſually are 
the effects produced by his chaſtiſements. 


1. Under Poverty this impatience is ſeen, 
eſpecially when we are reduced to it from pre- 
ceding affluence. When Agur prayed againſt 
Poverty, he gives this reaſon for it, * Leſt J 
take the name of my Gop in vain : he 
knew how apt the heart was in ſuch a ſtate 
to murmur. And who 1s there thus needy, 
that hath not experienced the rifings of diſ- 
content, and ſecret repmings of heart? Have 
you been brought low? Doth the world frown 
upon you ? Are you reduced to be obliged to 
others? How diſſatisfied are you with this 
your fituation ? How many hard thoughts of 
Gop riſe up in your mind? Whoever hath 
been converſant among the indigent, muſt 

| have 
13 ſob i. 11. 1+ Prov. xxx. 9. 
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have been often a witneſs of this complain- 
ing diſcontented ſpirit. Every man thinks 
Gop partial in the diſtribution of his gifts, 
and-dares find fault with him merely becauſe 
he does what he will with his own 4. 


2. The ſame ſpirit is ſeen under bodily 
Afﬀtitions. * Doth Gop lay his hand heavy 
„upon you? Is your fleſh dried up as a 
„ potſherd, and your moiſture as the drought 
* in ſummer ** ? Doth he cut you off with 
* pining ſickneſs, and from day even to night 
„make an end of you '' Ho reſtleſs are 
you under his hand? How fretful your tem- 
per? your body is not more uneaſy. You 
may not ſeem in your own eyes to be angry 
with God, but be aſſured that this is at the 
bottom; and you give your anger vent on 
thoſe about you. Nothing is done to your 
mind. You are ſcarcely touched, even by 
the friendly hand that means to aſſiſt you, 
but you complain. The leaſt delay or miſ- 
take makes you 1mpatient; and troubleſome 
as by your ſickneſs. you unavoidably are to 
all around, you make yourſelf ſtill infinitely 
more ſo by your diſcontent with them; and 

: 72 whocver 


ss un. xx;-11, 18. 1 Pal. xxxii. 4. 
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whoever comes near you muſt hear all your 
complaints, aggravated, repeated, as though 
there was * no ſorrow like your own®; and 
what is this but that ſpirit which * fretteth 
” againſt the Lonp ? Whoever hath at. 
' tended ſick beds, needs no evidence of this 
truth. 


3. Inpatience rages when God takes away 
ſome darling our heart was fixed upon. 
Go in his wiſe providence afflicts us for 
our good ; and when he ſees his gifts abuſed 
or made a ſnare to us, he kindly reſumes 
them. Then what a ferment is in the ſoul? 
and often violent as a bear robbed of her 
helps“, our repinings teſtify our diſplea- 
ſure againſt Gop. Who hath not heard the 
cries of impatient Anguiſh ? Who hath not 
ſcen the determined obſtinacy of inconſolable 
Grief? Their idols. Tike Micat s, are ſnatched 
away: their life was bound up in the Huſ- 
band, the Wife, the Child, the Friend, or 
ſome dear objet of their affections, and they 
are dead, irrecover ably loſt to them: and 
now, like Rachel, 11 they refuſe to be com- 
forted . Then what reflections ariſe in 
the, mind againſt Gob, as though cruelty, 


not 


4 


" Prov. x1 3. s Jef. xxxi. 15. 
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not kindneſs, injuſtice, not mercy, directed 
the blow? With what determinedneſs, whilſt 
they can, do they hold it faſt, as though they 


would not let it go? And if it be violently 


plucked from their arms, how fretful is the 
language of their hearts, It is better for me 
to die than to live *. Hence in ſome the 


moſt fatal effects follow; by impious violence 
on themſelves they ſeek to fly from Gop; or 
in their ſullen forrows pine away: and where 


matters go not to this exceſs, ſtill, who doth. 


reſign to Gop his gifts as he ought, without 
once impeaching his kindneſs, or murmuring 
at his diſpenſations? 


Many other providential diſappointments 


might be brought to evidence the ſame thing. 
But from what hath been already ſaid, O- 
ever obſerves his heart will find ſufficient 
proofs of this ſpirit within him. 


*(2.) Inpatieuce diſcovers itſelf alſo with re- 
ſpect to curſelven. We cannot bear our bur- 
dens with content: our weakneſſes, infirmi- 
ties, the diſcoveries of our corruptions, all 
operate this way. When we do not anſwer 
the opinion we have conceived of ourſelves, 

| when 
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when what we have been engaged in does 
not ſatisfy our expectations, when we can- 

not pleaſe ourſelves in any matter we have 
in hand, when by our imprudence or miſ- 
takes we have run ourſelves mto trouble, 
how uneaſy have we made ourſelves ; turned 
ſelf-tormentors, arid added not only forrow 
to ſorrow, but ſin to fin? This will be par- 
ticularly obſerved by thoſe who have ſome 
knowledge: of their own hearts in their Mi- 
ritual concerns. If you have fallen into 
temptation, and been laid lower in your 
on eyes by your miſbehaviour ; if after 
many ſtruggles you find ſtill the riſings of 
old corruptions; if you enjoy not the peace 
which others do; if you have not made that 

advancement in the divine life you propoſed 
to yourſelf; in theſe and the like inſtances, 
inſtead) of quietly lying down in the duſt of 
ſelf- abaſement, impatience will be ready to 
increaſe the evil, by fretting at being found 
ſo-bad. This deſerves to be much remarked, 
becauſe I fear ſometimes we are apt to in- 
dulge complaints about our corruptions, and 
miſtake them as tokens of humility, when 
they ſavour more of the ſpirit w we have been 8 
bd N . | 


3. This 
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(3) This evil temper is ſhewn alſo towards 
others, We can as little bear diſappointment 
or correction from the world, as afflictions 
from Gop; and hence a continual. ground 
of uncaſineſs, We have naturally no com- 
paſſion for the faults or infirmities of others, 
and yet require the greatelt indulgence to 
our own, Hence not only in the weightier 
matters of the world, but on the moſt in- 
conſiderable trifles (and here ofteneſt it may 
be obſerved, becauſe theſe oftener occur) this 
ſpirit works. You have ſomething to be 
done, and the , perſon, through ignorance 
or miſtake, either cannot or does not: pleaſe 


you; ſuch an one acts fooliſhly in his buſi- 


neſs, or imprudently in his Chriſtian. courſe ; 


you cannot; after all your . pains prevail on 


this perſon, to follow your advice or take 


your inſtructions; upon ſuch occaſions what 


is your temper? Vu are heated, haſty, im- 


patient with them; and your ſpirit ſharpens 
your remonſtrance. Thus you exaſperate, 


when you ſhould either overlook or correct 


with mildneſs. On the other hand, when 


you yourſelf ee how little can you bear 


reproof? though ſweetned with love, how 


hardly is it palatable, and how intolerably 
offenſive 
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offenſive if accompanied with harſhneſs or 
aggravations ? 


Ahh, Anger is another temper of the fallen 
ſpirit. It is the reſentment ſhewn to inju- 
e ries or provocations, whether real or ima- 
« ginary.“ Our pride is generally at the 
bottom; that is hurt: then our boſom riſes, 
our countenance changes, our voice is quick- 


ened, our words are bitter: and this fre- 


quently is the caſe on the moſt inſignificant 
occaſions. We cannot bear contradiction : 
though being in the midſt of many like our- 
ſelves, we muſt meet with it: we have ſet 
a value upon ourſelves which others do not 
ſeem to take notice of; we are ill-uſed ”— 
thoſe from whom we leaſt expected it ; 
are impoſed upon by thoſe we truſted ; we 
hear in company ſomething diſreſpectful ſaid 
of us, or it is reported to us by others; our 
perſon is inſulted, our character defamed, 
or our friend injured : then the heart boils, 
and paſſion ſtruggles for vent: ſometimes 
circumſtances reſtrain it, ſometimes it rages 


and is violent, returning evil for evil, and 


* railing for railing ®. And this temper e- 
ſpecially breaks out at home, where, on how 
trivial a matter are our houſes filled with 

diſputes, 


Serm, 4. | of th e 


. 


diſputes, and noiſe, and clamour, and every 
* 
evil work? 


sti, E FA allo 1 is what the fallen ſpirit. 
luſteth unto. It is the repining the heart feels 
* at another's ſuperior excellence or proſpe- 
cc rity.” Becauſe his father loved /, his 
brethren hated him; they regarded with an 
evil eye the coat of many colours, and it had 
nearly colt him his life. We cannot bear. 
that another ſhould be more eſteemed, more. 
ſucceſof ul or richer than ourſelves ; eſpecially. 
if he, Was once our equal; par ticularly if he 
be of "the fame profeſſion, or competitor with. 
us for any, diſtinction. Hence, ſince ” many... 
run in the race; and one only receiveth the. 
prize je the effect of diſappointed pride 
appears in all men; for all have ſome things 
wherein they fail; though in others they. 
may be the objects of envy. This is the 
ſource from which moſt part of the conver- | 
ſation | in company ariſes : each hath his com- 
plaints ; ; accuſes the partiality of the world; 
wants to hear ſomething depreciating of the 

cavied rival; is ready to derogate from his 
worth ; and pleaſed if any ſtep be taken to 
lellen his excellence or remove him out of the 


way. Hence ſlander, ſcandal, backbiting, 
G lies, 
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lies, are invented, reported, propagated : and 
in general, it becomes a difficult matter among 
ſuch miſrepreſentations to know a man's real 


character. 


And, whilſt Vice univerſally thus prevails 
in the world, thoſe who are ſeparated from 
the world will find the remainders of the 
ſame corrupt temper, If you ſee a brother, 
whoſe graces are more eminent, and whoſe 
advancement in the divine life ſurpaſſes your 
own ; eſpecially if thereby he 1s highly 


eſteemed by thoſe, whoſe favour you value ; 


above all, if his ſuperior piety eclipſes and 
makes you leſs taken notice of; you mult be 
very deeply humbled indeed, if envious jea- 
louſy againſt ſuch an one does not find a 
place in your heart, 


_ 6thly, Hatred: © This is the ſettled diſlike 
* of thoſe by whom we have been injured, or 
© whoſe conduct in any manner reproaches 
© us.” Thus © Eſau hated Jacob for de- 
priving him of his bleſſing, © and in his heart 
* ſaid, The days of mourning for my father 
„are at hand, then will I ſlay my brother 
® Jacob *. And our hatred betrays itſelf 

on 
21 Gen, xxvii 41. 
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on the appearance of the perſon diſliked, 
eſpecially if it be unexpected. When“ his 
brethren beheld %% afar off, they ſaid, 
* Behold, this dreamer cometh ** ®, and took 
counſel to flay him. You hear it oſten ſaid, 
<< I forgive, but I cannot forget.” Here the 
root remains. Though an apparent recon- 
ciliation ſeems for a time to heal the wound, 
it continues to feſter within. This is the caſe 
in a thouſand particulars which might be 
inſtanced, but it appears no where more 
frequently than where Religion 1s concerned, 
There is an eternal enmity put between 
* the ſeed of the ſerpent and the ſeed of the 
* woman ***®; and thoſe who are of the latter 
muſt be hated of the former. As their light 
reproves abidingly the works of darknels, 
and teſtifies of the world that its deeds are 
evil?“ it cannot but produce hatred, Since 
the day that Cain hated Abel, becauſe his 
„works were righteous *, fo it is ſtill. ” He 
that 1s born after the fleſh, perſecutes and 
© hates him that is born after the Spirit“. 
And no marvel: © He that was a murderer 
from the beginning, could not but ſtamp 
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22 Gen. xxxvii. 18, 19. 23 Gen. iii. 15. 
*» Eph. v. 11, 13. 25 Gal. iv. 29. 
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this ſtrong mark of his image upon the fallen 
hcart, 


7thly, Malice: This is Envy and Hatred 
united and heightned. It 1s peculiarly the ſpirit 
of the devil. © It is the delight men feel in the 
« wickedneſs or misfortunes of others, par- 
* ticularly of their enemies.” This temper 
ſhews itſelf abundantly in the world. There 
is indeed a conſpiracy againſt Gop: not con- 
tent to ſerve the devil a httle, we ſeem am- 
bitious to ſerve him much; as though it was 
our verieſt happineſs. 'To engage a number 
to join in the ſame ” cxceſs of riot *; to ſce 
the drunkenneſs or quarrels of others; to 
teize and exaſperate thoſe who you know to 
be fretful ; eſpecially to prevail on ſome, 
who made profeſſion of Religion, to betray 
it; what ſatisfaction does it give to the heart? 
And how ready are you to glory over them, 
and, devil- like, turn accuſer, and report, 
and reproach them for the very fins you 
tempted them to commit ? You hear ſome- 
thing evil of your enemy, and how happy 
are you to run open-mouthed into the world 
and ſpread 1t, heightned by your relation ? 
One differs from you in his religious ſenti— 
ments, 
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ments, and happens to give a handle for of- 
fence, How confidently you attribute it to 
the corruptneſs of his principles, and reproach 
the whole body ſor the faults of an indivi- 
dual? If any miſery or calamity hath befallen 
the object of your hatred, doth not your heart 
feel a ſecret glow? Does your rival in trade 
fail, what a ſatisfaction? Is he that troubled 
you called oft by death? the tolling-bell is 
muſic in your cars. Is your adverſary fallen? 
immediately your cry is, There, there, ſo 
„ would we have it“ *. Theſe are the indi- 
cations of the malicious ſpirit. 


Aly, Revenge brings up the rear; the laſt, 


but not the leaſt of our ſpiritual wickedneſſes. 
It is the defire or actual infliction of ſome 
* puniſhment, according to the dictates of 
& malice, on thoſe who have offended us.” 
* Vengeance is mine, I will repay, faith the 
© LORD . But man, the arrogant aſſumer 
of Gon's prerogatives, would be ſaying, nay, 
“Vengeance is mine, I will repay.” Hence 
the contrivances how to return the injuries we 
have ſuffered; the watching the beſt time and 
opportunity for it; the reſtielincis till tha, 
time comes; the eagerneſs to ſeize the mo- 
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ment; the violenoe if your adverſary falls into 
your power; and the pleaſure you take in tor- 
menting when occaſion offers. It is a com- 
mon ſaying, © Revenge 1s ſweet; and it is a 
true one: yet what a dreadful mark of a dia- 
bolical ſpirit, and an eſpecial proof of the doc- 
trine advanced in the text, that the heart is 
above all things deſperately wicked * ? 


If the hints above given have the bleſſed 
effects of leading us more experimentally into 
the knowledge of ourſelves, then ſhall not 
our labour have been beſtowed in vain. For 
the following effects will be produced by it: 


1. In proportion as we diſcover the vileneſs 
of our nature, we ſhall have admiring appre- 
henſions of the riches of Gop's grace, who 
thought upon us in this low, this deplorably 
wretched and wicked eſtate. That when we 
were the enemies of Gop and his law, and 
no one trace of any thing pleaſing remained, 
bat * evil, and that continually , was found 
in us; that when we were become abomina- 
ble, yea altogether abominable ; that when 
by nature we were as apoſtate from Gop as 
the devils themſelves ; that hen Gop ſhould 
have compaſſion on us: that ien he * ſhould 


think 
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think towards us thoughts of peace, and 
” not of evil“; that en he ſhould plan out 
a covenant of Redemption; that hen he 
ſhould give his own Son; that en * the 
* brightneſs of the Father's glory“ ſhould be 
incarnate; that hen he ſhould © lay on him 
the ſins of the whole world*; that hen in 
* his own body on the tree he ſhould take 
* away ſin by the ſacrifice of himſelf *; that 
then he ſhould bleed and groan and die in tor- 
ment, in 1gnominy, in dereliction, for us, mi- 
ſerable ſinners; for us, ungodly; for us, his 
enemies; for us, that were fallen into the belly 
of hell; that he might redeem, juſtify, ſanc- 
tify, glorify us. This indeed is love! Love, 


* the height and length and breadth and depth 


of which ſurpaſſeth knowledge. Did 
we know more of ourſelves we ſhould know 
more of Gop's love to us; and becauſe ® much 
* hath been forgiven us“, be led to“ love 
him much . What a motive is this to 
ſearch into the depth of corruption, that we 
may feel ourſelves more conſtrained by the 
debt of gratitude ! 


2. If ſuch is our nature as hath been de- 
ſcribed, how abſolutely neceſſary does it ap- 
G 4 Pear, 


1 John iv. 10, 29 Epheſ. iii. 18, 19. 
Luke vii. 47. 


— 
2 — — y omg — U — ũ oaͤ — — — 


W — 
2 = - 
a - - — 


— — 
* 


* —— 
— — 
Ma A aa S 


_— 


83 The Deceitfulneſs and Corruption Serm. 4. 


sar, and how little need we marvel at what 
CrrisT faid, Except a man be born again, 
he cannot fee the kingdom of Gopy © ©? 
Theſe cannot be the tempers which make us 
meet for an inheritance among the ſaints in 
light“. Whilſt they are undiſcovered and 
unſubdued, What communion can there be 


between righteouſneſs and unrighteouſneſs, 
«I 


Cris and Balials? The neceſſity of the 
zew-birth, of a real participation of a divine 
nature, of a change, not of names or opinions 
or outſides, but of heart, is indeed at preſent 
ſtrangely unknown or derided ; whilſt ene part 
think their nature gcod enough, and regenera- 
tion no better than myſtic Hutbuſaſin; and 
the other, that if we have been baptized in the 
Church, have partaken of her ordinances, led 
2 decent life, and ſhewn a zeal for the exter- 
nals of Religion, that en we have all the 
re generation which the ſcripture exhorts us 
to look for, But alas! the ſuperficial religion 
of the latter is as far from real converſion of 
heart, as the blindneis or infidelity of the 
former. We mult be born again; we muft 
expernmentaily know a tranſition“ from death 
” unto life, and from the power of Satan 
* unto Go . We mult be ® renewed in 
the 
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* the ſpirit of our minds“; we muſt put off 
the old man **, and put on the Lord Jesvs 
* CyrisT **; we mult be transformed into 
* his image and hkenels *” ©, before we can 
ever hope to“ ſee him face to face“. And 
how earneſtly will they ſeck it, who fecl how 
dceply they need 1t; and know that except 
the Holy Ghoſt work this effectual change in 
us, „that which is born of the fleſh is and 
* muſt be for ever fleth ** ? Happy is the 
man who, taught in any meaſure to KN O 
himſelf, flies to the throne of grace, and, ac- 
cording to his neceſſities, pleads with 1mpor- 
tunity for an abundant ſupply of the Spirit of 
CurisT to lighten his darkneſs, help his 
weakneſs, diſcover the deceitfulneſs, change 
the corruption of his nature, and to“ make 
him a new heart, and create a right ſpirit 
„ within him“. Such a one ſhall be reſcued 
from his native miſery; and “ grow up into 
* him, who is the head, even CuRIsT *, till in 
heaven he comes to the meaſure of the ſta- 
* ture of his tuinels ®, and everlaſting victory 
over a deſperately wicked heart ſhall crown 
his happy labour. 
3+ Ephel. iv. 23, 35 Epheſ. iv. 22. 
3" Rom. xii. 14. 37 2 Cor, iii. 18. 
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JEREMIAH XVII. 9. 


The heart is deceitful above all things, and 
deſperately wicked, who can know it? 


E HY 1s duſt and aſhes proud? Who 
10 w can ſolve the queſtion, or ſhew ſa- 
i tisfactorily wherein we can juſtly 
glory? Surely the more we exa- 

mine, the more we ſhall be convinced, that 
e Pride was never made for man:“ for man, a 
creature ſo fallen; ſo polluted in his nature; 
ſo deſperately wicked in heart; ſo corrupt 
in all his ways. Yet duſt and aſhes, fnful 
duſt and aſhes, will be proud notwithſtand- 
ing; and vaunt itſelf “ as though it were ſome 
* great thing“; wall tell of its dignity; glory 
in its rectitude; admire its own excellencies 
extol its goodneſs ; and boaſt almoſt its di- 
vinity, 
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vinity, as Gop knowing good and evil“; 
as ſelf-taught to decide on every inſtance of 
right and wrong; and naturally charmed 
with Virtue's beauty, diſpoſed with faithful- 
nels to embrace it. Strange ignorance! In- 
fatuation lamentable ! and claiming much 
more juſtly our pity, than the poor lunatic 
that ſtruts a King in his iron-fenced cell, 
with his crown of ſtraw and tattered robes 
of fancicd majeſty, © Know THYSELF,” 
vain man! thou maſs of corruption ; thou 
polluted both in fleſh and ſpirit ; thou abo- 
mination of the moſt Holy; Know thyſelf, 
and be confounded. “ The crown is fallen 
from thy head; thy glory is departed from 
* thee®; thy all is loſt: ariſe then, and take 
to thee thy proper garments; clothe thyſelf in 
ſackcloth, conſeſs“ thou art vile, abhor thy- 


„ ſelf in duſt and aſhes *. 


Happy will it be for us, my friends, when 
the diſcovery of our hearts has laid us thus 
low. Before Honour is Humility **. By 
n Pride the angels fell from heaven *; by 
pride man alſo fell on earth; by pride we 
ſink deeper ſtill in the abyſs of fin; and by 

25 pride 


fob xl 4 li. 6. 2 Prov. xv. 33. 
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pride obſtinately perſiſted in, with them we 


muſt for ever be caſt into the bottomlels pit. 


Humility and lowlineſs of mind are the 
only ways by which we can aſcend from the 
depths of corruption. By Humility alone we 
can be led to ſeek the reſtoration of the image 
we have loſt upon earth; and by * Humility 


we ſhall mount, as on the ſteps of Jacch's 
ladder, to the heaven for which we were ori- 


ginally deſigned, O precious Humility, what 
a friend art thou to fallen man ! But how 
may we obtain this virtue of Humility? Here 
1s the queſtion: and what anſwer can be 
given? Know THYSELF, So far as we ſee 
the truth of our ſtate; fo far as we really in- 
quire into the myſtery of iniquity within ; ſo 


tar as we are convinced of the deep and utter 


apoſtaſy of our nature; ſo far, and no far- 
ther, ſhall we be humbled. Now to effect 
this hath been my purpoſe in the preceding 
Diſcourſes on theſe words, which ſubject 
will be concluded in the preſent. O that the 


truths they contain may, through the illumi- 


natton 


What is here ſpoken of Humility, muſt be underſtood to 
imply no more than that the ſenſe of our guilt alone can make 
the Goſpel welcome to us. For it is this humbling diſcovery 
of our own hearts which convinces us that CazisT mult be to 
48 all and in all. 
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nation of the Holy Spirit, be made the means, 
if but to any one ſoul, of true Humility ; and 
conſequently, of leading it to him who pro- 
mites to revive the ſpirit of the humble, and 
u to revive the heart of the contrite ** ! 


That the heart of man 1s deſperately wicked 
I have attempted to ſhew, from the conſidera- 
tion of ſome of the chief tempers of his ſoul : 
from whence it hath appeared, that he is by 
nature unbelieving, proud, ſelf-willed, diſobedient, 


impatient, angry, envious, full of hatred, mali- 


cious, revengeful. I ſhall farther purſue this 
mortifying ſubject in the conſideration of his 
earthly-mindedneſs and vile affections. 


We are fallen under the dominion of F 
and Senſe, Every object from without tends 
to enſnare us, and to draw forth the world- 
lineſs and luſt which is wiflin us. All our 
wiſdom is chiefly employed in contriving to 
make proviſion for theſe ; whilſt the luſts 
themſelves, * the luſt of the eye, and the luſt 
© of the fleſh*, inſatiate as the grave, are daily 
crying, Give, give. 


I. The ½ of the eye, or the love of money, 
1s naturally fixed in our hearts; and how 
deeply 


+ Ifai. lvii. 15. 
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deeply you may eaſily ſee, if you will conſider 
the manner of getting or ing the unrigh- 
teous mammon. 


It muſt be obſerved, before I enter particu- 
larly into the workings of this temper, that 
Covetouſneſs ſometimes reigns alone or chief 
in the heart, ſometimes it is accompanied with 
other interfering vices; alone, when the co- 
vetous man is merely intent upon heaping up, 
longs to ſee ſo much in his bags; goes and 
counts over his ſums with ſecret delight; 
marks every piece; and worſhips with moſt 
unfeigned affection his golden god. Some- 
times accompanied, when other vicious paſſions 
alſo call for their gratification. And here the 
greateſt profuſion of money may be conſiſtent 
with the moſt covetous deſire of it. The States- 
man, whoſe love of the unrighteous mammon 
ſhall make him infamouſly to fleece the public, 
may yet ſpend his thouſands of that ill- gotten 
treaſure in Bribery and Luxury. The Trades- 
man, whoſe attention to enrich himſelf makes 
him wear out his life in almoſt ſleepleſs in- 
duſtry and care, may yet be a ſquanderer of 
thoſe very riches in a Tavern or Bagnio. The 
Highwayman, whoſe love of filthy lucre 
tempts him daily to hazard his neck at the 

Gallows, 


- 
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Gallo, may yet be found beſtowing that 
Very idol on his Miſtreſs in a Brothel. Theſe 
ray all be juſt as ſtrong inſtances of this 
temper as the Miſer. The only difference is, 
their other vices at times are more predomi- 
nant, and they claſh with each other. Pride, 
Luſt and Vanity, take the aſcendency, and 
then the fruits of covetouſneſs are diſperſed, 
and new calls ariſe to exerciſe it. Hence a 
young perſon may be as covetous as an old 
one, thou gh the former never kept five guineas 
long ata time in his poſſeſſion, and the tier 
never ſpent five ſhillings out of his thouſands 
but in abſolute neceſſaries. I note this, be- 
cauſe few perſons imagine that Covetouſneſs 
and Prodigality can be ſo nearly allied. 


Having premiſed this, I ſay, the love of 
money is naturally fixed in our hearts. This 
will be evident in the deſires of the heart 
after it. Now examine yourſelves whether 
ſome or other, more or fewer, of the follow- 
ing ſymptoms have not appeared in yotr: 
When you have ſeen another's affluence, 
have you never felt the ſecret wiſh, © O that 
« it were mine?” When alone, hath not 
your mind been running out in imaginary 
r mat] graſping at the diſtant hope of 

affluence ? 
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affluence? and pleaſed with the ſhadow, 
though every appearance of actual ſucceſs 
was wanting in your views? Hath not this 
principle ſet you on contriving how to 
abound ? Yea, hath it not been in your ima- 
gination the chief good, and infinitely ſupe- 
rior to“ the kingdom of Gop, and his righ- 
” teouſne(s “? You at leaſt muſt be convinced 
of this, who will conſider the anxiety which 
habitually you ſhew after the world ; the 
vexations when things favour not your 
gains; the delight when the unrighteous 
mammon flows in upon you; and the uni- 
form plan you keep in view, of ſecuring and 
increaſing your ſtore, The world wakes 
with you early in the morning, and the 
thoughts of gain prevent the thoughts of 
Gop: you go forth into the world engaged 
in the purſuit of gold, not godlineſs : you 
weary yourſelf, it may be, till night ; and 
late he down with this upon your heart. 
Thus it is the firſt thing with you when you 
awake, and the laſt before you ſleep : nay, 
your very dreams, it may be, are tinctured 
with the ſame, and place you ſtill amidſt 
the buſineſs, merchandiſe and labour of the 
world; and your fancy imagines a new {ceng 
ol hopes and fears and joys, Nay, even 
Is! your 
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Galldws, may yet be found beſtowing that 
Very idol on his Miſtreſs in a Brothel. Theſe 
may all be juſt as ſtrong inſtances of this 
temper as the Miſer. The only difference is, 

their other vices at times are more predomi- 
nant, and they claſh with each other. Pride, 
Luft and Vanity, take the aſcendency, and 
then the fruits of covctouſhelſs are diſperſed, 
and new calls ariſe to exerciſe 'it. Hence a 
young perſon may be as covetous as an old 
one, though the former never kept five guincas 
long at a time in his poſſeſſion, and the other 
never ſpent five {hilings out of his thouſands 


but in abſolute neceſſaries. I note this, be- 


cauſe few perſons imagine that Covetouſneſs 
and Prodigality can be fo nearly allied. 


Having premiſed this, I ſay, the love of 
money is naturally fixed in our hearts. This 
will be evident in the defires of the heart 
after it. Now examine yourſelves whether 
ſome or other, more or fewer, of the follow- 
ing ſymptoms have not appeared in you. 
When you have ſcen another's affluence, 
have you never felt the ſecret wiſh, © O that 
« it were mine?” When alone, hath not 
your mind been running out in imaginary 
Bees? graſping at the diſtant hope of 

affluence ? 
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affluence? and pleaſed with the ſhadow, 
though every appearance of actual ſucceſs 
was wanting in your views? Hath not this 
principle ſet you on contriving how to 
abound ? Yea, hath it not been in your ima» 
gination the chief good, and infinitely ſupe- 
rior to © the kingdom of God, and his righ- 
” tcoulne{s*? You at leaſt muſt be convinced 
of this, who will conſider the anxiety which 
habitually you ſhew after the world ; the 
vexations when things favour not your 
gains; the delight when the unrighteous 
mammon flows in upon you; and the uni- 
form plan you keep in view, of ſecuring and 
increaſing your ſtore, The world wakes 
with you early in the morning, and the 
thoughts of gain prevent the thoughts of 
Gop: you go forth into the world engaged 
in the purſuit of gold, not godlineſs : you 
weary yourſelf, it may be, till night ; and 
late he down with this upon your heart. 
Thus it is the firſt thing with you when you 
awake, and the laſt before you ſleep : nay, 
your very dreams, it may be, are tinctured 
with the ſame, and place you ſtill amidſt 
the buſineſs, merchandiſe and labour of the 
world; and your fancy 1magines a new {cgng 
af hopes and fears and joys. Nay, even 

1 FI your 
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your very prayers (if time be ſpared for what 
you call your prayers) are interrupted by the 
ſame lucrative thoughts. The Sabbath is pol- 
luted by them; the holy Table of the Losp, 
which you preſume to approach, is defiled 

with them; your heart is full, and out of 

* its abundance” the ſtreams flow uninter- 
rupted. 3 


I would obſerve, that whilſt the conſtant 
| prevalence of this temper, in a greater or leſs 
H degree, is the ſure mark of the bondage of 
$] corruption in the worldling; the renewed heart 
Vw will find great cauſe to mourn over the re- 
* mainders of the ſame inordinate concupiſ- 
cence, and to condemn thoſe 1dolatrous de- 
| fires which would: intrude themſelves even 
hh into their moſt ſolemn ſervices. 


From this ſource a correſpondent. con- 
| verſation naturally flows. Men feel them- 
KB ſelves in their element when the diſcourſe 
lt turns upon matters ſuited to make them 
Til. worldly-wiſe. They will take pleaſure, in 
1 recounting their advantages: It is naught, 
2 it is naught, ſaith the buyer; but when he 
* goeth away, then he boaſteth . The lips 


Prov. xx. 14. 


Serm. 5. of the Heart. 99 


of ſach perſons will be open to flattery and 
fawning toward their patron or their cuſ- 
tomers : they will be very ready to reflect on 
a tradeſman that underſels them; they will 
ſtudioufly avoid, as painful and interruptive 
of their views, whatever is“ for the uſe of 
„ edifying, which might miniſter grace to 
the hearers“; and be filent when ſuch diſ- 
courſe 1s ſtarted ; but when the world and 
the things thereof 1s the topic, their tongues 
will be let looſe, and their attention fixed; 
theſe are the ſymptoms of earthly-minded- 
neſs; and where circumſtances give them 
ſcope for appearing they never fail, though 
in different meaſures, to diſcover the power 
of this corruption in the heart. And this 
will be farther evident in their manner of 
getting money, which will ever be, more or 
leſs, by acts of fraud and injuſtice; by unrea- 
ſonable profits, by adulterating their goods, 
or being ſcanty in their meaſures; by lend- 
ing at unlawful advantage; by making the 
neceſlities or ignorance of others a handle to 
oppreſs them; by borrowing or running into 
gebt, when they have no real intention or 
proſpect of repaying; by making the Lord'ss 
day a day of merchandiſe ; by withholding 
reſtitution of ill-gotten gain: ſo true it will 


H - appear 
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appear that the love of, money is the root 
of all evil; and that wherever it is mens 
grand aim to.” abound, and they make 


got haſte 8 be rich, they cannot be inno- 
cent | 


There is no wickedneſs of the heart more 
flagrant it may be, or leſs taken notice of 
than this. The god of this world“ hath 
cloſed the eyes of his votaries, yea, hath 
gilded with every ſpecious name the moſt 
abominable of our corrupt tempers : we call 
our covetouſneſs a proper regard for our fa- 
milies ; our ſlavery to mammon, honeſt in- 
duſtry ; our love of the world, prudence; 
and our rapaciouſneſs, minding the main 
chance. And thus whilſt this maxim is re- 
ceived, © Get as much as you can in an ho- 
<« neſt way;” that is to ſay, without riſk- 
ing your neck at the gallows, we ſce men, 
the {laves of this abominable temper, quiet 
and eaſy, without any apprehenſions of their 
ſin or danger; yea, rather bleſſing themſelves 
in having cared for their own houſes, and 
acted the part of a good relation in: accumu- 
Aaring for them fo genteel a portion. 
The 


6s Prov. xxvlii. 20. 
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The z of money, as well as the manmer 
of getting it, ſhews the covetouſneſs of the 
heart. By natural obligation, as well as by 
the poſitive law of Gop, we are bound * to 
do juſtice, and to love mercy **: and in 
this chiefly conſiſts our duty towards our 
neighbour : but to both of theſe covetouſneſs 
oppoſes itſelf more or leſs; and makes us un- 
juſt and wnmerciful towards our fellow-crea- 
tures. A faithful examination of our hearts 


will ſhew us quickly in what meaſure this 
5 K hath reigned in us. 


Juice is © the rendring unto all their dues, 
ee and owing no man any thing: but co- 
vetouſneſs hath harpy talons, and 1s too 
ready to hold faſt whatever it hath graſped. 
Hence money is parted with as ſo many drops 
of blood by the avaricious: and the moſt feel 
too great an attachment to Self in the matter, 
In worldly dealings we may obſerve it, in 
peoples backwardneſs to pay the debts they 
have contracted; by their endeavours to beat 
down the price of any thing and fave a trifle, 
it may be, at the expence of many lies; their 
great partiality to ſelf in their bargains and 
contracts ; their grudging the neceſſary de- 


bs 3 mands 
7 Micah vi. $ | 
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mands of the State, and readineſs to defraud 
it in cuſtoms and taxes; their robbing Gop's 
Altar of the portion his ſervice demands; 
counting lightly of his Miniſters, and think- 
ing it no duty to communicate to them of 
their worldly things. Thele, among innume- 
rable other inſtances of injuſtice, are the cvi- 
dences of a covetous heart. 


Mercy 1s © the regard we ſhow to objects 
e in diſtreſs.” Covetouſneſs makes a man 
ſclliſh, and unfeeling to the wants of others. 
Though many a one thinks himſelf enough 
exempt from covetouſneſs, if he can ſay he 
15 punctually honeſt, and pays every one his 
due. But alas! © It our brother ſtand mnecd, 
and we ſhut up our bowels of compaſſion 
from him“, how little will our honeſty ex- 
cuſe us from the charge of being uncharitable? 
The ſubſiſtence and working of this ſelfiſh- 
nels you muſt needs have obſerved, by the 
moſt tranſient glance on the world or your 
own heart. When an object of diſtreſs hath 
fallen in your way, have you never avoided 
it; and, /* like the Prieſt and Levite, paſſed 
buy on the other ſide **? When that could 
not be donc, and the importunity of want was 

clamorous, 

Luke x. 31, 32. 
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clamorous, how ſurly have you ſpoken to 
hide your covetouſnets, and added unjuſt re- 
proach to their neceſſities? How little have 
you made it your care to inquire for the 
needy, and to reheve them? Where and when 
have the hungry been fed, the thirſty drank 
of your cup, or the naked been clothed by 
you? The lick viſited, the aged, the widow, 
and the orphan relieved by your kind hand ? 
And this, when it was in the power of your 
hand to give, without diſtreſſing yourſelf, 
or violating any duty you owe to others. 
Though it may be on ſuch occaſions you 
have a ready excuſe. You were greatly afraid 
of encouraging idleneſs, you have a family 
of your own; you do not abound yourſelf : 
but are not theſe vain pretexts to cover the 
ſelfiſnneſs of your heart? I mean not to coun- 
tenance every idle vagrant ; but where you 
know there is need, is your hand open ? Your 
care for your family is laudable, but it ſhews 
the covetouſneſs of your heart, when it makes 
you inſenſible to others wants. You may be 
low yourſelf; but though you labour with 
your hands for a maintenance, you may ſtill 
have two mes to ſpare to the greater indi- 
gence of others; and whenever, according 
to your ability, you are not * ready to diſtri- 

H bute, 
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* bute, willing to communicate ? *, you are 
certainly under the influence of covetouſneſs. 


It muſt be remarked indeed, that there are 
many, whoſe ſplendid appearance of bene- 
volence would ſeem to exempt.them from un- 
charitableneſs : but it muſt be obſerved allo, 
that a tender conſtitution -may not. be able 
to withſtand the cries of an object in diſ- 
treſs; that the affectation of liberality may 
ewe the ſordidneſs of our temper ; that 
the hope of © hiding a multitude. of ſins *, 
by fuch (ignorantly eſtcemetl).commutative 
acts of goodneſs; that the importunity of a 
friend whom we would not difoblige, and 
many other ſinful principles, not the true Ave 
cf mercy, may be the motives to our charity. 
And this is always evident, it: the pittance 
from your abundance goes from you with re- 
Juctance ; if you-are afterwards commending 
'yourſelf for your generoſity; or if, while 
you are not wholly deſtitute of deeds of alms- 
giving, you ſcek not to be in a capacity to 
abound in em as you might and INE 

I 
9 1 Tim. vi. 18. t? James v. 20. 1 Pet. iv. 8. 


A grcatly miſtaken text as to me it ſeems; hiding the mul. 
zitnde of ſens, refers to the ſins of the converted perſon in one 
place, and in the other intimates the charitable care to conceal] 
thein, as oppoled to reporting them, 
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If it be not in your heart to deny yourſelf 
many things, that you may have the more 
to beſtow; if you have not the wants of your 
brethren habitually as your concern ; you 
may ſee the want of mercy, and conſequently 
the influence of ſelfiſhneſs. | 


I might further obſerve the ſame reſpect- 
ing lending, for a ſmall ſum lent is often a 
great charity. Covetouſneſs hates to hazard 
a penny: the payment muſt be ſecured be- 
fore the purte- ſtrings open, whatever be the 
call: Go, and come again, and to morrow 
*I will lend”, ſays thy ſelfiſh heart, when 
thou haſt it by thee ©. The tricks, eva- 
ſions, and caſtings-about of the covetous are 
indeed endleſs ; and oftentimes the greateſt 
oppreſſions are countenanced under the ſhew 
of friendſhip and kindneſs. But what hath 
been ſaid will ſerve to ſhew what our hearts 
naturally are, and what in too many they 
continue to be; and mult be in all, if pre- 
venting;=reſtraining, converting Grace doth 
not keep within bounds the ſtream of cor- 
ruption, or dry up its fountain. 


II. The y Iufls which dwell within 
us, ſhew the © deſperate wickedneſs of our 


hearts. 
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hearts“. Lawleſs appetite hath now ſeized 
the reins, and hurries on the body to ſenſual 
gratifications. By Indolence and Exceſs pro- 
viſion is made for the fleſh, to fulfil the luſts 
thereof; and, as the effect, Impurity follows 
in thought, in word and action. 


1. Tꝛdolence the fleſh delights in. Labour 
and diligence are its averſion; though ſince 
the fall expreſly enjoined us. But in gene- 
ral labour we muſt. The world produces 
nought but briers and thorns till ſubdued 
by the ſweat of the brow. Though a few by 
the poſſeſſion of affluence become in ſome 
meaſure exempted from labour, the far 
greater part muſt work before they eat: 
yet the love of indolence will-appear the ſame 
in the one as in the other. The morning 
comes, with what reluctance do you rife ? 
It is too ſoon, it is too cold, ſaith every man's 
natural floth. * A little more fleep, a little 
more ſlumber, a little more folding of the 
hands to ſleep ; neceſſity urges you to 
iſe : but the ſame temper follows you; 
= the fool foldeth his hands together *: 
any little excuſe is eaſily ſeized to ſuſpend 
your diligence, and trifle away your time. 

And 


7 Prov. xxiv. 33. 1 Eccleſ. iv. 5. 
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And when you do work, you often feel the 


thought, What a wearineſs is it“? “I wiſh 


*< had enough to live upon, I would then 


© fit down at my eaſe.” If you have ſeen 


others, whoſe affluence hath been conſtrued 
into a preſcription for idleneſs, have you not 
envied them as more happy than yourſelf ? 
And in other points you will find the ſlug- 
gard ſtill in your work, not doing it with 
all your might ; an eye- ſervant, a loiterer; 
lengthening the intervals of leiſure allowed 
you, or returning with reluctance to your 


taſk. Or if every nerve is ſtrained, and you 


are labouring night and day to gain; pray 
what is at the bottom of all this? Why, 
uſually an intention to be idle at the laſt, and 
ſpend the end of your life in pleaſing indo- 
lence, when you can ſay to your ſoul,“ Soul, 
thou haſt much goods laid up for many 
„years, take thine eaſe; eat, drink and be 
merry. 


In the ſuperior ranks of life this temper 


ſeems to reign uncontroled, except where am- 


bition interferes. What is uſually the life of 
the great and the affluent, but varied ſcenes 
of pleaſure, calculated merely to gratify In- 


dolence? 


14 Luke xii. 19. 
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dolence ? Amuſements, cards, &c. viſits, 
ſleep, ſantring, eating or drinking, or ſome 
inſignificant work (which may be better called 
play) theſe take up all their time; and to 
morrow is only a repetition of the floth of 
to day. The rich cannot be at the pains to 
ſuperintend their own accounts. The Dig- 


nitary in the church fills his ſtall at his eaſe, 


and devolves the drudgery of Prayer and 
Preaching to ſome needy ſubſtitute. Labour 
15 the general averſion ; whilſt every thing 
that can gratify indolence 1s contrived and 
purchaſed at any expence. 


It is from this temper that, though we ſo 
often hear every body complaining of the 
badneſs of the times, we can find ſo few will- 
ing to exert themſelves to reſtrain it. The 
Magiſtrate, the Miniſter, the People, care not 
to trouble themſelves; the law lies dormant, 
zeal is extinguiſhed, and ſloth ſheds its ſo- 
poriferous influences all around. 


2. Exceſs flows cloſe on i the heels of In- 
ddlence. They mutually miniſter to each 
other. Meat, drink and ſleep are what the 
Natural man luſts after, not merely to ſul- 
tan 9. Harke, but to pamper i it: not to fatisfy 
991 its 


- 


its "aſt, dear, but to 87 its inordinate 
appetites. | 


The niceneſs and curiouſneſs of the af. 
Auent, where eating is among the grand con- 
cerns of life, is pretty evident. The high 
ſauces, ragouts, and ſtrange inventions of 
the pimps of luxury, to provoke the deſire 
of eating beyond the demands of hunger, 
and the univerſal readineſs of all to partake 
of ſuch incentives, ſhew by what beaſtial ap- 
petites we are governed. Thus on one table 
the four quarters of the globe ſhall be ran- 
ſacked for turtle, and ortolans, and ſpices and 
deſert, at an expence that would have pro- 
vided for an hundred families of the needy; 
and, where circumſtances forbid ſuch daily 
indulgence, yet the ſame temper ſhews jt— 
ſelf. ' Hath not a feaſt pleaſed you; and the 

proſpect of its approach been dwelt upon 
with delight? When ſome nice diſh was 
brought on, was not your before palled ap- 
petite whetted anew ? or did you not regret 
that it came in fo late? Did you never take 

a pleaſure in talking of the good eating you 
partook of or were going to? Have you never 
oppreſſed nature till the ſunk under the load? 
You will need only obſerve a Sunday Even- 

ing's 
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ing's congregation to diſcover in it the glut- 
tony of the poor, as much as in the habitual 
ſnoring on the ſoft couch after dinner of ſuch 
as are daily -more luxurious. 


The defire of Drinking, though perhaps 
not more common, is yet more taken notice 
of: What a thirſt is there after liquor! The 
brute beaſt quenches his drofight at the river, 
and 1s fatisfied ; whilſt the man who leads 
him thither drinks beyond reaſon when na- 
ture is no longer thirſty ! Hence, at the ex- 
pence of health and ſtrength and fortune, 
and every conſideration that can be near or 
dear, we {till ſee the drunkard * filling him- 
* ſelf with ſtrong drink ©; pouring in liquid 
fire, that he may thirſt and drink, and thirſt 
and drink again. But when men proceed 
not to theſe'groiler exceſſes, and faſhion or 
decency, or ſome ſuch like motive withholds 
them, the heart ſtill iſhews its diſpoſition, by 
the pleaſure felt © when the liquor ſparkles 
in the glaſs and moveth itſelf aright **; by 
* ſitting long at the cups“; by taking what 
is called a chearfid glaſs; by cuſtomary in- 
dulgence after meals, through pretence of I. 
know not what advantage to digeſtion, Ec. 


and 
15 Prov. xiii. 41, 
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and by frequenting need/e/ly places of public 
entertainment through pleas of buſineſs or 
COMPAaiy. | 


Theſe ſymptoms ſhew the tendency of the 
heart where groſſer exceſſes may have been 
avoided. 


Inordinate low of Sleep comes under the 
head of Sloth, long continuance of it be- 
longs to Exceſs. When a third part of your 
time or more 1s ſpent on your pillow ; when 
a great deal of the day as well as the night 
is waſted on your bed; when you rife heavy, 
and not refreſhed from your morning or 
mid-day ſlumbering; it can hardly be but 
that irregular appetite muſt have dominion 
over you. The body thus indulged 1s filled 
with the fuel of luſt ; and no marvel that it 
makes ſo many to be like fed horſes in the 
morning, every one neighing after his 
neighbour's wife *. | 


3. Vupurity is ſtrongly the bent of man's 
natural heart. I will not enter into the 
groſter indulgences of it, which modeſty bids 
rather to conceal than mention; but, only 

hint 


Jer. v. 8. 
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hint at ſome of thoſe more unnoticed in- 
ſtances of it, in which many lie the ſlaves of 
their vile and wicked hearts, without ſuſpect- 
ing the dreadfulneſs of their ſtate. Our fallen 
nature is full of lewdneſs : we nced no other 
temptation but from within. Every man 
is tempted when he is drawn away of his 
* own hearts luſts and enticed . What cor- 
rupt imaginations riſe up in the heatts of all 
from the days of their youth? How readtly 
are they entertained, indulged, delighted in ? 
eſpecially when alone and on the bed of Sloth ? 
And where this is the caſe, how ready are you 
to pleaſe your eyes with ſome inflaming ob- 
ject? How prone to ſeek the ſnare, where 
you have felt evil defires excited? and to 
purſue, inſtead of avoiding the perſons and 
pleaſures whence Satan hath taken occaſion 
to entangle you? Theſe are the beginnings of 
luſt : „Out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, 
. and thence adulteries . 


The tongue will partake. of the defilement 
that is within. Groſs indecencies in conver ſa- 
tion are indeed at preſent in general remitted 
to the vulgar; but the delicate laſciviouſneſs of 
the more refined ſhews the ſame abominable. 

temper 
7 James i. 14. 15 Matt. xv. 19. 
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temper in the ſecret innuendo; the double 
entendre; and the thin vail of a witty ex- 
preſſion ſuited more ſurely to inſinuate into 
and fix the vile idea more firmly upon the 
memory. Theſe © unclean ſpirits have gone 
forth out of your mouth, or your fancy 
hath been entertained with them, you have 
either ſmiled approbation, or ſeemed only 
pleaſingly to frown in ſilence; at leaſt have 
not teſtified your abhorrence of them. Whilſt 
too often, what openly-corrupt converſation 
goes forward ? and, ſhameful to tell! even 
the old make the young to bluſh with their 
obſcenities. The conduct under ſuch an in- 
fluence muſt be conformed to the temper. 


J will not ſpeak of the more criminal in- 
dulgences of the fleſh, of the groſſeſt nature; 
but would have every one of you call to mind 
the many undue liberties you have taken 
with any perſon, becauſe you were alone; 
the diſhonour of Gop's temple, your own 
body ; the ſatisfaction and pleaſure enjoyed 
in a looſe book of Amours or Plays ; or the 
like obſcenities more ſtrikingly expreſſed on 
the Stage: the feaſting your eyes with an in- 

| I decent 
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decent picture; the allowed, though ſinful 
freedems fo common at Balls and in other 
mixed companies; and the innumerable ways 
which the fleſh contrives decently to gratify 


its corrupt deſires. Whilſt, as the effect of 


ſuch indulgences, your minds feel the con- 
tinued impreſſion of them, and your ſenſes, 


even when locked up in ſleep, are ſtill 
haunted with the image and impure fan- 


cies, which were entertained when you were 
waking. 


Theſe are the dire marks of our deſpe- 


rately wicked hearts. Corrupt indeed are 


we, and become abominable : © from the 
„ ſole of the foot even unto the head, there is 


no ſoundneſs in us, but the whole is wounds 
and bruiſes and putrifying ere The 
more we are attentive to what hath paſſed 3 in 
us, the more we ſhall diſcover this vile na- 
ture of ours, and feel the need of crying, 
Purge me with hyſſop, that I may be clean; 


* waſh me, that I may be whiter than ſnow ***. 
Yea, and when we have begun to be made 


whole, this war in our members, this fleſh 
that luſteth againſt the Spirit *, will re- 


quire 
22 Ifai. i. 6. N Pia i Fe 
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quire all our labour, watchfulneſs and prayer, 
to keep it under and bring it into ſubjec- 


* $2007” *, 
I ſhall conclude the ſubject with this one 
obſervation. 


That the knowledge of this deſperate 
wickedneſs of our hearts can only come 
from the Spirit of GO p, by his Word en- 
lightning our minds to underſtand our er- 
rors: for thoſe who are evidently under the 
groſſeſt influence of the foregoing evils, and, 
one ſhould think, muſt be unavoidably con- 
yinced of them, are quite inſenſible of it. 
The moſt worldly hearts are uſually the moſt 
regardleſs of their wretched ſtate : and they 
who are * following all uncleanneſs with 
 greedineſs , are led blindfold to their ruin, 
as the adultereſs, who cateth, and wipeth 
her mouth, and faith, I have done no 
* wickedneſs ***®, But when God's light 
ſhineth into our hearts, then is our darkneſs 
revealed to us; conviction of fin flaſhes like 
lightning on our conſciences ; and the more 
of this light we obtain, the more humbling 
are our reflections. 


I 2 I havg 
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I have pitied the ignorance of a decent For- 
maliſt, whoſe aſtoniſhment hath been raiſed 
when an experienced Chriſtian hath expreſſed 
his deep apprehenſions of his own vileneſs ; 
and the unawakened Devotee hath ſuſpected, 
from his confeſſions of the © remembrance 
* of his fins being grievous to him, and the 
* burden of them really intolerable *, that 
he muſt needs have been a peculiarly bad man 
in his time, and committed ſome atrocious 
wickedneſs: whereas the only difference be- 
tween them 1s, that the one 1s enlightned to 
fee and quickned to attend to thoſe work- 
ings of natural corruption in his heart and 
actions; whilſt, however more evident they 
appear in the conduct of the other, yet the 
„ darkneſs hath blinded his eyes“ that he 
cannot ſee them. And this it is that makes 
every true believer really write down under 
his own name of ſinners I am chief“; be- 
cauſe the views he hath of his own fallen 
nature can be equalled by nothing which he 
diſcovers in the conduct of others. 


If what you have heard hath this bleſſed 
humbling effect upon any of your hearts, 
my 


* Con:cſhon in the Communion Service. 
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my brethren, one great end of my ſpeaking 
will be anſwered, and ” the revelation of 
the goſpel of the grace of Gop in Jxsus 
* CHRIST* will indeed appear precious unto 
you, concerning which I purpoſe to ſpeak 
more fully in the enſuing Diſcourſes. 
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GALATIANS III. 10. 


Curſed is every one that continueth not in al] 
things which are qwritten in the book of the law 
to do them. 


FF HE immortality of the Soul hath 
* T A been a truth received in all nations 
Sue Se and all ages. The light of the 

Goſpel hath infallibly confirmed it. 
Man therefore is a creature, whoſe preſent 
exiſtence mult be conſidered as bearing a ne- 
ceſſary connexion with futurity; and his eter- 
nal ſtate, as being ſo infinitely more durable, 
mult be regarded by him as unſpeakably more 
important than his temporal. 


That he 1s a dependent creature, and, as 
endued with conſcience, accountable to ſome 
ſuperior Being for his conduct in this life, 

I 4 hath 


| 
3 
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hath been alſo univerſally received, and can- 
not now be reaſonably diſputed; ſince Reve- 
lation hath laid it down among its moſt evi- 
dent truths, that * Gop will judge the world 
in righteouſneſs, by that man whom he 


.® hath ordained ; of which he hath given 
+ aſſurance unto all men, in that he hath 


„ raiſed him from the dead. That then 
the actions of men ſhall be laid in the ba- 
lance of juſtice, and a ſuitable ſentence follow 
the inquiry. 


If man be thus accountable: for his ac- 


tions, it muſt ariſe from ſome rule of duty 


preſcribed and known: what that Rule is, 
as well as the ſanctions annexed to it, will 
deſerve our attentive conſideration. 


. We are in nothing more liable to miſtake 


than concerning the Law of Gor, and the 


penalties annexed to it. Every man naturally 
deſires to be happy. Every one is willing 


to perſuade himſelf he ſhall be ſo. Every 


man therefore would have ſuch a Rule as 


ſhall certainly comprehend himſelf within it. 


Hence all the vain labours to lower down 
the true ſtandard from the perfection of obe- 


dience 
Adds xvii. 31, 
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dience to fimcerity; and then eſtabliſhing ſuch 
meaſures: of ſincerity, as vary according to 


the corrupt taſte of thoſe who thus Exalt 
themſelves into Legiſlators, 


On the other hand, the ſanctions have ſuf- 
fered the ſame: violence as the Law. The 
dread of eternal miſery 1s terrible indeed. 
Nature ſhrinks from it. 'The language 
therefore of holy ſcripture muſt be explained 
in ſome milder ſenſe. Hence the duration, 
the place, the intenſeneſs, the univerſality of 
the torments of the wicked, have been re- 
ſpectively and ſtrenuouſly controverted by 
thoſe who had too much reaſon to appre- 
hend the weight of them: whilſt from ſelf- 
wrought notions of God, and leaving the 
{ſcriptures to wander after airy ſpeculations, 
others have invented for themſelves a wrath- 
leſs Deity, either too indulgent to puniſh at 
all, or afflicting merely to purify, and with 
a view to bring the whole race of mankind 
finally and happily from the furnace, when 
their droſs hath been conſumed, and the 
divine principle purged and extricated from 
the intanglements with which fleſh and ſenſe 
have ſurrounded it. 


Now 


— —— — — — 
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Now the only way we can ſhun the rocks 
of error 1s by keeping a conſtant eye upon 
the Chart of divine Truth. The Gon who 
alone hath a right to our ſervice, hath fully 
revealed his mind and will relative to theſe 
matters in the ſcriptures, has preſcribed the 
Rule and declared the Sanction. To the 
a word therefore, and the teſtimony *, 


The Apoſtle, in the Epiſtle from which 
the words in the text are taken, is writing to 
the church of the Galatians, on a matter then 
greatly controverted ; namely, * whether it 
* was neceſſary for the Gentile converts to be 
« circumciſed, and to keep the law of Moſes* ? 
The judaizing teachers among them had 
ſapped the very foundation of the believers 
hope, by ſetting up the law as a covenant of 
life, and pleading for obedience to it as the 
intitling ground of their acceptance with 
Gop : whilſt Saint Paul in every place reſo- 
lutely ſet himſelf to oppoſe an opinion ſo diſ- 
honourable to his Maſter, fo contradictory 
to the Goſpel, and ſo deſtructive to mens 
ſouls. In this Epiſtle and another to the 
Ranan, he expreſly and formally enters into 


the 


Acts xv. 1—6. 
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the queſtion, and confutes the pretences of 
his adverſaries, from the conſideration of 


the ſpirituality, extent and perfection of the 


law; the impoſſibility in the preſent ſtate of 
human nature of ſatisfying its demands, 
and the deſign and end of it, both as moral 
and ceremonial ; which was not to furniſh 
any with a title to life, but ” to lead all to 
* CyR1sT, that they might be juſtified by 
© faith * ”, 


So far therefore from being capable of 
ſaving, it ſerved only to condemn as many 
as truſted to it; ſince © as many as are of the 
* works of the law, are under the curſe ; as 
* 1t is written, Curſed is every one that con- 


tinueth not in all things written in the 
* book of the law to do them **. 


And this reaſoning of the Apoſtle with the 
people of that day is left upon record ” for 
our admonition ®, that we like them might 
not * be turned afide from the hope of the 
„ Goſpel ®, to depend on any broken reed 
which can only run into and pierce the hand 


that leans upon it. And it 1s with this view, 


that I purpoſe to open the words read to you, 
that 
3 Gal. iii. 24 4 Gal. ili. 10. 
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that when we ſee the perfection of obedience 
which Gop's law, the rule of our duty, in- 
diſpenſibly requires, and the tremendous curſe 
which it denounces againſt every tranſgreſ- 
ſion, we may be the more ſolicitous to * fly 
from the ſword of the avenger to the city 
„of refuge“, the croſs of him“ who hath 
„ redeemed us from the curſe of the law, by 
* being made a curſe for us *. In ſpeaking 
to the words read at preſent, I ſhall endea- 
vour to ſhew the following particulars : 


J. What Law the Apoſtle here refers to. 
II. What the demands of that Law con- 
tain. 
III. The impoſſibility of our compliance 
| therewith. 


1. The Law the Apoſtle here refers to, is 
peculiarly the moral Law. He declares it to 
be that Law © which concluded Jews and Gen- 
tiles both under fin*” : that Law, by which 
all the world was found guilty and ſtood con- 
demned before Gop ”: that Law, the offence 
againſt which Pesdecen death before Maſess 
days“ ; and that Law, by obedience to which, | 
wherever it could be found, life would be 


— 4 


i . certainly 
n ee 6 Rom iti. g. 
? Rom. ili. 19. $ Rom. v. 14. 
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certainly attained ?. Theſe are A 


which alone ſuit the moral Law. 


Some indeed refer all that the Apoſtle ſays. 


to the ceremonial Law, or at leaſt to that 
diſpenſation under which the Jews were, con- 
ſidered purely as it was Judaica]; and thereby 
make it a private controverſy in which the 
world at preſent is no ways concerned. But 
it is evident that the matter in diſpute touches 
the very nerves of the Goſpel ; namely, whe- 
ther /aith or works juſtity us before Gop ; 
and we have full as much concern in it as 
the Galatians themſelves. There was a Law 
from the beginning which man was bound 
to obey. It was like its Author perfect, 
coming from God it could not but be fo : 
and it was to be ſuitably obſerved, he can re- 


ceive from his creatures no ſervice but ſuch 
as becomes their dependence upon him; and 


this muſt be abſolute and intire. This is the 
cternal and unalterable Rule of duty. The 
traces of this obligation through man's cor- 


ruption were become grievoully obſcured, yet 


in the worſt times © Gop was not without a 
* witneſs * in the conſcience. Men at all 
times and in all places knew tha: they whe 
| | „ 
in. en. 
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did things contrary to that Law were worthy 


of death*. The Jews had one advantage over 
others: Gop committed to them his lively 


Oracles. He wrote with his own finger on 
tables of ſtone this eternal law of obedience: 
and in typical inſtitutions of his own ap- 


pointment ſhewed them deliverance from its 


condemnation. It never was deſigned to ſave 


them. It was given that“ Sin by the com- 


mandment might become exceeding ſin- 


* ful '* n; that it might be © a Schoolmaſter 
* to them ; that they might turn their 
eyes from this Law of works to a Gofpel of 
grace, continually held forth in every bleed- 
ing victim. The moral Law delivered to 
Moſes on mount Sinai was not a new Law, 
peculiarly framed for and appropriated to 
them; it was the old commandment which 
had been from the beginning ; a Law by 
which all mankind was to be judged, and be 
juſtified or condemned, according to their 
obedience to or tranſgreſſion of it. The 


 culiar advantages they enjoyed by the Los, 
were a clearer and deeper conviction of their 


impotency to keep it, and their miſery under 


the pus | ; 2 17 fuller diſcoveries of God's 
gracious 


9 Rom. i. 32. 40 Rom. vil, te 


Gat, iti. 24. 
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gracious deſigns of relief from it in the pro- 
miſed ſeed. 


When therefore the Law is Eres of, we 
muſt not conceive that the moſaical Law, con- 
tained in the Ten Commandments, is another 
law diſtinct from the moral, by which Fews or 


Gentiles were otherwiſe equally bound. There 


never was but one moral Law from Gop: 
there cannot be: it is unalterable. However, 
in ſundry times and divers manners the pro- 
mulgation of it may be made. All men are 
and muſt be under it to the end of the world. 
Go muſt ceaſe to be, before his law can vary 
or ceaſe to bind mens conſciences. 


II. The demands of this Law come next 
to be conſidered. And thefe are obedience 
in every view and inſtance abſolute and com- 
plete; doing Gop's will on earth as it is done 
in heaven. A continuance in all things 
* written in the book of the law *. Our Rule 
of duty is perfect and intire ; nor may one 
jot or tittle of it be broken. Give me thy 
heart *in the utmoſt ſimplicity and ſin- 
N cerity, is its firſt injunction; for Gab re- 
* quireth truth in the inward parts W Thy 
principle muſt be pure. eh 15 eſſent al to 


all 
22 Prov. xxiii. 26. Pfal. Ji. 6. 
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all obedience. It is the rectitude of the tem- 
per which conſtitutes the acceptableneſs of 
the ſervice. The extent too of our obedience 
muſt be as large as our Rule. A//Gov's com- 
mandments, the leaſt as well as the greateſt 
of them, demand our ſubmiſſian : and this 
with the higheſt intenſeneſs of affection. 
Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy Gop with all 
thy heart, and with all thy ſoul, and with 
all thy might, and with all thy ſtrength ** *, 
Imperfection is tranſgreſſion. If the leaſt 
meaſure of love be wanting, the obedience 
under the Law is not abſolutely perfect. 
Gop will have an intire ſervice or none. One 
defect as effectually deſtroys all title to life 
by the Law as a thouſand tranſgreſſions z 
and the whole muſt be perpetual; continuance 
in all theſe things to do them being the un- 
alterable preſcription. The longeſt courſe 
of obedience, once interrupted, ceaſes di- 
rectly to be a legal righteouſneſs. The curſe 
enters the moment that fin enters. A life of a 
thouſand years, ſpent like an Angel of Gop, 


would, according to the covenant of works, . 
loſe all its reward, if but in the dying mo- 
ments a vain thought or an idle word eſcaped 
us. The Law 1s inexorable; The man 


that 


% Matt. xxii. 37. 
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* that doth thoſe things, he and he only ſhall 
live by them *. It makes no proviſion ſor 
failure: The wages of fin, of every fin, is 
„ deatn . Now if there had been a Law 
„ which could have given life, verily righte- 
* ouſneſs ſhould have been by this Law . 
Such obedience as this would have given 
a legal claim to life: we ſhould have ſtood 
before Gop * righteous, as he is righteous “. 
The favour of Gob, not by Grace but by 
right, would have been neceſſarily connected 
with this: Gop muſt have been delighted 
with his own image. But, 


III. No man hath ever thus conformed to 
the rule of duty. © The ſcripture hath con- 
„ cluded all under fin **”. The Law could 
not be fulfilled through the weakneſs of the 
fleſh : All have ſinned, and come ſhort of 
the glory of Gop **, The moment any- -- 
perſon truly begins to conſider his ſtate, and 
to bring forth his heart and life before the 
law of this holy Loxp Gov, conviction muſt 
ſcal up his lips in filence, Many indeed 
there are, whoſe ignorance and unhumbled 


K pride 
" Rom x. 3. Rom. v1 23. 


17 Gal. iii. 21. i7 (Gal, Mi. 22. 
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pride lead them to claim the reward of obe- 
dience: and many more hope. to deſerve it 
before they die, though the one and the other 
are under the molt fatal deluſion. But this 
will be diſputed by the good hvers, as they 
think themſelves, who truſt that they are 
righteous. It may not therefore be amiſs to 
manifeſt a little more explicitly the fact of 
diſobedience, and ſhew you, that ſo far from 
keeping all the commandments in the higheſt 
meaſure continually, you have never for one 
day truly kept any of the commandments in 
the loweſt meaſure: but having been a tranſ- 
greſſor from the womb, you continue ſo to 
this hour. 


I have indeed already at large laid open 
to you the © carnal mind which is enmity 
„ againſt Cop; and ſhewn-you that it nei- 
ther is ſubject to the law of Gop, nor in- 
* deed can be. I have proved that every. 
living ſoul is thus carnal: and as a conſe- 
quence thereof, that he is eñentially a aca 
#. wanting. that principle; wenhont which ther 
= can be no obedience. | I 


| | This 
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This alone might be ſufficient; but be- 
cauſe the matter is of ſuch importance, I paſs 
on to a review of our evident tranſgreſſions 
againſt the Law, in order more fully to ſup- 
port the charge juſt laid againſt us. Though 
it may ſtartle ſome to be accuſed of idolatry, 
profaneneſs, ſabbath-breaking, murder, adul- 
tery, theft and perjury; it is a fact, that you 
are guilty of all. I might indeed plead your 
own petitions for mercy, after the rehearſal 
of each commandment *, and the acknow- 
ledgments you are continually making to the 
ſame purpoſe in many other places of our 
Liturgy : for ſurely you are not allowing 
yourſelves thus deliberately, ſolemnly and re- 
peatedly to utter what you deem only fo 
many falſhoods. But I would rather wave 
this proof, to enter more intimately into the 
ſubject, and ſhew you the ground of ſuch 
acknowledgments. 


It muſt be obſerved that * the law of Gop 

1 is ſpiritual **'*. Our Saviouk's comment 
upon it declares how tar it reaches. Each 
K 2 command 


* Rybric before the Commandments in the Communion 
Service. | 
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command comprehends under it not only 
outward acts but inward, yea, and every in- 


tention or thought that hath either a more 
immediate or diſtant tendency to violate it. 


The Law begins with the che of worſhip 
and the nature of it: who is the true Gop, 
and how he muſt be ſerved. Gop alone 
mult be the object of our worſhip. We are 
called upon to have 9 other; and to worſhip 
him, 1s to pay to him that ſupreme regard, 
that faith and fear and love, which we may 
not give to any other. Now who hath thus 


ſanctified the Lorp Gop in his heart? What 


have we been doing but ſetting up againſt 
him ſo many idols of jealouſy? It matters 
not whether we have made to us * gods of 


© wood and ſtone, which are no gods 3 Or 


2 


put in the fine gold, with Cæſar's image upon 
it, our confidence: whether we have wor- 
ſhippcd at the ſhrine of a deceaſed or perhaps 
imaginary Venus, or ſupremely fixed our af- 


fections upon ſome living object; whether 


we have cried ? Baal, help us”; or fled to 
creature-dependences: whether we have with 
the Americans lacrificed to devils, or feared 
the faces of men ; wherever or in whatever 
we have Lved, feared and truſted upon the 

creature 
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creature more than the Creator, there we 
have had other gods beſide him. 


As Gop alone muſt be worſhipped, the 
nature of that worſhip next claims our at- 
tention. He muſt be worſhipped in ſpirit 
and in truth; and in ways only of his own 
appointment. We are equally guilty of ido- 
latry in worſhipping the true Gop after a 
wrong manner, as if we worſhipped a falſe 
god. When the 15-ae{:tes © proclaimed a feaſt 
” unto the LoRD © before the golden calf, 
they were as much idolaters as when“ they 
* exected the tabernacle of Moloch and the 
* ſtar of their god Remplan . Images with 
us are no longer the mediums of worſhip. I 
will ſuppoſe you never bowed to them, nor 
have been tempted to do ſo; but are you 
therefore wholly free from Idolatry? Can we 
find no idolaters but in the deſerts of fic, 
among thoſe who proſtrate themſelves before 
the riſing moon? or muſt we travel to the 
diſtant Eaſt to behold the bending, votaries 
of a Chineſe pagod? Are they alone in this 
reſpect culpable, who in the country of groſly 
idolatrous Romaniſm bow the knee to a god 
which the Baker hath made, or adore the 
dead bones of a man? Alas! I fear there is 
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not a Proteſtant church in the world where 
as great idolatry almoſt is not in the wor- 
ſhippers; not to mention the miſconceptions 
which are uſually entertained of Gop, and 
that aptneſs to frame corporeal ideas of the 
infinitely incomprehenſible nature : I would 
only beg you to obſerve the temper and man- 
ner in which Goy's worſhip is performed 
among us; and you will needs confeſs, that 
it better ſuits a dumb idol, that“ having eyes 
* ſeeth not, and having ears heareth not“; 
than the all- ſeeing, heart-ſearching JIrnovAu. 
Some indeed there are who are worſe than 
idolaters: they worſhipped ſome god, though 
a falſe one; but your neglect of Gop's wor- 
{hip in public, in your families, and in pri- 
vate, teſtiſies with what contempt you treat 
the great Gop and Saviouk, in whom you 
* live, and move, and have your being *, 
You have riſen up, and he hath ſuſtained 
you; you have lain down in peace, becauſe 
he has preſerved you; but hath he ſeen a 
bended knee, a grateful acknowledgment of 
his care, or a petition for its continuance? 
Not a word. You have left him“ far above 
out of your ſight“; you * reſtrained prayer 
* before him . Is he a Gon, or is he 

not, 

32 Ads xvii. 28. 23 Job xv. 4. 
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not, that you have treated him with ſuch 
neglect ? 


But you daily worſhip him. How? *in 
# ſpirit and in truth®? What, when ſo many 
vain thoughts, ſo many worldly thoughts, ſo 
many wicked thoughts, lodge within you? 
Is this a worſhip in ſpirit and in truth ? 
What, when you are fo unſuitably affected 
with his glory, ſo irreverent, cold, unmean- 
ing and hypocritical, * drawing near to him 
” with your lips, when your heart is far 
from him ***? Is this the worſhip he de- 
mands? Go wait upon the meaneſt perſon 
you, would aſk a favour of; you dare not 


treat ſuch, as you have many a time treated 
the cternal Majeſty. 


You are commanded to“ ſanctify that 
great and terrible name, The Lost thy 
* God *. But how often hath this tre- 
mendous name been in your mouth vainly, 
wantonly, thoughtleſly, profanely, or paſ- 
ſionately? Were the charge only brought 
againſt you for your mentioning it ſo often 
in your prayers, when your heart hath felt 
no awe of his preſence and glory, you would 

K 4 ſce 
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| fee a catalogue of ſins that would increaſe be- 
yond the number of the hairs of your head. 


Your ſabbaths have been greatly polluted. | 
That holy day hath been ſometimes a burden 
to you. © You have ſaid, When will it be 
„gone Yea, you have not waited ſor its 
end. You have thought your own thoughts, 
* ſpoke your own words, and done your own 
# pleaſure in it? . You have neglected the 
public worthip often on the moſt frivolous 
pretexts. You have attended, but without 

any reverential ſenſe of him whoſe throne is 
in heaven, and his footſtool the earth. You 
have gone away, but not in a ſabbatical tem- 
per. Indulgence, idleneſs, dreſs, viſitings or 
worſe, have profaned that perhaps more 
than any common days. Your man-ſervant 
or maid- ſervant have been detained from the 
ſervice of Gop: you have ſacrilegiouſly con- 
verted Gop's right in them on that day to 
your own ſecular purpoſes. 


Upon theſe facts I appeal to your reſpec- 
tive conſciences, who is guiltleſs in any in- 
ſtance of the breach of his duty towards Gop? 
Nor ſhall we be able to give a better account 


of 


% Amos Vil. &. - + ' 3 Iſai. Jviii. 1g, 
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of our obedience to the duties of the ſecond 
Table, | 


The proud and naturally independent heart 
of man will not, as hath been ſhewn before, 
eaſily bend to“ give honour to whom honour 
is due *, Contempt of authority, diſ- 
obedience to ſuperiors, ingratitude to parents, 
dxalting ourſelves above our equals, and 
 haughtineſs towards inferiors, have in innu- 
merable inſtances appeared. 


But Murder you never committed, no not 
in thought. Do not be too confident : ſome- 
body perhaps is now alive, whom you have 
withed to be dead ; or ſome one hath died, 
whoſe death rejoiced you. Was not this Mur- 
der, think ye ? Suppoſe you have not pro- 
ceeded to the act of imbruing your hands in 
innocent blood (yet perhaps you may have 
contributed to is, and been a party if not 
a principal many ways in bringing on the 
untimely end) have you never been * angry 
„ without a cauſe ® ? Never been heated to 
ſay, * Raca, or thou fool“? Never * hated 
your brother *#? Hz who knows beſt his 
own commands, expreſly charges theſe things 


to the account of Murder. 
| Adultery 


#9 Rom, xj, 7. 39 Matt. v. 22. 1 John lit. 15, 
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 Aduttery alſo you will not confeſs. Why? 
becauſe you were never talen, as the woman 
brought to our bleſſed Lox D, “in the very 
* act © . What of that? Say you have been 
really innocent of the groſſer crime, have you 
never © looked upon a woman to luſt after 
her“? Hath your hand, your tongue, your 
eye, never betrayed the unhallowed paſſion ? 
Hath not your heart entertained contrivances 
to effect your gratification ? or indulged de- 
fires of doing it, if in your power ? Then 
you have certainly been an Adulterer ** Add 
the inſtances noted before under the temper 
of Impurity, and tell me if you can n fay, 1 
* am pure from this fin ®? * AY 


It is ignominious to be a Thief: you will 
not acknowledge yourſelf to be ſubject to 
that imputation. But then hath not pride 
rather than duty kept you within bounds? 
And hath not Self often paſſed the line of juſ- 
rice, and adjudged to you what was not pro- 
perly your own? Have you always“ done 
* unto others as you would in a change of 
u circumſtances have expected from them *? 
The love of gain, hath it not often blinded 
your eyes, and covetouſneſs laid a bias on 


| YOUr 
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your integrity? In your dealings, labour, 
ſervice, or whatever your reſpective employ- 
ments may have been, when you begin to 
place things in the true point of view, you 
will ſee how fwerving your walk hath been 
from the rule of right. Unjuſt gains, exor- 
bitant profits, faulty or eye-ſervice, impo- 
ſitions in merchandiſe, advantages taken of 
others eaſineſs, ignorance or neceſſities, with 
a thouſand means which worldly wiſdom 
hath deviſed to carry on its grand deſign of 
getting and thriving, teſtify the Thief in the 
heart. Beſides the numberleſs acts of injuſ- 
tice to Gop, the King, and the meceſſitous, 
which have not, it may be, ever come under 
your own cognifance or conſideration, or been 
a ſubject of the leaſt concern. 


I will ſuppoſe you never to have perjured 
yourſelf before a magiſtrate, nor to have 
ſuborned others; but you may be * a falſe 
* witneſs againſt your neighbour * notwith- 
ſtanding. The tongue that never told a lie, 
would be a wonder which this world never 
produced: he only excepted * in whoſe mouth 
there was no guile . The deſigning lie, 
the pernicious, the exculpative, the marvelous, 

or 


33 1 Pet. ii. 22. 
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or the jocular, hath often, I fear, found a place 
in all our converſations. Who is wholly 

guiltleſs of ſlander, paſſing raſh judgment 
upon others, of miſrepreſentation or of miſ- 
report? *The tongue is a world of ini- 

* quity /**, He would be a ” perfect man 
indeed who could bridle it ** *. . 


The concupiſcence forbidden in the laſt 
place goes to the bottom of the heart, reach- 
ing the very firſt motions of ſinful inclina- 
tion towards the things of others. If we 
have offended in the reſt but little, we ſhall 
be found herein to have offended much. For 
who hath not been conſcious to numberleſs 
motions of concupilcence, which have ſcarce 
been formed into deſire, and have never been 
brought into act? 


Theſe are the tranſgreſſions and diſobe- 
* dience®, which are threatned with * a juſt 
* recompence of reward ** *, The rule is 
before you. Try your conduct: can it ſtand 
this teſt? Guilty or Not Guilty, is the queſ- 
tion. Who muſt not lay their hand upon 
their mouth? We have ſinned. The fact is 
undeniable. Indeed what elſe have we done 

but 


34 James iii. 6, James iii. 2- 
36 Heb, il, S,* ' 
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but ſinned ? What one of the commandments 
have we kept? And fo far from continuance 
in them all, what one day, yea what one hour 
of our lives ever paſſed, without ſome devia- 
tion from them? What then can the Law do? 
it muſt condemn us; it muſt * conclude all 
„ Under fin, and the ſentence of death eter- 
nal paſs upon them, foraſmuch as all have 
*ſinned *. But is every man under this 
ſtate of condemnation? Yes; The whole 
* world is guilty before Gop“ . Is there 
then no plea? Yes, Guilty. But can we not 
eſcape the curſe? No, not by the Law. 
Muſt we then lie down deſpairing? Certain- 
ly: for any thing we can do to help ourſelves. 
The Law is the miniſtration of death“ “. 

It is and can be in its nature no other. 
It 1s our only and eternal rule of duty, and 
we mult keep it or periſh,- for any relief we 
can obtain from ourſelves, I rett here to 
intimate, 


Firſt, The deplorable ſtate of fallen man 
under a Covenant of Works. He is rolling 
up a ſtone which 1s above his ſtrength, and 
continually returns and cruſhes him. By 

* the 
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the Law is the knowledge of ſin“ *. Yea, 
* the ſtrength of fin is the Law. . And yet 
we are ſo ſtrangely wedded to it, that we are 
continuing our impotent attempts to keep it, 
though. the ſeamleſs garment of righteouſ- 
neſs once rent can never be renewed by us, 
{o as to cover our nakedneſs. It was the old 
leaven the devil infuſed, and it is ſtill working 
to make man ſeek his ſalvation by the works 
of the Law. He knows his power is never 
ſo triumphant, and his captive ſo ſecure, as 
when this is the caſe. It was, I doubt not, 
on this very account that our Lox ſaid, that 
publicans and harlots entred into the king- 
* dom of heaven“, whilſt the apparent“ chil- 
* dren of the kingdom *, the devout, regular, 
ſelfjuſtifying dependers on the exactneſs of 
their conformity to the rule of duty, © were 
*s caſt out ©”, Let us know ourſelves, and 
lie down under our condemnation. To feel 
our miſery, and to be reduced to ſelf-deſpair, 
is to be at the gate of mercy. 


Secondly, What an act of aſtoniſhing grace 
is it, that Gop hath made another Covenant 
with us, © eſtabliſhed on better promiſes“ *; 

wherein 


*2 Rom. iii. 20. | * 1 Cor. xv. 56. 
42 Matt. xxi. 31.— viii. 12. : 1c. viii. 6. 
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wherein whilſt the Law is magnified by the 
obedience unto death of GoD's own Son, 
pardon and grace are purchaſed for us, and 
eternal redemption ſecured from all the de- 
ſtructive evils which a broken law denounces. 
A Covenant of Grace will be indeed * as 
* fountains of waters, and ſtreams from Le- 
* banon”, to every foul that fees his natu- 
ral obligations, and his violation of them. 
I hope we ſhall ever keep this Covenant in 
our view; by and by, through Grace, I may 
be enabled to open to you its riches and 
fulneſs. 


SER M O N VII. 
The Penalty of Diſobedience. 
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Curſed is every one that continueth not in all 
things which are «written in the book of the law 


to do them. 


* HE ſanctions of the divine Law 


AN ſucceed in order to the Law itſelf. | 


— * Unleſsenforced by penalties it would 


be like a beardleſs arrow. The great 
Legiſlator hath therefore ſolemnly denounced 


them: His power is all-ſufficient to fulfil 


them: His holineſs requires it: - His truth 
obliges him. The account given of the rule 
of our obedience is ſuch as may juſtly alarm 
us. Our tranſgreſſions of it are numberleſs, 
great and aggravated, The Law hath found 
_ us guilty. Juſticemuſt take its courſe. * Every 
u tranſgrefſion and diſobedience muſt receive 
* a juſt recompence of reward: Curſed is 
* every one that continueth not in all things 


| u which 


p 
| 
| 
| 


ib 


* 
7 40 
% 
= 
16 4 
i: th 
\y 
+ * 

N 

- 
: 


146. The Penalty of Diſobedience. Serm. y. 
„ which are written in the book of the law to 
do them *. 


There is nothing we are more averſe to 
receive than God's declared determination to 
puniſh ſin. As every man wiſhes for hap- 
pineſs, he would quiet his fears with pro- 
miſes of peace, though Gop hath ſaid, 
There is no peace. The curſe of Gop 
is ever-terrifying thunder in a ſinner's ears. 
He turns away from it. He would ſoften 
the tone of vengeance. He would make a 
new Deity, all mercy, to overlook the diſ- 
honour caſt upon his holy law, and out of 
complaiſance to him ſullying the beauty of 
his holineſs, and falſifying his truth. But“ let 
* Gop be true, and every man a liar *. He 
” hath ſpoken, and who ſhall diſannul it ? 
* He is in one mind, and who ſhall turn him 
„ back ©? Better, far better, is it for us to 
bow at preſent before his unchangeable Law, 
and trembling at the ſanction, fly to the 
only door of hope, than, truſting on lying 
vanities, be covered with confuſion, © when 
the devouring ſtorm ſhall come, and ſweep 
„away every refuge of hes * : when he ſhall 

rain 


* Ifai. xlviii. 22. Rom. iii. 4. 
3 Ifai. xiv. 27. Job xxiii. 13. + Iſai. xxviii. 17. 
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rain upon the ungodly, ſnares, fire and 
* brimſtone, ſtorm and tempeſt, this ſhall be 
their portion to drink * *, 


I am about to open to you, my brethren, 
the curſe and“ wrath of Gop revealed againſt 
* all ungodlineſs, and unrighteouſneſs of 
„men . A ſubject we are molt intereſtedly 


concerned in; foraſmuch as this unrighte- 


ouſneſs is found in every ſoul of us; before 
Gop's Bar can © no man living be juſtifed * ©. 
May the awful terror of Gop's judgments 
force us to take refuge in the arms of Hs 
Grace, under the ſhadow of whoſe wings we 
may be ſafe ; where no deluge of wrath, no 
devouring ſcourge, no curſe can reach us. 


I ſhall endeavour to ſhew, 


1. That in the natural courſe of things the 
curſe of Gop's broken Law muſt fall 
upon every ſinner's head. 


II. The dreadfulneſs of that curſe : and, 
III. Add a word of Application. 


I. In the primary natural courſe of things, 
the curſe of a broken Law mult fall upon 
L 2 every 
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every ſinner's head. That we are all ſinners 


is proved. As ſinners, wrath is due to us 
and pronounced againſt us. Can we eſcape 
it, is the queſtion. By no powers of our own 
is it poſſible : fin once committed cannot be 
undone. By two ways men uſually ſeek to 
eſcape the wages of fin. * By ſorrow for the 
« paſt, and doing better for the time to come.” 
But neither of theſe can heal the breach, 


(J.) Sorrow for the paſt will not cancel tlie 
obligation to ſuffer the puniſhment of tranſ- 
greſſion. This is the firſt refuge of hes to 
which proud man betakes himſelf. But what 
will this avail? Will fountains of tears, day 
and night, waſh out the ſtains from our 
Conſcience, or blot out our ſin from Gop's 
book? They can no more ſtop the courſe of 
Gop's Law than the cries of the criminal 
who is convicted for murder, or the tears 
of the debtor who is arreſted for his extra- 
vagancies, can ſtay the execution of human 
juſtice. Beſides, what is the cauſe of moſt 
of this ſorrow? Is it any thing more than 
a ſelfiſh fear of deſerved puniſhment ? And 
can this be any compenſation for the diſho- 
nour ſhewn to Gop's Laws? But be it what 
it will, the divine Law knows no language, 

| | be, 
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but! pay me what thou oweſt *; and in de- 
fault thereof, delivers over to the tormentors. 


God's word is, The foul that ſinneth, it 


* ſhall die. Every ſinner is a convict in 
law. The ſentence only remains to be paſſed, 
and then execution will be made upon every 
attainted ſoul, 


But, (2.) We generally place greater hopes 
on our doing better for te time to come. This 
uſually goes by the name of 7rue repentance ; 
a little forrow for the paſt, and a good reſo- 
lution for the future: but alas! this is as 
vain and fruitleſs as the other, 


Suppoſe yourſelf as good as your word. 
Suppoſe you really could do what you ſay, 
could turn from every evil way, and live 
henceforth as pure as an angel? Would that 
ſecure you? Alas! your preſent and future 
obedience would be no more than the Law 
required. You would be © an unprofitable 
* ſervant, doing no more than was your duty 
„to do? ”®, You would have nothing over. 
Your paſt offence muſt remain as before: 
and it muſt therefore render all your ſubſe- 
quent ſervices in vain. You would not, it 
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is true, be condemned for preſent iniquity; 
but what would that avail, if ſtill you muſt 
anſwer for the paſt? Tell your creditor, you 
are determined to run no more in arrear, will 
he give you a receipt in full on that condition? 
You fee then, even on this ſuppoſition, ſin 
once committed becomes indelible by you. 


But the ſuppoſition you can thus do better, 
and the promiſe of doing ſo are chimerical. 
Were you to hear a man, who after repeated 
eſſays never yet was able to finiſh one wheel 
or part of one, engaging to complete ſome 
grand and curious machine, on any penalty 
which might be inflicted ; I know not whe- 
ther you would blame moſt his ignorance or 
his arrogance : yet not fo great as yours, who 
refolve upon perfect obedience to Go, after 
ſuch frequent experience of inability to keep 
one of his commandments. Until you can 
ceaſe to be a corrupted creature, you cannot 
ceaſe to tranſgreſs; and if ſo, what I pray you, 


can your future conduct be but a fequel to 


the paſt, adding fin unto fin? and will a cor- 
rupt walk now atone for the ſame before? 


But will not both theſe Wer ſorrow for 
the paſt, and fincere though imperfect obe- 


ar ence 
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dience for the time to come, avail for me with 
Gop? Will he not be pleaſed if I do my 


beſt? I anſwer, You neither do the beſt you 
can, and that beſt is bad too. 


You do not the 5% you can. Who will 
dare to ſay that he doth really keep every one 
of Gop's commandments to the uttermoſt of 
what he might have done? Let any man but 
reflect upon his conduct one day, and ſee 
whether he hath not done things which he 
ought and might not have done; and left un- 
done what he might have accompliſhed, for 
the glory of Gop and for the good of his 
neighbour. We could no more ſtand the 
plea of doing our be/, than of obeying in 
Ferfection. 


But after we had really done our beſt we 
ſhould only have increaſed our condemna- 
tion: for what is our beſt, our very righte- 
ouſneſſes? Are they capable to ſtand the ſe- 
verity of Gop's judgments? Can they appear 
before the holy Law of Gop? Will they chal 
lenge the rewards of obedience? So far from 
it, that the very iniquity of our hoheſt things 
muſt have one to bear it, or we are undone. 
And why? becauſe the corruption of our na» 
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ture defileth all we do. The beſt deeds of the 
natural man are wholly unclean, have not a 
ſpark of ſpiritual goodneſs in them. For who 
can bring a clean thing out of an unclean'**? 
-wlilſt the heart of a renewed man being ſo 
but in part, enough of defilement mixes in 
his beſt duties, to render them incapable of 
bearing the ſcrutiny of the Law of Gop *. 


The conſequence then 1s, that if we ſtand 
on the footing of our own obedience to the 
rule of our duty, we fall inevitably under the 
curſe; nor can any method we can deviſe or 
| make uſe of enable us to eſcape its execu- 
tion. We muſt ſuffer or perform. The latter 
is impoſſible, therefore the former mult be 
our portion. Which leads me, 


II. To conſider what is the import of 
the threatning Gop hath declared againſt the 
tranſgreſſor, or the dreadfulneſs of the curſe 
denounced. The ſecurity of ſinners ariſes 
from a diſbelief or miſapprehenſion of the 
real wages of ſin. Nor is there a ſoul who is 
ſaved from the curſe of the Law, but would 
look upon ſin in a more hateful light, if he 
really and fully apprehended the wrath re- 
yealed againſt it. 


I will 
Job xiv. 4. See Article XII. and XIII. 
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* 


Iwill wave at this time the numberleſs 
evils that are the preſent wages of ſin; though 
theſe might fill volumes. The pains, the 
diſeaſes, the calamities, the afflictions, the 
miſery and diſtreſſes, Which in this preſent 
time are the portion of the ſinner; and death 
icſelf, the laſt and moſt dreaded of all. We 
may be aſſured from what we already fee 
and feel, that “it is a fearful thing indeed 
to fall finally into the hands of the living 
* Go *. If thele are but“ the beginning 
Of ſorrows, what mult the fulneſs and 
completion of them be? 


Il I would pauſe a moment, that ſolemn awe 
might fix upon every mind, when we are 
entring on a ſubject ſo tremendous. It 1s 
what you and I, my brethren, have the moſt 
deep and intimate concern in. We are the 
ſinners to whom the wages of fin are due. 
One tranſgreſſion only deſerves this wrath ; 
what will it then be, when ſinners have filled 
up the meaſure of their iniquities, and as the 
ſand of the ſea their tranſgreſſions are num- 
berleſs? O! for a heart of fleſh to tremble 


for-others and for ourſelves. 
If 


Tees 27 eb. 1 


22 — —ͤ — , 198 


154 The Penalty of Diſobediente. Serm.7. 


If any ſcorners hear or peruſe theſe lines, 
I ſhall expect to be called uncharitable, or a 
melancholy Enthufialt, and they will feel 
their heart provoked * to kick againſt the 
* pricks . But, Sinner, know that theſe 
are the true ſayings of Gop. Thou muſt 
deny his Word betorc thou canſt reject theſe 
terrors. They are now declared with the 
kindeſt intention to thy ſoul, to preſs thee 
to fly from the wrath to come®. And fly 
thou muſt or perith in the flames. O that 
thou mighteſt feel, before it is too late to 
flee! and that all would haſten their pace to 
the mountain of reſuge, leſt the ſtorm over- 
take them. 


* Gop will viſit for theſe things“. He 
hath ſolemnly warned us that fin ſhall not 
go unpuniſhed. And a puniſhment he hath 
aſſigned adequate to its high demerit ; be- 
coming the Majeſty offended by it. 


Gop himſelf will puniſh. * And who can 

* ſtand when he is angry? If his wrath be 

u kindled, yea, but for a moment, who may 

* abide it? He is a conſuming fire, able 

to 
12 Heb. x. 31. Pſal. Ixxvi. 7.—it. 12, Nahum J. 6. 
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to puniſh as well as to bleſs to the uttermoſt. 
And what a fearful ſtate muſt that be, when 
he ariſes to vindicate the honour of his broken 
Law, and to pour out the vials of“ indigna- 
* tion and wrath, tribulation and anguiſh, on 
„every ſoul that doth evil *? 


The ſcripture hath briefly informed us 
concerning the nature, place and endurance 
of the curſe of fin. Not the fulneſs; for 
who but they that feel can tell the fierceneſs 
of the fire, or the intolerableneſs of the pains? 
And yet the very ſound 1s enough to make 
the heart of every one that heareth it to 
tremble. | 


* Tophet is ordained of old. The place 
originally deſigned for the devil and his an- 
gels, is now become the habitation of ſinful 
men; even thine, O ſinner. © Gop hath pre- 
* pared it *. It is © a place of torment '* *. 
They that dwell there * have no reſt day nor 
„ night *. The chains of darkneſs ſur- 
round them. They dwell in the ſhadow of 
death. A furnace of unquenchable fire; a 
lake which burneth with ſulphur ; a ſtream 
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of living flames fed by the breath of the Al- 
„ mighty . Theſe are the dreadful images 
under which Gop's word reveals to us the 
priſon of hell. 


The nature of the torments inflicted there- 
in is, according to our nature, twofold. He 
that taketh vengeance, puniſheth * foul and 


body in hell 17s 


The Soul in every faculty will feel the 
tormenting plague. The Curſe of Gor will 
faſten upon it, and it will be“ a worm that 
„never dies”, Every reflection on the paſt 
will be like a ſcorpion's ſting that ſtriketh to 
the heart. Every thought ſent out to take 
a ſurvey of the future, will return filled with 
black deſpair, overwhelming with anguiſh. 
The conſciouſneſs of the immediate diſplea- 
ſure of the eternal Gop, will be“ a poiſoned 
arrow that drinketh up the ſpirit “; and the 
ſtorms of wrath continually apprehended will 
fill the ſoul with terrors unſpeakable : whilſt 
all the furious paſſions let looſe upon the poor 
diſtracted ſinner; anger, malice, impatience, 
rage, like ſo many boiſterous winds upon 
the ſea, contend and toſs the ſoul from « one 
abyls of woe unto another. | 

The 


"5 Iſai. xxx. 33. 19 Matt. x. 28. 
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The Body, a principal in ſin, will alſo 
ſhare in the curſe. It will lie weltring in 
flames conſuming, yet unconſumed : tor- 
mented, without“ one drop of water to cool 
the raging fire. For that the fire ſhall 
be real and eternal, the ſcripture ſeems abun- 
dantly to athrm. Nor do I ſee why it ſhould 
be incredible, that he who raiſes the body, 
ſhould be able to preſerve it unconſumed in 


ſuch a kind of ſuffering : or that it would 


at all ſuit the frequent aſſertion of the body's 
being * caſt into hell“, if the ſoul alone was 


the ſufferer. That our bodies will be ſpiri- 


tual 1s certain; but he that inflicts the pu- 
niſhment can prepare a fire, whoſe ſubtilty 
ſhall affect not our natures only, but alſo the 
angelical, And I doubt not but * the fire 
„prepared for the devil and his angels“, to 
which the accurſed ſinner will be condemned, 
will torment them as well as him. 


Moreover, that the anguiſh will be into- 
| lerable, very fully appears from thoſe diſmal 
| expreſſions of it, which fill the horrid caverns 
of Tophet. There ceaſeleſs weeping, reme- 
dileſs ſorrows, revengeful but impotent blaſ- 
phemies, © gnathing of teeth, and gnawing 


their 
Luke xvi. 24. 
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their tongues for pain“, are heard on every 
fide. * Filled with the fury of the Lord, as 
* a wild bull in the net*'*, they rore out in 
their pangs ; and ſhriek echoes to ſhriek 
around. Then ſhall the moſt dreaded of all 
preſent evils be courted as a friend; men 
* (hall ſeek Death, and ſhall not find it. 
* They ſhall deſire to die, and Death ſhall 
„ flee from them *. O fearful ſtate of 
wretchedneſs, where the very arms of Death 
are pleaſant ! With what horror then ſhould 
we regard each fin, that bringeth down both 
Body and Soul to ſuch intolerable woe ? 


No mitigation or relief is there known or 
may be hoped for. Every object that could 
{ooth the pains is removed. The voice of 
mirth, the ſongs of vanity, the buſineſs, 
the compamons, the amuſements, that often 
here lulled to ſleep the awakened conſcience, 
are no more found. Sinners are left naked 
to their ſorrows ; and theſe roll on hke bil- 
low upon billow without ceaſing: They 
have no reſt day nor night *: nay, they 
do not hope for any. No gleam of that 
{weet comforter ever breaks through the 
outer darkneſs. The Hell of Hells is this ; 

that 


21 Tai. li. 20. Ne. ix. 6. 
13 Rer. xiv. 11. 
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that what the ſinner is, he muſt for ever be. 
Until Gop ceaſes to be, he cannot ceaſe to 
hate fin, nor hating to puniſh it. 


Eternity is the only meaſure of ſuffering 
the wages of ſin. Could any meſſage reach 
the damned, that after millions of ages, more 
than are drops in the ocean, ſands on the 
ſhore, - ſtars in the firmament, atoms in the 
univerſe, or numbers in calculation, that 
then their torment ſhould ceaſe ; ſurely they 
would in their chains leap for joy, and en- 
dure becauſe there was hope in the end. But 
alas! when all theſe ages thall be at an end, 
their torments are as new as ever; it is (till 
* but the beginning of forrows”*, What an 
alarming thought! when one ſpark from the 

furnace, one pang of remorſe is now ſo pain- 
ful, fo grievous ; what muſt eternity be in 
never-ending torment ! | 


No marvel the ſinner's heart riſes againſt 
ſo fearful an expectation, and fain would 
ſoften down and explain away the duration 
of eternal miſery : but 1t ſtands on the firm 
baſis of eternal truth. We muſt believe this 
or believe nothing: All Go D's word finks 
with it. 

It 
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It is allowed indeed, the word for ever 
implies ſometimes in ſcripture only a limited 
duration, which is always determined by the 
nature of the ſubject, or ſomething connected 
immediately with it; but here it is ſo deter- 
mined by its very connexion as to be inca- 
pable of ſuch a ſenſe. The puniſhment of 
the ſinner is expreſſed as of the ſame dura- 
tion as the“ life of the righteous . The 
torments of wicked men are declared to be 
as enduring as thoſe of the devils themſelves; 
and I conceive it could never be ſaid of any 
ſinner, it was good for him never to have 
* been born ]; if after any continuance of 
ſuffering, there ſhould finally remain for him 
an eternity of bliſs; ſeeing all the poſſible 
computations of time vaniſh into nothing, 
when plaged againſt eternity, and are loſt as 
a drop in the ocean. Nor is there the leaſt 
intimation given throughout the whole book 
of Gop, that the wages of fin ſhall ever be 
paid but by the infliction and continuance of 
the puniſhment. 


Such is the curſe of Gop revealed againſt 
ſin. Would Gop it might fo deeply affect 
our hearts, as really to beget in us the moſt 


awakened 
* Matt. xxv. 46. 25 Mark xiv. 21. 
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awakened concern about our ſins. For 
which end, ; 


III. I ſhall endeavour to enforce the mat- 
ter {till farther upon every man's conſcience 
for conviction and humiliation. 


Firſt, Tell me, daring finner, can thy 
heart endure, and thy hands be ſtrong, 
when Gop ſhall thus deal with thee? What 
rock or mountain ſhall cover thee from this 
curſe of ſin, when the great day of Gop's 
wrath is come? Perhaps thou haſt often 
deſpiſed theſe terrors of the Loxp, and haſt 
been of thoſe ® fools who make a mock at 
* fin ***; but know aſſuredly thy ſhadow, 
when the ſun ſhines on thee, doth not fol- 
low thee ſo cloſe as the curſe of Gop perpe- 
tually doth. It is upon thee riling up and 
lying down, going out and coming in; and 
thou art living, thou art dying under it: 
and dying, it may be, utterly unconcerned 
about it. Hadſt thou been by when Sha 
drach and his brethren were caſt into the 
midſt of the burning fiery furnace, would 
not the ſight have diſmayed thee? Hadſt 
thou had the power to reſcue them, what 


M would 


*6 Prov. xiv. g. 
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would not humanity have cauſed thee to 
attempt? Yet they were ſaſe in the pro- 
tection of their Gop. If the fire had not 
been reſtrained, their bodies only for a mo- 
ment could endure the pain, and then an 
eternity of bliſs had received them. But 
thou art on the brink of a fiercer furnace 
of fire: and Gop thy enemy, and an eter- 
nity of miſery before thee; and art thou not 
concerned about thine own life, thy eternal 
life? What infatuation hath ſeized thee, 
that thou art ſo inſenſible? Canſt thou con- 
tend with the Almighty Jenovan ? © Haſt 
© thou an arm like Gop 7”? Canſt thou 
reſiſt his determinations, or clude his judg- 
ment? Doſt thou fear when the forked 


lightning glare flaſhes into thy chamber, 


or tremble when the thunder of Gop's power 
burſts from the cloud and rocks the ground ? 
And how canlt thou then look forward, ſo 
unconcerned, to that dread hour when the 
Judge ſhall be revealed in flaming fire ** *; 
when the heavens ſhall *® be wrapped toge- 
* ther as a ſcroll, and the elements melt with 
„ fervent heat *? *; the earth be ſhook from 
its foundations, and be diſſolved; and all 

created 


7 ſob xl. 9. 9 2 Theſf. 1. 7, $. 
29 Iſai. xxxiv. 4. 2 Pet. iii. 10. 
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created nature {ink around thee in one pro- 
miſcuous ruin? 


Or wilt thou make him a liar, and his 
ſpeech of none effect? © Hath he ſaid, and 
* ſhall he not do it? Hath he ſpoken, and 
* ſhall he not make it good ©? To indulge 
thee in thy ſins, will he diſhonour his faith- 
fulneſs, forfeit his juſtice, and deny him- 
ſelf? Surely © the hope of the ſinner is as 
the ſpider's web . But are not theſe, 
ſay you, the phantoms which Prieſtcraft 
hath invented to over-awe the minds of the 
ſuperſtitious? No, finner; thou wilt find 
theſe are dreadful realities; too true for 
thee: and if not believed in time, thou wilt 
be made to feel what now thou aflecteſt to 
deſpiſe. But the curſe delays, 'T he up-lifted 
arm of vengeance 1s ſuſpended. The col- 
lected wrath yet waits a moment. The warn- 
ing voice is heard. Sinner, ariſe, tremble; 
look upwards. See with an eye of faith that 
ſign, that bloody ſign. Pardon and peace 
await thee beneath the banner of the cross. 
O that thy heart felt thy fin and ruin inevi— 
table; and fought, whilſt yet he might be 
found, that Jesus who can alone deliver 

M 2 kom 
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from the wrath to come. Under his ſhadow 
thou mayſt be ſafe. He will interpoſe his 
own body between thee and the curſe of 
Gow: and there thou mayſt yet be hid in 
the day of Gop's fierce anger. His deep 
wounds afford a ſafe retreat: his heart 1s 
opened for thee, that there thou mayſt be 
covered from the deſcending ſtorm. O that 
under his wings thou mayſt be gathered 
before the trump of judgment awakes, and 
Time 1s no longer ! 


Secondly, Beware of ſeeking help from 
the deſtroyer. © The ſtrength of ſin is the 
* Law . Seek not to this for healing. 
More periſh not by negligence than by error. 
We naturally feek to fly the curſe by flying 
to the Law. Pride ever weds us to it. We 
think ſtill to make our foe our friend : but 
ever muſt the curſe remain, whilſt by the 
works of the Law we ſeek acceptance with 
Gop : yea, never ſo ſure remain as when we 
fancy it is removed thereby. If we ſay we 
„ have no ſin, we deceive ourſelves * . If 
we ſay, by works of righteouſneſs which I 
* have done *, I ſhall be ſaved, verily we have 
* a lie in our right hand. We muſt be 

dead 
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dead to the Law. We muſt expect no more 
to eſcape wrath by it, than by ruſhing upon 
the ſword of our enemy. We have not kept 
it. We cannot keep it. We are curſed 
by it. We are undone by it for ever. We 
muſt know ourſelves to be ſo. We muſt feel 
ourſelves ungodly. We muſt know that we 
have no ſtrength to be otherwiſe. We muſt 
lie down and ſay that we have finned. We 


muſt deſpair for ever of ourſelves. One fin 


brings us to this ſtate, But whoſe ſins are 
not innumerable? Beware of all dependence 
then on your own doings. Your ſorrow, 
your amendment, your promiſes, your en- 
deavours, your ſincerity, or whatever elle; 
theſe cannot ſave you. They mult be utterly 
renounced ; they are incapable of removing 
your guilt, or obtaining Gop's favour. Your 
caſe for any thing you can do 1s helpleſs and 
hopeleſs; to ſee it to be ſo is the very way to 
help and hope. For then, 


Thirdly, There is deliverance at hand. 
The loſt and the deſperate need never 
periſh for want of help. The Son of 
GoD is come on purpoſe to ſeek them. 
„He hath redeemed us from the curſe of 


„the Law, by being made a curſe for 
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* uh... What we could never do he hath 
done for us. He hath become the ſinner's 
ſurety. The Law hath been put in force 
againſt him. He hath ſtood trial in our 
name and character. He hath taken away 
* fin by the ſacrifice of himſelf © *. Sin is 
everlaſtingly “ condemned in the fleſh** , 
by the ſuffermgs of the Son of Gop. The 
Law hath no more demands upon CnR1sT. 
He died for fin once. The curſe is en- 
dured. © There is no condemnation to them 


* that are in CHRIST Jesus 7”; for he is 


riſen again; it is plain thereby he hath ob- 
tained a legal diſcharge. Death hath no 
more dominion over him, for he hath put 
an end to wrath: All is finiſhed. What a 
hope is this! A door of mercy is opened for 
ſinners! O who will not croud into it? With 
what urgency ſhould we preſs to him? Guilt 
is confeſſed; the Law hath decided; the exe- 
cutioner is at our heels. O! bleſſed Juxsus, 
hear, help, ſave us, dying finners! We fly 
to thee, for elſewhere help and hope we find 
not! Open to us; LoRD, open to us the 
door of ſafety! Open thy heart which once 
bled for us. Hide us in the cleft of this 
| rock ! 
34 Gal. iii. 13. 35 Heb. ix. 26. 


36 Rom, viii. 3. 57 Rom. viil. 1. 
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rock! Then thall we at a diſtance only hear 
the thunders roll, ſafe from fear of evil. 
Where no Law reaches, no wrath deſcends, 
no curſe ſeizes the helpleſs criminal: but 
Pardon, Peace, Redemption, Glory, are the 
bleſſings freely beſtowed upon the chief of 
{inners | 
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Redemption by JESUS CHRIS r. 


F 


GALATIANS III. 13. 


CuRIsT hath redeemed us from the curſe of the 
Law, being made a curſe for us. 


* NN HILST man affects to be“ wiſe 

Tw above what is written”, the Goſ- 

3 

N pel of Jesus mult expect an unfa- 
vourable reception. At Reaſon's 

tribunal, truths, becauſe incomprehenſible, 


are counted abſurd ; and it is ſufficient to 


ſtamp them as folly, becauſe they cannot be 
fully underſtood, Yet ſuch are the grand 
truths of Chriſtianity: too deep for this 
{ſhallow line to fathom ; and ſimply reſolva- 
ble into the authority and veracity of Him 
who hath revealed them. Whoever there- 
fore will be truly wiſe, muſt become a fool 
that he may be wiſe . 


That 
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That the eternal Gop ſhould ſtoop to be 
incarnate; that he, whom the heaven and the 
heaven of heavens cannot contain, ſhould lie 
hid in the womb of a Virgin; that he,“ who 
* bindeth thedeepin ſwadling bands, ſhould 
himſeif be wrapped in ſwadling clothes and 
laid in a manger that he, who is the Ancient 
of days, ſhould be born an Infant; that he, 
who 1s the everlaiting Father“, ſhould be a 
Virgin's Child; that he, who is in himſelf 
* exaltcd above all bleſſing and praiſe®, ſhould 
become a man of ſorrows and acquainted 
* with grief“; that he, whoſe nature is im- 
paſſive, ſhould agonize in the garden and bleed 
under the ſcourge; that he, ho only hath 
immortality , ſhould © become obedient 
* unto death, even the death of the crols*; 
that he, who 1s the moſt High and moſt Holy, 
ſhould be made an accurſed thing, ſuffering as 
the vileſt of malefactor s, and the moſt infa- 
mous of mankind : theſe are Myfteries, after 
which Reaſon gropes in vain, whilſt Faith aſ- 
ſents, admires and ador es. Myſteries, which 
to diſpute were the ſame as to diſbelieve, and 
to diſbelieve is to be undone : ior he that 
* believeth not ſhall be damned * 

55 The 
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The arguments propoſed in the foregoing 
Diſcourſes, have, I truſt, ſerved to convince as 
many as have ſeriouſſy weighed their force, 
that our ſtate at preſent, by nature and prac- 
tice, is deſperate; that we are corrupt in our 
original, ſinful in all our ways, incapable of 
helping ourſelves, concluded under the curſe, 
the wages of ſin. Wretched man, that I 
am, muſt every ſoul needs cry, Who ſhall 
deliver me fm the body of this death *? 
And the anſwer to this queſtion 1s the higheſt 
glory of the Goſpel: *® Cur1sT hath redeemed 
” us from the curſe of the Law, being made 
* a curſe for us“. 


This delightful ſubject, my brethren, it 1s 
always the very joy of my heart to ſet before 
you. It is the foundation of all my own hap- 
pineſs it muſt be ſo too of yours, if you 
would be ever happy. It is here alone we can 


truly find deliverance from our fears, peace 


from the accuſations of conſcience, comfort 


in death, and after death Life everlaſting. 


If we think we have any of theſe on any other 
grounds, the thought is at preſent deluſive, 
and in the end will be fatal. O that Gop 
would aſſiſt me worthily to ſpeak of the Re- 


velation 
Rom. vii. 24. 
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velation of his Grace in Jesvs CRHRIsx, and to 
ſhew the fulneſs that is in him! The words 
read will afford theſe three conſiderations: 


1. The perſon who hath redeemed us, 


CHRIST. 


II. The manner in which he redeemed us, 
by being made a curſe for us. 


III. The benefits which we receive by his 
redemption of us. 
I. The perſon who hath redeemed us is 
CuRIsT. The comfort and relief of the ſin- 
ner depends on the all- ſufficiency of the Re- 
deemer: the all- ſufficiency of the Redeemer 
muſt ariſe from his qualifications for the work 
he undertakes. ChRISF is thus all- ſufficient 
from the dignity of his divine, and the ex- 
cellence of his human nature. He is both 
* Gop and man, very Gop and very man; 
and yet not two, but one CHRIST k.“ 


Firſt, Our Redeemer is very Gon. This 
is the corner-ſtone of our ſalvation. If 
CuR1sT be not very Gon, our hopes are vain, 
* we are yet in our fins*. This however is 


oppoſed by many, who deny the Lok p that 
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* bought them ©. They blaſpheme that holy 
Name whereby we are called : they degrade 
him to a dependent, ſome farther, to a mere 
human creature. They thus“ live without 
the true Gop in the world“; by ſuch de- 
nial of the faith they raze the foundations of 
Chriſtianity, though they pretend to eſpouſe 
it, and are worſe than the open Infidel. 


Let us hear the word of Gop. There we 
ſhall find that either there is no Gop, or 
Cnr1sT is that Gop: for all his names, his 
attributes, his works and worſhip are aſcribed 
to him. Theſe are honours Gop cannot 
give unto another. The poſſeſſor of them 
muſt ſhare in the eſſence of the divine nature, 
or we muſt ſink once more into 1dolatrous 
polytheiſm. This truth hath been evidently 
proved at large by many zealous © contenders 
for the faith once delivered unto the ſaints*; 
and therefore I ſhall only leave with you the 
Scriptures which chiefly ſpeak to the point, 
with a ſhort obſervation or two upon them. 


That CHRIST is very Gop, the 7:tles va- 
riouſly aſcribed to him declare. Sometimes 
abſolutely he is called Gop *, ſometimes che 

Lorp; 
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Loxd ©; diſtinguiſhed too with the peculiar 
properties of Deity, the LoxD of hoſts and 
* of glory '*; ſometimes by that incommu- 
nicable name Jznovan *. And theſe titles 

ſo eſpecially his own, that he is ſaid to be 
the true Gop ?, the only wiſe Gop ; the 
„ Gop over all ©, bleſſed for ever“. Could 
ſuch names be attributed to any creature, we 
mult for ever be at a loſs to know the pecu- 
liar name of HI, to whom we owe our 
adorations. But theſe are the diſtinguiſhing 
titles of the Deity, therefore he who poſſeſſes 
them 1s very Gop. 


His attributes are as deciſive a proof of 
his divinity as his names. They are the in- 
communicable glories of the moſt High. If 
to be“ almighty **, heart-ſearching **, omni- 
” preſent'*, eternal '*, incomprehenſible“, in- 
„dependent“, immutable *; if this is to be 
very God, then CuR1sT our Redeemer hath 
the moſt undoubted claim to it. 


His 
5 Colof, iii. 24. 7 James ii. 1. Iſai. vi. 3. 
W. I, 9 1 John v. 20. 
© Jude 25. ** Rom. ix. 5. 
© Rey 1: . 13 Acts i. 24. 
1 Mart. xviſi 20, rin. 
Matt. xi. 27. 7 John x. 18. 


8 Heb. i. 12. 
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His works allo proclaim his eternal power 
and godhead. If the heavens declare the 
* glory of the LorD, and the firmament 
* theweth his handy- work; if on the vaſt 
Creation the ſtamp of the Almighty appears ; 
if the bright ſun or twinkling ſtars, or all the 
brighter ſuns, Cherubs and Seraphs, which 
burn before the throne of Go», proclaim 
the hand that made them to be divine; then 
CupisT challenges this honour. All things 
* were made by him ; and without him was 
not any thing made that was made. He 
* ſpake and it was done © . And he till 
* upholdeth them all**: for his pleaſure they 
* are and were created, by whom and for 
* whom are all things . And as he is the 
Creator, he is allo the Governor and Judge 
of all. To him it appertaineth to exerciſe 
every act of divine power; to © forgive fins *; 
„to quicken whom he will; to ſend the 
Spirit“; to raiſe the dead to execute 
the final judgment“; to determine the eter- 
nal ſtate of men and angels. Well might 


we 
'9 -Fiat.--XIX. 3. .--. John 1. 3. 
* P fal. xxxiii. 9. 9 Hebie 3. 
23 Rev. iv. 11. 24 1 Cor viii. 6. 
25 Matt. ix, 2. 25 John v. 21. 


27 Joan xv. 26. 23 John xi. 43. 
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we charge, as the Jews did*", any the higheſt 
created Being with blaſphemy who ſhould pre- 
ſume thus to exalt himſelf. He that doth 
theſe things is Gop alone. 


Worſhip is ſolely due to the one eternal 
Gop. * To him every knee muſt bow, every 
tongue muſt confeſs ** *®, But this is paid 
in the higheſt manner to the Lord Cnisr ; 
is claimed by him as his prerogative; and of- 
fered by ſaints on earth and angels in heaven. 
Jealous for the honour of his Father, ſo as 
to be incapable of ſuffering the leaſt profa- 
nation 1n the fartheſt courts of his houſe, he 
yet received and vindicated the Hoſannas of the 
multitude * in the midſt of the temple ** . 
Theſe hymns of praiſe to the moſt High were 
no more than his due, * who, being in the 
* form of Gop, counted it no robbery to be 
equal with Goo. We muſt honour the 
Son as we honour the Father . He that 
would not from thoſe who regarded him as 
a man **, receive the leaſt mark of divine 
honour, moſt willingly admits an Apoſtle 
at his feet worſhipping him as his Lok 
"© a 

3: Matt. ix, 3. 32 Rom. xiv, 11. 


33 Matt. xxi. 15. *+. Phil. ji. 6. 
35 John v. 23. 39 Matt. xix. 17. 
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and his Gop*””, And they indeed are fo 
fully aſſured of his eternal power and God- 
head, that in the deepeſt ſeaſons of diſtreſs 
and difficulty they call upon him, and reſign 
” their dying ſouls into his hands. Nor 
is he Gop on earth alone adored, the hoſts 
of heaven bow down before his footſtool. 
The angels of Gop worſhip him“. One 
of the moſt glorious viſions of the upper 
world was this King upon his throne, ſur— 
rounded with his Seraphim; their faces veiled 
with reverential awe, and pouring forth their 
ſacred homage and higheſt adoration: * they 
u cried one to another, and ſaid, Holy, holy, 
* holy is the Loxp of Hoſts; the whole earth 
4 is full of his glory. And when this 
preſent ſcene ſhall be no more, this till ſhall 
be the ſervice of eternity, when every crea- 
* ture day and night ſhall never reſt ſaying, 
* Holy, holy, holy LORD Gop Almighty, 
© which was, and is, and is to come“. Thou 
art worthy, O Lox, to receive glory, and 
* honour, and power, and bleſſing © ] Can 
higher worſhip be offered? If this belong to 
our Redeemer, ſurely he is ved, Gop. 


N 2. CHRIST 


27 John xx. 28. 3* Acts vii. 50. 
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we charge, as the Jews did, any the higheſt 
created Being with blaſphemy who ſhould pre- 


ſume thus to exalt himſelf. He that doth 
theſe things is Gop alone. 


Worſhip is ſolely due to the one eternal 
Gop. * To him every knee muſt bow, every 
tongue muſt confeſs ** . But this is paid 
in the higheſt manner to the Lord CuRISTNHJ 
is claimed by him as his prerogative; and of- 
fered by ſaints on earth and angels in heaven. 
Jealous for the honour of his Father, ſo as 
to be incapable of ſuffering the leaſt profa- 
nation in the fartheſt courts of his houſe, he 
yet received and vindicated the Heſannas of the 
multitude * in the midſt of the temple ** *. 
Theſe hymns of praiſe to the moſt High were 
no more than his due, * who, being in the 
* form of Gop, counted it no robbery to be 
equal with Goo. We muſt honour the 
„Son as we honour the Father *. He that 
would not from thoſe who regarded him as 
a man **, receive the leaſt mark of divine 
honour, moſt willingly admits an Apoſtle - 
at his feet worſhipping him as his“ Lord 


5 and 
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# and his God”, And they indeed are fo 
fully aſſured of his eternal power and God- 
head, that in the deepeſt ſeaſons of diſtreſs 
and difficulty they call upon him, and reſign 
” their dying ſouls into his hands. Nor 
is he Gop on earth alone adored, the hoſts 
of heaven bow down before his footſtool. 
*The angels of Gop worſhip him“ s. One 
of the moſt glorious viſions of the upper 
world was this King upon his throne, ſur— 
rounded with his Seraphim; their faces veiled 
with reverential awe, and pouring forth their 
ſacred homage and higheſt adoration: © they 
u cried one to another, and ſaid, Holy, holy, 
* holy is the Lox D of Hoſts ; the whole carth 
is full of his glory“. And when this 
preſent ſcene ſhall be no more, this {till ſhall 
be the ſervice of eternity, when“ every crea- 
* ture day and night ſhall never reſt laying, 
= Holy, holy, holy LORD Gop Almighty, 
© which was, and is, and is to come“. Thou 
art worthy, O Lox, to receive glory, and 
„ honour, and power, and bleſſing © ! Can 
higher worſhup be offered? If this belong to 
our Redeemer, ſurely he is ve;'y Gor. 
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2. CurisT is as truly an as he is Gov. 
Since redemption was to be obtained in and 
by the nature which had ſinned, it behoved 
him in all things to be made like unto his 
” brethren, ſin only excepted * . This muſt 
have been excepted, elſe he had not been“ a 
Lamb without ſpot or blemiſh ©; nor could 
he otherwiſe have © taken away the fin of the 
* world”; for had he been himſelf a ſinner, 
he ſhould have died under his own iniquity. 
Now that he is very nan, and ſuch a ſinleſs 


man, the ſcriptures fully aſſure us. As man 
he is formed of the ſubſtance of his Mother, 


* partaker of fleſh and blood u, as other chil- 


dren are, and born in the ſame way: yet 
* ſanctified in the womb, that he might not 
partake of that corruption, which by na- 
tural generation deſcends to every fon of 
fallen Adam. He was a * holy thing, undefiled 
* and ſeparate from ſinners ** *; and for that 
purpoſe © the power of the Higheſt overſha- 
* dowed her *. As we are, he had the con- 
ſtituent parts of human nature, a reaſonable 
ſoul and human fleſh. As other children“ he 
* increaſed in wiſdom as in ſtature 7 . He 


was one with us in all the human wants and 
ſinleſs 


% Heb. 11. 17. +* Heb. vil. 26. 
Luke i. 35. *7 Luke ii. 52. 
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ſinleſs infirmities : his ſoul deficient in know- 
ledge, affected with grief, vexed with indig- 
nation, ſenſible of reproaches, chooſing to 
avoid ſufferings, exceeding ſorrowful under 
them ** : his body ſubject to wearineſs, hun- 
ger, thirſt, pain and death. Thus he lived, 
thus he died as a man: yet was he not merely 
man, but God-man ; poſlefling both natures 
in all their plenitude in one CuRIST. 


II. The manner in which CHRIST re- 
deemed us from the curſe of the Law, muſt 
be obſerved; namely, © by being made a curſe 
* for us *. Where we mult remark, 


Firſt, His ſubſtitution for us. Secondly, 
What he bore as our ſubſtitute, 


(J.) CHRIST, both God and man, was 
the ſinner's ſubſtitute. © He bore our griefs, 
and carried our ſorrows ** *. Our ſtate was 
deſperate, you have heard. Nor was there 
found a remedy, until Gop, from the abyſs 
of his wiſdom, declared the counſel of peace 
which was betwixt the Sacred Three. That 
one of them ſhould take the ſinful nature, 


N 2 | and 


53 Mark xiii. 32. Mark iii. 5. Matt. xxvi. 38, 39. 
49 Johniv.6 Mark xi. 12. John xix, 28. Pal, cxvi, 3, 
Mark xv. 37. 59 Jai. li. 4. 
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and ſuffer the curſe, that juſtice might be 
glorified in the puniſhment, and mercy be 
exalted in the pardon of ſin. The Son con- 
ſents to be the perſon. The covenant runs, 
If he will make his ſoul a ſacrifice for ſin, 
# he ſhall ſee of the travail of his ſoul, and 
be ſatisfied *: freely he complies. Lo! 
I come to do thy will *, A body is pre- 
* pared for him. Gop lays on him the 
* iniquity of us all'. He is made fin for 
* us, who knew no ſin “*., He ſuffers, the 
# juſt for the unjuſt *. He offers himſelf 
to bear the ſins of many, yea in his own 
body on the tree, to bring in for ſinners by 
his own blood-ſhedding * eternal Redemp- 
tion Here then behold the ſecond 
Adam: a new covenant-head and repreſen- 
tative, bearing the perſons and characters of 
his people, communicating with them in all 
things: being what they are, and fo making 
them one with him, that all his tranſactions 
are their own. He a n offering, a curſe, a 
ſufferer for them ; they crucified, dead, buried, 
riſmg, living in and with him . 


(2.) As 
* Heb. x. 7. 3 Heb. 2, 5. 53 Iſai. Iii. 6. 
3 3 Car; v. 21. 55 1 Pet. iii. 18. 56 Heb. ix. 12. 


57 2 Cor. v. 21, Gal. iii. 13. Gal. ii, 20. Rom. vi, 8. 
Coloſſ. iii. 1. 
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(2.) As our ſubſtitute, he underwent all 
that the law demanded from ſinners. The 
curſe in all its extent and bitterneſs he en- 
dured from the cradle to the grave, the award 
of ſin was executed upon him. And how 
heavily executed, a ſhort review of his ſuf- 
ferings will tell. See the Redeemer entring 
the liſts, Sin and Hell and Death, yea Gop 
himſelf againſt him. On him the poiſoned 
arrows of vengeance are to be expended. 
An outcaſt from the womb ! Sought for by 
the ſword ſoon as he drew his breath, a fu- 
gitive, a forlorn; “ a worm and no man, 
* deſpiſed and rejected of men. Having no 
* place to lay his head. . His whole life 
a ſeries of labours, wants, temptations, re- 
proaches, perſecutions, until the hour came 
when peculiarly the curſe deſcended, and“ the 
* powers of darkneſs ** * prevailed, When 
given into the hands of the devil, who is the 
executioner of divine vengeance, and“ hath 
the power of death“, the wages of fin; 
he endured that fearful baptiſm of blood and 
ſweat, and tears extorted by the pains of hell 
which came about him; and then finiſhed 

1 ou 
55 Tſai, liii. 3. Matt. viii. 20. 
*9 Luke xxii. 53. 6 Hed, ii. 14. 
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on a croſs the great expiation, having de- 
* ſtroyed thereby death, and him that had the 
power of it“. Would you be a witneſs 
of the conflict, and ſee the burden of your 
weighty guilt, go then to the garden of Geth- 
ſemane; and in the filent darkneſs of that 
dreadful night, the groans of Ixsus at a diſ- 
tance will direct thy footſteps to that ſcene 
of his ſufferings. What a ſight of horror ! 
What agonizing pangs are theſe ! Why this 
ſtrong crying and tears! And lo! he falls, he 
lies along the ground : from every pore, the 
ſweat and blood mingled ſtart in great drops 
and trickle down ; the cold ground ſteams 
with the purple gore: weltering he lies. O 
Jesuvs, SAviouR, what hath thus laid thee 
low ? What extorts from thee theſe bitter 
cries? Thy deſerts, thy curſe, poor ſinner. 
But doſt thou ſtand aghaſt at this? O couldſt 
thou ſee my unknown pangs | my ſoul's ex- 
ceeding ſorrows, even unto death; my fore 
amazement ; my heavineſs paſt utterance ; 
theſe blaſts of the breath of my Father's dif. 
pleaſure ; * this, this is the bitter cup my 
ſoul cries to remove; but, Father, thy will 
* be done. The angels miniſter to him“ . 
The dreadful ſtor m abates : he riſes : he ſeeks 

his 

© Matt, xxvi. 39—46. © Luke xxil. 43. 
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his friends, his friends“ aſleep through ſor- 
* row”, But his enemies are waking : the 
traitor comes. Betrayed and ſold by one diſ- 
ciple ; denied by another; forſaken by all; 
arreſted as a thief, and delivered into the 
hands of the wicked. 


Follow him to the tribunal, and hear the 
cries of a blood-thirſty people, and the ſen- 
tence of an unjuſt judge. See the inſult, 
the mockery and cruelty added to reproach. 
The ſcourges that tear his ſacred body, and 
open again the bloody fountain; the thorns 
preſſed hard upon his temples; new wounds 
to * mar his viſage more than any man's *; 
a viſage already deformed with buffetings, and 
defiled with hitting. What torments he en- 
dured ! condemned to the croſs, it is bound 
upon him. He groans, he ſinks under the 
load. Yet * as a lamb led to the laughter, 
he openeth not his mouth *** : to Calvary 
he goes, there to be faſtned on it. O! fear- 
ful curſe, * If this be done in the green tree, 
” what ſhall be done in the dry ©”? The croſs 
is fixed in the ground: Js us is ſtretched 
upon it: ſtripped, to endure the ſhame of 

N 4 our 
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our nakedneſs; covered with clotted gore; 
a ſpectacle of woe! Stretched are his ſacred 
arms; O why! theſe nails will tell. To be 
fixed faſt upon that tree; in ſhame and tor- 
ture to expire, to endure the death, the ac- 
curſed death of the croſs. They pierce his 
hands, they pierce his feet; the wounds are 
torn wide by the ſuſpended body. He 1s 
lifted up. O ſinner, look upon him! lifted 
up he is to take away thy ſins. He bears 
them all on this accurſed tree. Stay yet a 
while. Behold the“ man of ſorrows truly, 
© forrows like unto whoſe have never ſor- 
* rows been * Theſe ſufferings for thee 
he willingly endures. He refuſes the wine 
mingled with myrrh, that he may * drink the 
* dregs of the cup of trembling *. Creation 
beholds aſtoniſhed the Lord of Life expiring. 
The ſun grows dark ; the heavens lour; the 
earth trembles; the rocks rend: whilſt tears 
of blood deſcend; and in the pangs of death 
and dereliction the Redeemer cries, “ My 
* Gon, my Gon, why haſt thou forſaken 
© me ©”? Then finiſhes tranſgreſſion, pro- 
claims it, and expires. He dies: the ſol- 
dier's ſpear opens his heart that beats na 
more: the blood and water flow; ſtill warm, 


though 


06 Lam. i. 12. 67 Matt. xxvii. 46. 
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though life is gone. Thus dies on the ac- 
curſed tree the ſinner's ſubſtitute. Sin is 
atoned for, Juſtice 1s ſatisfied, the Priſoner 
muſt be diſcharged. His Soul is not left in 
hell, nor doth this Holy One of Gop ſee 
corruption. The grave may not cover her 
ſlain. He burſts the bands of death in token 
of his victory, and leads captivity captive. 
Death hath © no more dominion over him *: 
as he was delivered for our offences, he is 
” raiſed again for our juſtification © *, A 
pardoning Gop is found: A pardoning Gop 
proclaimed. © Mercy and truth are met to- 
* gether ; righteouſneſs and peace have kiſſed 
* each other . The bright perfections of 
the eternal Gop here unite and form a new 
diſcovery of the Deity; the milder beams of 
mercy gild the throne; and that once con- 
ſuming fire becomes approachable even by 
ſinners. Glorious is JIEHOVAH now in par- 
doning, and righteous in mercy. Which 
leads me, 


III. To the benefits which by his blood- 
ſhedding CuRIST has purchaſed for us: and | 
theſe are chiefly, | if 
1. Pardon 


65 Rom. iv. 25. 69 Pſal. lxxxv. 10. 
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1. Pardon of our fins and peace with Gov. 
In whom we have redemption through his 
” blood, the forgiveneſs. of ſins, according 
* to the riches of his grace. Being juſtified 
by faith, we have peace with Gop through 
* JESUS CuRIST our LoxD. Go is now 
righteous and juſt to forgive us our ſins“ . 
He hath exacted the penalty from our ſurety : 
the debt 1s paid: the bond is canceled. Jesus 
” hath taken it out of the way, nailing it to 
his croſs. Who is he that condemneth, 
* fince ChRIST hath died? This is our 
prevailing plea. This a ſufficient anſwer to 
all the accuſations of the Law, and the fears 
of a guilty conſcience. The more we con- 
ſider the fulneſs of the Surety, the more ſhall 
we be confirmed in the ſafety of thoſe who 
truſt in him: He cannot fail us. In him 
there is plenteous redemption © *. All ful- 
neſs; yea, all and more than all that we 
” can alk or think *. The chief of ſinners 
need not fear. He can fave to the utter- 


* moſt*: He came into the world for this 


very purpoſe. © Where fin abounded, there 
* ſhall pardoning grace abound '**, Gop 


hath 


70 Rom. v. 1. Epheſ. i. 7. Rom. iii. 26. 
71 Rom. viii. 34. 7 Pal. xxx. 5. 
73 Coloſſ. i. 19. Epheſ. iii. 20. 74 Rom. v. 20. 
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hath no quarrel with the greateſt ſinner re- 
turning through Cur1sT. “ He will be mer- 
* ciful to his unrighteouſneſs; his fins and 
iniquities will he remember no more“. 
His juſtice and truth are now as much en- 
gaged to receive us graciouſly, as before they 
were engaged to puniſh us rigorouſly. He 
cannot but abundantly pardon. His glory 
now 1s this; Peace proclaimed on earth, 
„good-will towards men? . The wall of ſe- 
* paration is broken down. The veil of fin 
is taken away. Gop ſtretches out the ſceptre 
of his grace; commands us to touch it and 
live. Let him take hold on my ſtrength, 
and make peace with me, and he ſhall make 
* peace with me. See it fully demon- 
ſtrated in this bleſſed ſcripture. * Gon was 
*in CHRIST reconciling the world unto him- 
* ſelf, not imputing their treſpaſſes unto 
” them. Now then we are ambaſiadors for 
„CHRIST, as though Gop did beſeech you by 
* us, we pray you in CuRisT's ſtead, be ye 
2 reconciled to Gop ” *. 


2. By CnrisT's redemption of us from 
the curſe, we obtain all the promiſes of the 
| Spirit. 

75 Heb. viii. 12. 75 Luke ii. 14. 
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Spirit. Until this was removed there could 
be no intercourſe between the holy Gop and 
ſinful man; and if this intercourſe were not 
reſtored on earth, man muſt be for ever ex- 
cluded from the preſence of Gop : Without 
* holineſs no man can ſee the LoRxp . But 
no ſuch could be found, unleſs the Spirit of 
holineſs * created us anew *. Our corruption 
and weakneſs unqualified us for any work of 
goodneſs, Vile we were, and vile we muſt 


for ever have remained, if not“ renewed in 


* the ſpirit of our minds. CHRIST there- 
fore in delivering us from the curſe hath ob- 
tained the Spirit alſo to deliver us from the 
power of our fins. * He hath led captivity 
* captive, and received gifts for men *, even 
for the rebellious ; and he is now exalted at 
the right hand of GOD, in virtue of his 
obedience unto death, to be a Prince and a 
Saviour, to give repentance to his people *. 


From him all power is derived: Without 


* him we can do nothing ** : but all things 
through him ſtrengthning us *. All the 
graces of Gop's Spirit to enlighten, enliven, 
comfort and ſanctify our ſouls, he hath the 
diſpen- 

29 Heb. xi. 14. 0 Pſalm lxviii. 18. 


8 Ads v. 31. 22 John xv. 9. 
37 Phil. iv. 13. 
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diſpenſation of; and ſheds them abrvad in the 


hearts of thoſe whom by his preventing grace 


he ſtirreth up to ſeck him. Helping their in- 
firmities in prayer, and bleſſing them with an 
anſwer of peace, and ” an abundant ſupply 
of the Spirit, according to their neceſſities. 
We have now a throne of grace open, and 
are bid * to come boldly to it, that we may 


obtain mercy, and find grace to help in 


every time of need *. And whilſt his 
blood 1s ſprinkled on our conſciences, we may 
draw near in full aſſurance of faith“, and 
the moſt confident perſuaſion, that“ what- 
* ſoever we ſhall atk in his name, Gop will 
„ give it us. And that thus growing in 
* grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord 
Jesus CuyRIST, he will, having conducted 
* us by his counſel here, at laſt bring us to 


his glory *. For this alſo, 


3. He hath by his blood- ſhedding ob- 
tained for us not only preſent but eternal re- 
demptio n. He hath removed the flaming 
{ſword that guarded the tree of Life. He 
hath opened the everlaſting doors. Be, as 
2 our forerunner, is for us entered; we are 
already 


34 Heb. iv. 16. #5 John xv. 16. 
© Pſalm Ixxiii. 24. *% Heb: 1x..18. 
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* already ſet down with him in heavenly 
„places. As members of his body, we 
muſt follow our Head. Where he is, there 
* muſt we be alſo”. The promiſe is ſure to 
all the ſeed. Though we have a © meetneſs 
* for the inheritance of the Saints in light“ 
wrought in us, our title to it ſtands on the 
everlaſting Rightcoulneſs finiſhed upon the 
croſs. That JEsus was obedient unto Death, 
is all our plea: and at the laſt day we ſhall 
ſee our obligations above all to the Redeemer, 
when we ſhall receive“ eternal Life as the 
gift of Gop, through JEsus CuRIsT our 
Lord. He that endured the croſs muſt 
have the glory of his purchaſe. No deſert 
of ours © lifts us from the dunghil to ſet us 
„among the princess. We ſhall then ſee it 
wholly obtained for us by his merits, when 
* with his ranſomed people we ſhall come to 
* Zion with ſongs and everlaſting joy upon 
” our heads *. They that ſurround his 
throne, all caſt their crowns at his feet : they 
aſcribe to him alone their mighty bliſs: * For 
thou waſt ſlain, and haſt redeemed us to 
* GoDp by thy blood, out of every kindred, 


„and tongue, and people, and nation, and 


© haſt 


8 Epheſ. it. 6. Heb. vi. 20. 


*%9 Rom. vi. 23. 9? liai, xxxv. 10. of 
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* haſt made us unto our Gop Kings and 
„ Prieſts?" . Who wiſhes not to join their 
praiſes? And do we wiſh it indeed? Let us 
then learn them here below. If now we find 
in him Redemption; if now we believe in 
him as our Deliverer from the curſe of the 
Law; if now we truſt in him alone for grace 
in time, and glory in eternity : then will he 
finiſh his new creation in us; perfect what 
he hath begun, and bring us where neither 
ſin nor death are known, but Hr, the once 
ſuffering, now exalted Redeemer reigns, and 
all his ſaints adore him, yea ſhall reign with 
him in glory everlaſting. Amen. 


91 Rey, v. 10. 


SERMON 


— — 


——* 


2 75 ROS = 4* K- 2 
. —— — 
„% „ : 
* 


— 
— 
— << —_— 

”—  — — 


A A *% jewels KR We EY A Py 
. e e 


S ER M.O N IX. 


Salvation by Grace. 


7 "I. .  —_— IF ? , 
SR ODDS OE RI III 


EPpHESLIANS II. 8. 


For by grace are ye ſaved, through faith; and 
that not of your/ebves ; it is the gift of God. 


O O miſtakes are ſo dangerous as thoſe 
N 'Þ which relate to our eternal ſalva- 
XZ tion: yet through the blindneſs of 
our own hearts, and wickedneſs of 

others; who would * pervert the right ways 
of the Lokx D, we had need take great heed 
to our feet, that they turn not out of the 
way. Our only ſure direction is the word 
of Gop. This is appointed to be“ a lamp 
* unto our feet, and a light unto our paths* *. 
He that walketh after this rule, peace will be 
unto him. As it is the univerſal Guide, it 
is open for every man's peruſal, and plain to 
O every 


1 Pſalm cxix. 105, 
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every man's underſtanding. - Many things in 
it indeed, through a variety of circumſtances, 
are dark and hard to be ynderſtood, but 
they are not points eſſential to our ſalvation. 
Theſe will afford matter to the end of the 
world for ſuch as prefer knowledge to prac- 
tice, and chooſe to diſpute rather than obey. 
The things of moſt importance and neceſſary 
to be known are eaſy to be underſtood: * He 
that runs may read them“. No comment 
is wanting, but a deſire to know the truth, 
with a diſpofition to follow it. Thas “the 
® Bereans ſought and found *”. And fo to 
the end of the world, if any man will do 
* his will, he ſhall know of the doctrine whe- 
u ther it be of Gop *”, He that is faithful to 
the little light he hath, ſhall find it“ ſhine 
more and more unto the perfect day ®. 


Let us beware chen of calling any man 
maſter. One is our Maſter, even CHRIST *, 
* Search the ſcriptures **. It is his command. 
Therein is contained all we need to know. 
We have his promiſe to aſſiſt our humble in- 
quiries. They ſhall all be taught of Gop *”. 
Then. the. Salvation by, Grace, which the 


85 Fg: words 
2 Acts xvii. 11. 1 John vii. 17 


Matt. xxiii 8. ; John v. 39. 
s John vi. 45. ; 
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words in the text ſpeak of, will be diſcovered, 
embraced and delighted in. Comparing 
u ſpiritual things with ſpiritual *, we ſhall 
have our hearts daily more confirmed * in the 
* truth as it is in ISS. And if we perſiſt 
to follow on to know the Logp *, we ſhall 
find the ſalvation by grace to iſſue thor tly 1 in 
a falvation of glory. 


The grand diſpute that in St Paul's day 
rent the Church was, „Whether Faith or 
* Works juſtified the ſinner; whether man's 
% deſert or God's free grace were the cauſs 
te of ſalvation ?” He was the ſtrenuous at- 
ſerter of the ſovereignty of Grace and the 
freedom of Juſtification. Yea, he reckons 
theſe ſuch eſſential truths, that he calls the 
oppoſite doctrines anther Geſpel *, Yet thoſe 
who have agreed to receive his writings as 
given by the inſpiration of Gob, have never- 
theleſs revived the errors he condemned, and 
ſtill ſeek juſtification by the Law, and falva- 
tion by Works and not by Grace. The fo'- 
| lowing plain truths are ſubmitted to every 
man's conſideration, who will be at the pains 
of comparing them with the fountain from 
whence to me they appear to be derived. 
O 2 May 
Gal. i. 6. 


4 T — — — —— — — 
— 
— . —————-— A —— 
— — — — . 
* - - * 


196 Salvation by Grace. Serm. . 
May they be the bleſſed means of enlightning 
any heart in the knowledge of the truth, or 
of confirming the faith of thoſe who are 


ſeeking the ſalvation by Grace revealed in the 
Goſpel. 


I ſhall endeavour to ſhew from theſe words, 


I. What is the Salvation here ſpoken of. 

II. Prove that it is wholly of Grace, 

III. Shew the neceſſity of its being of Faith, 
that 1t might be by Grace. 

TV. Make ſome ſuitable Application. 


I. The Salvation here ſpoken of, 1s our 
nal ſalvation; including all the various ſteps 
which lead to it. This is evident from the 
preceding verſes, where St Paul mentions not 
only our reſurrection together with CuRIST, 
but alſo our fitting together in heavenly 
places in Cur1sT Je$vs**; that is, by virtue 
of that union which ſubſiſts between the head 
and the members. His exaltation we are al- 
ready intereſted in. Our falvation is as much 
fecured for us in CuRIST, as it will be at the 
laſt day: for © by Grace we are ſaved *. He 
hath wrought out the ſalvation for us in all 
its extent, of pardon from the guilt of fin, 


deliverance 
» Epheſ, ii, 6; 
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deliverance from the dominion of ſin, and as 
* our Forerunner is for us entered“ to take 
poſſeſſion of the inheritance he hath pur- 
chaſed by virtue of his obedience unto death, 
and to beſtow it on them who * ſhall be heirs 
* of Salvation“. We muſt take the whole 
ſalvation together, We muſt not ſeparate 
the links of this chain of Grace. Though 
CHRIST is the author of eternal ſalvation, it 
15 only to thoſe who here below know him 
as their Saviour, freely diſcharging them 
from the guilt ; and, together with the pu- 
niſhment, by his Spirit delivering them from 
the power of their fins. 


II. This Salvation is wholly of grace. The 
word grace has ſeveral meanings in ſcripture. 
But here and in many other places its ſigni- 
fication 1s clear from the context. It 1s the 
gift or an act of the mere favour of Goo. 
And to this the whole of our ſalvation muſt 
be aſcribed, whether in the contrivance and 
execution or communication of it: Salvation 
is wholly of Grace. 


1. The contrivance of it was of Grace. 
„The things which are not *, as much ſub- 
ſiſt in the divine mind as if they were. Gop 

O 3 foreſaw 
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foreſaw the fall of man, and provided a res 
medy for it ere it came to paſs. His own 
glory is the end of all his actions. In this 
„he would glorify the riches of his Grace“. 
This is the good pleaſure of his will: fallen 
man hath nothing but miſery to preſent. 


Go will therefore have mercy, becauſe he 


will have mercy : He worketh after the coun- 
fel of his own will. He hath ſaved us, not 
* according to our works, but according to 
* his own purpoſe and grace, which was 
„given us in CunisT JI ꝝsus before the world 
began *. This is the origin of our ſal- 
vation from eternity; the mere pleaſure and 
grace of Gop. Nothing foreſeen in us, either 
done or to be done by us, but the purpoſe « of 


his own will is the firſt cauſe. 


2. The execution of this ſcheme of ſalva- 
tion, planned out in the divine mind from 
eternity, is wholly of Gop's Grace: That 
Go ſhould * not ſpare his own Son, but 
freely giye him up for us all!“: That the 
Son ſhould become man, ig us men and 
our ſalvation :” That he ſhould “ by one 
* oblation of himſelf once offered obtain eter- 
nal redemption for us *; was what we 


| could 
2 Epheſ. i. 6. 1 2 Tim. 1. 9. 
Rom. vill. 32. 12 Heb. ix. 12. 
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could no more have conceived than we could 
deſerve: yea it was contrary to all our deſerts, 
and above all our thoughts. The angels them- 
ſelves could not fathom this abyſs of love. 
This“ myſtery hid from ages and genera- 
tions“ he hath revealed to us in the goſpel. 


Gop knew full well what his Son muſt 
_ endure: CHRIST ſaw for what end he came 
into the world ; for he was in the divine pur- 
poſe the Lamb ſlain from the foundation 
* of the world *. The obſtinacy of men 
and their rejection of him was forctold : yet 
he gave himſelf a propitiation for our ſins ; 
= and not for ours only, but for the ſins of 
the whole world *, It was an act of ſuch 
aſtoniſhing mercy and rich grace as paſſed 
all underſtanding. © Gop commendeth his 
„ love towards us, in that whilſt we were 
* yet ſinners CaR1sT died for the ungodly **. 
Every demerit of ours is diſregarded, or ra- 
ther ſovereign Grace triumphs in giving the 
greateſt gift imaginable t: to the moſt unde- 
ſerving. 


3. The communication of this falvation 
to every individual who ſhall finally partake 
O 4 of 
73 Rev. xiii. 8, 14 1 John ii. 2. 
1 Rom, v. 6, 8. 
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of it, is purely of Grace. Conſider it as 


implying preſent ſalvation from guilt and 


from corruption; or the eternal ſalvation in 
heaven. 


1. Salvation from guilt is wholly by Grace. 
We are conſidered in ſcripture“ as enemies, 
* as ungodly, unjuſt, and dead in treſpaſſes 
and ſins *. There is nothing in any man, 
which ſeems in the moſt diſtant manner to 
give him a claim to the divine mercy. Our 
caſe is, as hath been ſhewn, utterly deſpe- 


rate. Gop finds nothing in us but fin, and 


the diſpoſition of the heart continually to- 
wards it. Whoever 1s truly brought to Gop 


through CHRISTH knows this to have been 


his very caſe, until © Gop called him by his 
Grace. The King upon his throne iſſues 
the undeſerved pardon. * He juſtifies the un- 
* godly “; and this, according to his good 


* pleaſure, which he hath purpoſed in him- 


„ ſelf ***, He doth not find us juſt, but makes 
us ſo. It is an act of his mere Grace and 
Mercy; without the ſhadow of deſert on our 
part. Yea when we had all the demerit that 
the enmity of our hearts, the ungodlineſs of 
our lives, and our deadly ſtate of treſpaſles 


and 
1 Rom, v. 6=10, Epheſ. ii. r. 


17 Rom. iv. 5. 15 Ephel. 1. 9. 
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and ſins could give us. It is true, it is on 
account of CuRIST ; © we have redemption 
through his blood: but the pardon of 
ſin comes not to us as the leſs a matter of fa- 
vour, becauſe he gave himſelf a ranſom for 
* all *. CnrisT's death and obedience alter 
not our ſtate of demerit : beſides the very 
gift of CuRIST, who purchaſed this great 
mercy, 1s in the higheſt degree of Grace, 


2. Salvation from the power of /in is wholly 
of Grace: whilſt guilt remained the throne 
of Grace was guarded by a flaming cherub. 
It is by the removal of this, that Gop doth 
return to viſit us, and ſend the Spirit into 
our hearts. Without this we muſt for ever 
remain the bondſmen of corruption : * They 
* who are in the fleſh cannot pleaſe Gop ** ®, 
And in this ſtate we remain until CHRIST 
delivers us through Faith in his atonement. 
Then our perſons ® become accepted in the 
beloved: He takes poſſeſſion of us for 
his own: © He worketh then mightily all 
* our works in us?. We have nothing we 
© have not received? *. All our ſanctiſication 
is as much the gift of Gop, as our ju/lfica- 


" tion. 
19 Epheſ. i. 7. 2 1 Tim. 11. ©, 
21 Rom, viii. 8. 2 Ephef. i. 6. 

23 Iſai. xxvi. 12. 2+ 1 Cor. iv. 7. 


o 
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tion. We offer him only his own. * By the 
Grace of Gon we are what we are*'”, Boaſt- 
ing 1s utterly excluded. We are not only 
pardoned as rebels, but of mere bounty fed 
every day, and the life which is given us is 
maintained from the King's table. The 
© life which I will give them ſhall be in them, 
* a well of water ſpringing up to everlaſting 
life . All is of Grace. Faith; Repent- 
ance, Love, Obedience, Perſeverance in well- 
dung, are all expreſly declared to be the 

= gifts of Goo or the effects nene, 
produced by thoſe gifts. en 


N muſt not be inferred from hence, that 
we are machines, actuated merely by: im- 
pulſes from without or within ourſelves; By. 
no means. The firſt of Gop's gifts in ſanc- 
tification is the reſtoration of our will to its 
right choice of Go as our Maſter.” He 
calls upon us daily to make uſe of the mea- 
ſure of grace which he hath given us, with 
the promiſe of the increaſe of it. We chooſe 
what Gon approves. The choice and work 
conſequent thereupon 1s not the leſs our own, 
becauſe © his grace prevents us that we may 


© have 
25 1 Cor, xv, 10. 2% John iv. 14. | 
27 Epheſ. ii. 8. Acts v. 31. Gal, v. 6, 

Heb. viii. zo. John x. 28. : = 
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© have a good-will, and worketh with us 
« hen we have that good-will *. a IA 


2. The carne] ſalvation of our ſouls is alſo 
of Grace. It is certain that Gop hath pro- 
miſed to reward us according to our works“. 
And that there will be in the day of judgment 
a proportion between the work and the re- 
ward. Some will“ ſhine as ſtars“ of greater 
magnitude than others: but eternal life will 
not ceaſe nevertheleſs to be the gift of Gop 
through Jzsvs ChRISTͤHJ and we ſhall, * as 
many as are ſaved, look for eternal life as 
the mercy of the Lorp *'”. For not only 
have we obtained the firſt ſtep of admiſſion __ 
into the kingdom of heaven by Grace; and 
the ſubſequent ones, which in God's appointed 
way of holineſs we have taken through the 
ſame, but alſo our inheritance is ſtill ® a pur- 
* chaſed poſſeſſion - CHRIST's perfect 
obedience affords the only legal claim to life 
eternal. We receive it therefore as of promiſe 
through him. There will be in us“ a meet- 
” neſs indeed for the inheritance amongſt the 
” ſaints in light **; and this greater in one 
than in another ; but no meritorious claim. 

No 


Article X. 9 Rev. xxii. 12. 1 Cor. xv. 41. 
39 Jude 21. 3+ Ephel. i. 14. 
3® Coloſl. i. 12, | 
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No man will then ſay, Jam worthy.“ No, 
he will be ſurpriſed even at what CHRISH ad- 
judges to him, as conſcious how unworthy 
he is: if he muſt enter into the kingdom, it 
will be for ever to proclaim, © Worthy is the 
Lamb that was ſlain, to receive glory, and 
* honour, and praiſe, and bleſſing ©. 


III. It is of Faith that it might be by 
Grace **, It could be of Grace no other way 
than by Faith. Faith ſtands oppoſed to 
works in the next verſe: © Not of works leſt 
any man ſhould boaſt . If Works of any 
kind preceded our acceptance with Gop, it 
would be no more of Faith; nor conſequently 
by Grace. This is the alone medium by 
which the g/ of Gop can be conveyed to us 
to ſecure the whole glory to himſelf. Thoſe 
who know not the neceſſity of zhus receiving 
the gift of Gop, from a deep conviction of 
the impoſſibility of doing any work pleaſing 
to Gop until their attainder 1s reverſed, ever 
oppoſe this method of ſalvation as too abaſing. 
And they who object to it, as having an un- 
favourable influence on Morality, ſhew evi- 
dently their utter unacquaintedneſs both with 


the nature of true Faith and the effects of it. 


« Faith 
97. Rev. ie. 18. 3+ Rom. iv. 16. 


5: Epheſ. ii. g. 
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e Faith is a divine conviction of the vera- 

* city of Gop in his word.” The general 
object of it is the Word of Gop : the effect 
wrought by that word 1s conviction of the 
truth. The agent is Gop : It is the gift 
* of God ®. A man can no more reaſon 
himſelf into true faith, than he can create a 
world: all external evidence is of itſelf in- 
capable of producing it. The head may have 
nothing to object, when the heart is as far 
as ever from believing unto righteouſneſs *, 
nor feels any of the conſtrainings of divine 
energetic Faith. Though the external evi- 
dence be from Gop, there muſt be an inter- 
nal divine conviction alſo. It is the work of 
the Holy Ghoſt to convince of righteouſ- 
„ neſs**, and enable us to believe. 


The great object of Faith in the word is 
Jesus CuR1sST, and all the promiſes which 
are in him: theſe revealed by the faithful Gop, 
Faith acquieſces in and embraces. And in 
this ſubmiſſion to the righteouſneſs of Gop, 
and acceptance of ſalvation by Faith, there 
is implied, 


Firf, 


John xvi. 8. 37 Phil. i. 29, 1 Cor. ii. 14. 
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Firſt, An acknowledgment of a ſtate: of 
abſolute helpleſiueſs and guilt ; whilſt we 
imagine we have any thing of our own to 
commend us to God, Faith is made void. 
The ſalvation by Grace propoſed to Faith is 
only for the loſt and deſperate; for thoſe who 
are convinced they are nothing, have nothing, 
can do nothing pleaſing to Gop. Until the 
ſoul be brought to this ſtate of ſelf· emptineſß, 
a man cannot“ believe to ſalvation“: He muſt 
be going about to eſtabliſh his own righte- 
ouſneſs. He will ever be thinking that he 
hath or ought to have ſome claim to the di- 
vine favour above another man. He will be 
truſting, in whole or in part, on ſomething 
done or to be done by him, inſtead of what 
has been done for him ſeventeen hundred 
years ago: but when any ſoul is taught his 
real ſtate, then he is aſſured he muſt be ſaved 
by Grace, or not at all. The grand miſtake 
is here. Men know not the depth of their 
natural corruption, wickedneſs and weakneſs. 
This diſcovered, ſalvation by grace through 
faith wil meet with no more objections. . 


Secondly, In receiving this ſalvation, faith 
ſimply ſubmits to the truth declared. It re- 


cCelves 
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ceives the record of God, that he hath given 
# unto us eternal life, and this life is in his 
* Son**®, It doth nothing to merit ſalvation, 
nor does the poſſeſſor of it ſee any deſert in 
himſelf more than in the vileſt of ſinners. 
Faith freely takes what Gop freely gives: 
the ſinner's heart, as the beggar's hand, rea- 
dily receives the gift of Grace. 


Thus it 1s, that through faith at firſt we 
are brought into a ſtate of reconciliation with 
Gop; and“ being juſtified by faith, we have 
peace with Gop through JESUS CHRISH our 
* Lokp ? ©: and ever after it is the ſupport 
of our ſoul, or rather the channel of con- 
veying to us the ſupplies of grace for all our 
life of holineſs: The life I now live in the 
© fleſh, Ive by the faith of the Son of Gap “. 
Believing the certainty of the promiſes in him, 
„ we draw water out of theſe wells of ſalva- 
tion? : and our final perſeverance and 
eternal happineſs come in the fame way; 
being kept by the power of Gop through 
faith unto ſalvation *f. He that endureth 
= to the end, the ſame ſhall be faved**. We 
ſhall endure if our faith fail not. From the 


whole, 
38 1 Johnv. 11. 39 Rom. v. 1. 
49 Gal. ii. 20. er Hai. Mi. 3. 
1 ek. i. 3. 4 Matt. x. 22. 
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anne 


whole, I truſt the ſalvation by Grace through 
Faith hath appeared to you plainly to be the 
word of Gop; and have nothing more to add 
than a ſhort Application from What hath 
been ſaid, 


+ +-# 
1,78 


1. What encouragement doth the goſpel 
give to every finner who ſees his guilt and 
miſery ? It is a faithful ſaying, and worthy 
* of all acceptation, that Jꝝsus CuR1sT came 
into the world to ſave finners ; yea, the 
* chief of ſinners ** . No man need deſpair 
becauſe he is a poor and miſerable wreteh that 
hath no works to plead nothing „but evil; 
„and that continually*. Salvation is of Grace; 
„ without money and without price“ es; and 
therefore free for every guilty ſoul. Think not 
chat becauſe fin hath'abounded, that therefore 
youate far from hope. By no means: where 

ſin hath abounded, there ſhall grace much 
* more\abound © =, Gop's falvation is one. 


Whatever degrees of guilt men may have 


contracted, it bears the fame favourable aſpect 
to all. They who have the leaſt ſin muſt be 
damned if they do not plead it; and they 
who have the greateſt are ſure of pardon and 
acceptance if they do. It is not ſuſpended 


ON 
* 1 Tim. 1. tc; 


+5 Tſai. Iv. 1. 
40 Rom, V. 20. 2 l 5 
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on any conditions of previous endeavours, 
and labours, and reſolutions of amendment; 
for that were to deſtroy the riches of the 
Grace, and to counteract the very defigns of 
Gop. You are no more required to do any 
thing to merit it, than you are to pluck the 
ſun from the heavens, or ſtay the current of 
the ſeas. Indeed you might as caſily do the 
one as the other. You are undone and loſt ; 
your caſe is deſperate: Gop will glorify his 
Grace in pardoning you. He ſends his Son : 
He declares “ he is well-pleaſed in him“, and 
with all that come to Gop by him; here is 
the gift, It is as free as the light of the ſun: 
Look to him and be ye ſaved, all the ends 
of the earth“. He wants no good thing 
of you. He aſks for no ſuch thing from 
you: Believe, and be ſaved ©”, is the goſ- 
pel word. In ſelf- deſpair thus to be found 
at the foot of the croſs is ſalvation begun; 
and that life derived from a believing view of 
Is us delivered for our offences, and raiſed 
* again for our juſtification *?”, will carry 
on this ſalvation until Grace ſhall have ac- 
compliſhed it, and © we ſhall lee him face to 
* face ** ©; 


" 2. The 


Iſai. xly. 23. 55 3cts xvi. 31. 
Rom. iv. 25. SO 1 Cor. Kill 12. 
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2. The ſin and 3 of ſeeking falvation 
in any other way than by Grace, is exceeding 
great, I ſpeak now particularly of our pre- 
tent acceptance with Gop, which many are 
continually going about to obtain * by works 
* of righteouſneſs which they have done *, 
or by blending Faith and Works together, as 
concurring cauſes of their acceptance. No- 
thing reflects ſuch diſhonour upon Gop, no- 
thing can be fo ſurely fatal to ourſelves : as 
ſuch an attempt. 


It reflects ſuch high diſhonour on Goo and 
his Son. It ſaith, Salvation is no more of 
Grace“: for is any thing beſides * CURIST's 
* one oblation once offered“ needful to merit 
your acceptance? Then you aſſociate your- 
ſelf with him, become a partner of his under- 
taking, and rob him of that peculiar glory of 
which he 1s ſo jealous, But he wants nothing 
of you: he can receive nothing from you; 
becauſe indeed you can offer nothing which 
muſt not ſtill offend. Which of your good 
deeds will you bring to the croſs as auxiliary 
to the Saviour's atonement ? With what ab- 


horrence muſt it be rejected by him, * who 


* by the eternal S Spirit offered himicli without 
EP LL 
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* ſpot unto Gop®? Surely had any ſuch ſpot 
been found in him, as 1s in every work of 
yours, he had died in vain. Beſides, where 
were the riches of grace if you contributed 
ever ſo little to the purchaſe? If it be of 
* Works, it is no more Grace, otherwiſe 
* work is no more work *. Gop's glory in 
pardoning is utterly obſcured, and it is no 
longer the gift of Gop. 


And what can be ſo fatal to yourſelf? Yor 
thus cut yourſelt off from the only method of 
ſalvation; you counteract the deſigns of Gop. 
You put 1t out of his power to ſave you, for 
he cannot deny himſelf. If you will lay any 
” ether foundation than he hath laid, you 
are fallen from Grace *: you muſt abide 
that devouring ſtorm which will ſweep away 
your vain deceitful hopes. And wo unto 
thoſe works that ſtand up to plead for your 
acceptance. Unable to bear the ſeverity of 
Gop's: juſtice, © this broken reed you have 
” leaned upon will run into your ſoul and 
* pierce it“. You will then too late diſco- 
ver, that thoſe who would not plead a ſalva- 
tion by Grace will never be able to eſcape the 
damnation of hell. | 


5: Rom. xi. 6. | 32 Gal. v. 4. 
33 Iſai. xxxvi, 6. 
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3. How 3 to Gon how hotiours 
able to the RxDERMRR, how ſafe for the 
undone ſinner, how effectual to engage his 
heart to Gop, muſt this method of Goſpel- 
grace appear? Gop 1s acknowledged to be all 
majeſty and all mercy ; Cur1sT all-glorious 
and all- ſufficient. We have grounds of con- 
fidence the moſt enduring and ſatisfying: 
and for all the Grace we receive feel the con- 
ſtrainings of the debt of gratitude immenſe 
as the gift beſtowed on us. 


To love Gon cannot but be the immediate 
effect of faith in this ſalvation : and obedience 
will then become our delight as well as duty. 


For Faith worketh by love; and this is the 


* love of Gop, that we keep his command- 
„ ments; and his commandments are no 
longer counted grievous **®, O with what 
delight doth a ſinner ſaved by Grace run 
the way of Gop's commandments, for he 
* hath ſet his heart at liberty: *. What at- 
tainments in holineſs muſt not he be ad- 
vancing towards when * this love conſtraineth 


him And thus what all the impotent 


endeavours 


4 1 John v. 3. 55 Pſalm exix. 32. 
2 2 Cor. V. 14. 
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endeavours of man by his own powers could 
never effect, the Faith of God's elect doth 
work: not making void the Law, but eſta- 
u bliſhing it“ “; eſtabliſhing it on a baſs 
which nothing can move; enabling us to 
obey it on principles that powerfully in- 
fluence ; and urging us on in the purſuit of 
perfection abſolute and intire as the ſummit 
of our hopes and the conſummation of our 
_ felicaty. 


57 Rom. iii. 31, 
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On the Nature of true Holineſs. 
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EPHESIANS II. 10. 


For we are his workmanſhip, created in Chriſt 
Tefus unto good works, which God hath before 
ordained that we ſhould walk in them. 


XR HE great Apoſtle Paul knew beſt 
1 N 

the tendency of the principles he 

* 
E preached. He was not afraid that 
the doctrines of free Grace would 
lead men to licentiouſneſs. He had happily 
experienced the contrary in his own ſoul, and 
teen the bleſſed effects of them on thouſands 
of others. He knew what the Law could 
” not do, in that it was weak through the 
„ fleſh *®, the Goſpel, © which is the power 
© of Gop unto ſalvation, could effect. The 
diſcovery of the amazing Grace of Gop in 
Irsus Cukistr laid a conſtraining influence 
514 upon 


i Rom. vili. 3. 
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upon the ſoul, which the brighteſt difplays of 


the beauty of Virtue, or the cleareſt convie- 


tionsof moral obligation, never could pr Fe 


Many have thought that the Apoſtle was 
dangerous guide, and needed the wiethen 


of his brother James; as well as all the fine 
comments which they have ſince invented ſor 
maintaining the honour of Religion, and ſe- 


_ curing the intereſts of Morality. But James, 


as well as Paul, if they were alive, would 


diſclaim the vain efforts of theſe reconcilers. 
St Paul was as zealous an advocate for true 
Holineſs as St James; and St James as true an 


advocate for Faith, and one who expected ſal- 
vation by Grace, as much as St Paul. They 


laid the ſame foundation, and built with the 


ſame materials. Jzsvs Cuklsr was their 


* chief corner- ſtone- . By Faith in him they 
expected * Juſtification to Life*; and they 
raiſed the ſuperſtructure of real Holineſs 
thereon. The * purification of the heart“, 


St Jomes as much aſcribed to the efficacy of 


Faith* as St Paul. But amidſt the cry which 
is made about the intereſts of Morality, what 
is become of the practice of it? Where is that 


to be found? 1am afraid the {elt-lceking, 
pleaſure- -Joving, honour-loving, money- 107 
ing 


* FP pheſ. ii. 20. * Acis xv. G—14, 
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ing converſation of our boaſted champions 
for Morality, will prove a bad comment upon 
their doctrine. The fine-ſpun reaſonings on 
the beauty, fitneſs, and intrinſic excellence 
of Virtue, look indeed pretty enough upon 
paper; but I cannot in the view of them help 
thinking of what was ſaid of the Maſk in the 
fable, O lepidum caput, ſed cerebrum non habet. 
Alas! The vain precepts of heathen Philoſo- 
phers, or the modern improvements of them 
under their chriſtian diſciples, are alike im- 
potent to reſtrain the power of a corrupted 
nature. They have no influence to produce 
what they enjoin: they leave us, juſt as they 
found us, admiring and tranſgreſſing them. 


Let us ſee then whether the Goſpel of 
Jesus hath not more amply provided for the 
honour of Gop, and the obedience of his 
people; and, with the richeſt Grace beſtowed, 
demands and produces the moſt exemplary 
converſation. © We are his workmanſhip, 
created in CuRIsT Jesus unto. good works, 
” which Gop hath before ordained that we 
# ſhould walk in them“. 


Theſe words afford us a view of the ſtate 
and conduct of every real Chriſtian. 
| I. The 
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J. The principle of his ſpiritual, life. . 
II. The power communicated to him to 
ce.nable him to walk and pleaſe, Gop; 
and, 
III. The way in which in heart and life 
| _he continually advances; nathely, the 
good works which Gop hath before 
* ordained that he ſhould walk in 
them *. 


I. The principle of all ſpiritual life is 
Cuklisr. Until we are joined to the Loxp, 
* the motions of ſin which are in our mem- 
bers do work to bring forth fruit unto 
„ death“. Our nature, with all the labour 


and pains which may be beſtowed on it, will 


never ceaſe to be a nature * dead in treſpaſſes 
and ſins . We muſt be quickned before we 
can live; and live before we can walk and 
pleaſe Gop. CuRls r is thisquickning ſpirit's, 
Spiritual life is a new creation in him: there- 
fore we are ſaid to be begotten, born again, 
* made partakers of a divine nature, one 
Spirit with the Loxp, members of his body, 
* of his fleſh, and of his bones'®, As really as 
in Adam we have died”, fo really“ in CurisT 


1.7: mut 
+ Rom. vii. 6. 5 Ephel. ii. 1. 5,1 Cor. xv. 45. 


7 2 Pet. i. 4. John iii. 3. 1 Cor. vi. 17. Epheſ. v. 30. 
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* muſt we be made alive *. Until we are ſo, 
it is impoſſible to do any good work: for * as 
the branch cannot bear fruit of itſelf except 
* it abide in the vine, no more can ye, except 
ye abide in me. There muſt be as real 
a union betwixt CHRISH and us, as between 
the members and the head, or between the 
root and the branches: Without CurisT we 
* can do nothing *. Until he dwell in us 
and we in him we cannot live unto Gop, no 
more than a limb can live ſeparate from the 
body, or a branch bear fruit when ſevered 
from the tree. This is Gop's work. In the 
ſecond creation we are as much his workman- 
ſhip, as matter was in the firſt. He muſt give 
the life he commands: I] paſſed by thee in 
thy blood, and ſaid unto thee, Live *. 
There 1s no more power in a natural man to 
do good works, than for*Ezeke''s dry bones“ 
to ariſe and ſtand upon their feet. God's 
Spirit muſt breathe ere we can live: this Spirit 
is in its fulneſs reſident in CHRIST. © He 
* quickneth whom he will *: He is at the 
* right hand of Gop exalted, to give repent- 
* ance unto his people. His firſt act of 


Grace 
©” 7 Dor. Tv. 22. 9 John xv. 4. 
10 John xv. 6. 11 Ezek. xvi. 6. 
12 Ezek. xxxvii. 3 John v. 21. 


14 Acts v. 31. 
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Grace towards us is his choice of us, then he 
draws us that we may follow him: That I 
may apprehend that for which I am alſo ap- 
* prehended in CHRISTH JESsus *. And in 
order hereunto his firſt work in us is the en- 
lightning our minds by his word to know 
him as our Redeemer and Saviour. He that 
cauſed the light to ſhine out of darkneſs “, 
doth as ſovereignly ſhine into us * to give us 
the light of the knowledge of his glory in 
” the face of Jesvs ChRISsT *. Faith then, 
the bond of union on our part, embraces the 
promiſes in him; for the divine truth, when 
accompanied with divine light, brings its own 
evidence along with it: We know and be- 
* heve the love that Gop hath unto us“. By 
this Faith we live, or rather, as the Apoſtle ex- 
preſſes it, CHRISFH liveth in us“: for he is our 
life: All our freſh ſprings are in him“. From 
hence ariſes a wonderful difference in our ſtate. 
We are paſſed from death unto life“. All 
our views, deſires, diſpoſitions, deſigns, are 
altered; and this will be confirmed by thoſe 
effects which naturally now flow from the 
new creation in CHRIST JESUS. | 


| This deſerves eſpecial notice. It is mens 
folly, that they are for attempting the prac- 
HARE tice 


15 Phil. iü. 12. 10 2 Cor. iv. 6. 
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tice without knowing the principle of Holineſs, 
Waſh the Ethiopiar's ſkin with all the water 
of the ſea, and you will ſee the black un- 
changed. It is his nature. So is corruption 
yours. It is deeper rooted than the tawny 


hue of the Ethiopian, or the ſpots of the Leo- | 


pard. Take this one Scripture: If any man 
be in CurrsT, he is a new creature“ *; 
and there your way is open. You muſt be 
created anew in him, and then your heart 
will have the true and genuine image. You 
will * put on the new man, which, after 
* Gop, is created in righteouſneſs and true 
4 holineſs . 


H. The Peer to put forth into act the 
life we receive, is derived from the ſame 
ſource. He not only prevents but follows 
us; © worketh in us that we may have a 
* good will, and worketh with us when we 
have the good will 9 * 


The peculiar office of the Holy Ghoſt'is 
ſaid by our Church to be © ſandtiffing the 
c elect people of Gp . And this he doth 
by. repreſenting to us in his Word the ci 

gaticus 


16: 4 Cor. v. 17. 17 Epheſ. iv. 24. 
is Article X. Catschim. 
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gatzons we lie under to obey, and communi- 
cating Power to enable us for obedience. 


1. The Holy Ghoſt repreſents to us in the 
Word the obligations we are under to walk 
and pleaſe Gop. He ſhews us how much 
we are in duty bound to do ſo: For we are 
” bought with a price, that we may glorify 
* Gop in our bodies and in our ſpirits which 
are Gos . He hath the moſt un- 
doubted right in and over us, who hath paid 
ſo dearly for us, as to give“ his own blood * 8 
to redeem us. 


This view of our ſtate moſt powerfully 
engages us to anſwer the end of his pur- 
chaſe, by * yielding ourſelves, body, ſoul 
* and ſpirit, a living facrifice to him, holy 
and acceptable, which is our reaſonable 
„ ſervice ** . Indeed, what can be fo rea- 
ſenable, and therefore ſo obligatory, as that 
* he who gave himſelf for us, that he might 
u redeem us from all iniquity, and purify 
to himſelf a peculiar people , ſhould 


ſee in us * the travail of his ſoul, and be fa- 
4. tified * 83 4 = ; & 


wings Tak 
0 Cor. vi. 20. Rom. xii. 1 
12 Titus 11. 14. SJ Iſat. 13. 14. I; 
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2. It not only appears fo reaſonable, but 
there is a © conſtraining power of love ſhed 
abroad in our hearts“, inclining us to and 
enabling us for the practice of the things 
which are excellent. The Holy Ghoſt in the 
Scripture ſo repreſents the love of CHRIS 
in his falvation to our hearts, that it con- 
ſtraineth us, curexei, carrieth us along with 
it as a mighty ſtream. For when this love is 
known and believed, its“ breadth and length 
and depth and height“, ever fixed upon our 
hearts, then we cannot but love Gop again 
and walk before him in all holy obedience. 
The influence of this principle of love to 
produce : holineſs in us is evident: it is itſeli 
* the fulfilling of the Law ***, But we can 


never reaſon ourſelves into this love. It is 
the office of the Spirit not only to ſet before 


us the. grounds of it in the character of a 
pardoning Gop, but to direct our hearts 


© into the love of Go . The Goſpel he- 


comes effectual, not merely by moral ſuaſion, 
but by divine operation. This power habt- 


tually is miniſtred to us from Cur1sT for the 
work of ſanctification. Out of his fulneſs 


a Fa | 
© we receive . Our works are begun, con- 
| inued 
24 Rom Xiii. 10. * 2 Thefl ut 3. 
0 John 1. 16. 
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tinued and ended in him. CnR1sT (in whoſe 
hands the miniſtration of the Spirit is lodged) 
as the life of our ſouls, communicates to us 


' light and love; and theſe diſpoſe us to and 


enable us for the practice of righteouſneſs 
and true holineſs *. 


I would wiſh you never to loſe ſight of this 
ſource of our obedience. All-our holineſs is 
derived from above. If we ſee not this, our 
miſtake will be endleſs ; and our labour after 
holineſs only the more eſtrange us from it. 
We {ſhall be building a Babel to confound 
ourſelves: and if hereafter we ſhould be 
undeceived, ſhall have our work not only to 


begin, but our wall built with re 
mortar to pull down alſo. 


Which brings me, 


III. To conſider that practice of true Ho- 
Imeſs, which the ſoul * created in CHRIST 
* JESUS is ordained to walk 1 


Holineſs is the conformity of the heart 
* to Gop.” It is having our will like Gop's 
will, and our ways directed by the rule of 
our duty. It is the anſwer of that empha- 
tical. petition, 4 Thy will be done on earth, 


SS 248 
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as it is in heaven *. As the proof of it 


goes through every the minuteſt action of 


our lives, the time would fail me to enume- 
rate all the particulars wherein in heart and 
lite it appears; in all holy deſires and diſ- 
poſitions towards Gop, and in thoſe works 


of righteouſneſs which are good and pro- 
* fitable unto men *. But it will be neceſſary 
to, ſet beſore you ſome of its moſt ſtriking 
parts, and beg you - to > Judge yourſelves 
thereby. 


Let me only obſerve in what followeth, 
I would not be underſtood to affirm, that 
every true believer hath this ſtate of perfect 
conformity unto Gop. I will not ſay, that 
any ever did on earth attain to © be perfect as 
our Father which is in heaven is pertect *. 
But this I may venture to aſſert, that where- 
ever a ſoul doth not watch, and labour, and 
pray, and“ preſs towards the mark, to be 
* holy as Gop is holy, in all manner of 
„ converſation ***, he can have very little 
reaſon to imagine himſelf one with CuRIST, 
or a real partaker in the bleſings of the 
Goſpel, 


Q The 


27 Matt. vi. 10. b 2 Pot. 3.19% 
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The following inſtances of a right ſpirit 
will, wherever they are found, be gracious 
evidences that you are not Chriſtians * in 
* word and in tongue, but in deed and in 
* truth. For if you are ſuch, 


(1.) You will have a hearty approbation 
of the holy Law of Gon, Though it cannot 
be a covenant of life to you, it ceaſes not 
to be a Rule of Obcdience, and you will ac- 
knowledge it to be- holy and juſt and good *, 
however contrary to your carnal mind, and 
the law of your members which warreth. 
a againſt it“ *. Far therefore from eſteem- 
ing its prohibitions arbitrary, its commands 
ſevere, or its ſanctions rigorous, you will 
ſay with the Pſalmiſt, * I eſteem all thy ꝓre- 
* cepts concerning all things to be right 7 75 
And this view will make you * delight in the 

„Law of God aſter the inner man , ſo as 
to count it your greateſt joy could you wholly 
be conformed to its blefled precepts. Your 
language will be, O that my ways were 
„made ſo direct, that I might keep thy 
4 ” ſtatutes TR | 

( 2.) You 
3 Rom. vii. 23. 3% Pfal. cxix. 128, | 
37 Rom, vii. 22. 32 Pal. cxix. 5. 
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(2) You will have a ſingle eye to pleaſe 
Gop in all you do. This ſhews there is 
written upon your heart, Holineſs unto the 
*Loxp®”. If you are CurisT's, you will 
have the“ ſimplicity which is in CR IST *. 
An eye directed ſtraight forwards, and exa- 
mining,“ what will the Log have me to do“? 
A ſincere deſire to pleaſe him in all things: a 
conſtant regard to the prints of his feet, and 
a purpoſe of ſoul to follow him in the narrow 
path of ſtrict univerſal obedience. For he 
» that faith he abideth in him, muſt himſelf 
„* walk as CuR1sT alſo walked . And where 
this 1s the caſe, you will find a daily increaſing 
victory over the world; and a growing pur- 
poſe never to turn to the right hand or to the 
left after any of the golden baits, which Plea- 
fare, Gain or Honour may ſtrew around you, 
in order to catch your eye and enſnare your 
heart. And hereby you © will keep a con- 
* ſcience void of offence towards Gop and to- 
* wards man“; at leaſt it will be your daily 
ſtudy to do ſo. In order to which you can 
allow yourſelf in the commiſſion of no 
known ſin, or the omiſſion of any known 
duty, but inquiring what 1s that good and 


Q 2 perfect 


hs 
* 


35 ; John ii. 6. * Ads xxiv. 16. 


_ 
—_ — — — — - 
. 


—j— ̃ L—— . — —— — * 
— 9 — * * . - — — — 
* 


223 Onthe Nature of true Holineſs. Serm.10. 


* perfect and acceptable will of Gop*®'®; you 
will be not only © a hearer, but a doer of it“. 
You will be able to appeal to the heart- 
ſearching God, that * his Law 1s your de- 
„light *. You will have confidence to- 
wards him, in the conſciouſneſs of an un- 
feigned intention to pleaſe him ; and it will 
give you habitual ſatisfiedneſs that your ſoul 
is right with him, whilſt you can thus ſay, 
* Search me, O Lok, and try the ground 
* of my heart; prove me and examine my 
* thoughts: look well if there be any way of 
* wickedneſs in me; and lead me 1n the way 
„ everlaſting *. Vea it will be the very“ joy 
and rejoicing of your heart“ to be aſſured, 
* that in ſimplicity and godly ſincerity, not 
with fleſhly wiſdom, but by the grace of Gop 
you have your converſation in the world. 


(3.) If Holineſs be in your heart, then 
you will feel with a moſt tender ſenſibility the 
leaſt thing which would grieve Gop's holy 
Spirit in you. Your conſcience will be as 
the apple of your eye. Have you never felt 
the acute pain that but a particle of duſt 


occaſions, when irritating the coats of that 
tender 


35 Rom, xii. 2. 5 James}. 25. 
37 Pfal. cxix. 70. 3% Pſal. cxxxix. 23, 24. 
59 2 Cor. 1. 12. 
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tender organ, and obſerved the carefulneſs 


you uſed to prevent ſuch an accident, or your 
ſolicitude to remove it? Such is the ſenſibi- 


lity in the ſoul of a believer with regard to 


ſin: the eye of his ſpiritual mind cannot 
ſuffer beams there; it muſt deſtroy his faculty 
of viſion ſoon : no outward notorious fins can 
poſſibly be indulged. If a © preſumptuous fin 


ever gets dominion over him“, it darkens 


* all his hopes towards Gop, and its dire ef- 
fects within are too ſadly evident. It uſually 
for the time blinds the eyes and hardens the 
heart: but a mote will be grievous to the holy 
ſoul. He counts nothing little which 1s of- 
fenſive to the pure * eyes of that Gop with 
* whom he hath to do*, Hence the very 
thoughts of his heart are under reſtraint. A 
ſudden evil imagination afflicts him: * If, ſays 
he, I regard iniquity within, ſhall not Gop 
* ſearch it out? For he knoweth the very ſe- 
 crets of the heart *. He fain would keep 
himſelf pure in heart, and have * a houſe 
* {wept and garmfihed ® continually to wel- 
come the divine inhabitant of his ſoul, 


(4.) This will make you, if you are true- 
hearted, very careful to“ abſtain from all 
* Bk approaches 


0 Pal. zliy. 21. 
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* approaches to evil“. Can a man take 
* fire in his boſom and his clothes not be 
„ burned © ®? No more may you preſume 
to put yourſelf into the way of temptation. 
The vices themſelves may thock you, when 
the ſteps which lead to them appear inno- 
cent. It is often ſaid, © What harm can there 
be in this?” When, in fact, all the harm 
which uſually overwhelms us comes from 
ſmall and unperceived beginnings. * The 
beginning of {in is as the breaking aut of 
5 water ** *, It once a ſmall breach is made, 
every drop which paſſes through widens it. 
The innocent Amuſements, as they are called, the 
neceſſary Buſineſs of the world, and cuflomary 
Civilitics of it, ſeem very allowable, nay laud- 
able; and yet I may venture to affirm, that 
more ſouls periſh by what appears to be law- 
ful, than by what 1s acknowledged to be vi- 
cious. If you would be pure in heart there- 
fore, the pleaſures of ſenſe, however in- 
nocent; the things of the world, however 
necdful; and the reſpect of it, however de- 
ſirable, muſt be regarded with a jealous eye. 

Ve may not“ go out of the world“; but we 
an be ſcarcely too ſparing of the pleaſures of 

| | it; ; 


4! 1 Theſſ v. 22. 5 Prov. vi. 27. 
+3 Prov, xvil. 14. | 
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it; too careful over the engagements of it; 
and too much weaned from its regards. We 


muſt be * in the world“; but the believing 
ſoul will not be © of the world ©, 


(5.) Where true Holineſs 1s in the heart, 
there will be an abiding deſire after its in- 
creaſe and perfection. Wherever a ſoul be- 
gins truly to love Gop, he will deſire to love 
him more; and as he advances, his long- 
ings increaſe, A heart united to Jxsvs never 
thinks he can love him too much, or ſerve 
him too well: but he pants after higher 
degrees day by day; forgetting the things 
* which are behind, and reaching forward to 
* thoſe that are before *. It is true, that 
* through the frailty of our nature we can- 
% not always ſtand upright;” © we know but 
„in part“ *; we love but in part; we obey 
but in part; but this our ſtate of imper- 
fection is our grief. We would be like Gop. 
We would be no longer ungrateful to him. 
We would be * holy as he 1s holy m all 
manner of converſation *. This is the 
ſpring of all thoſe ardent prayers, that jealous 
ſelf- examination, that deſire of reproof, that 
ſerious inquiry into Gop's mind and will, 


24 which 
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which is the Chriſtian's daily walk. And ſo 
doing he doth * increaſe with the 1 INC eaſe of 
* God, going on unto perfection“ *, 


(6. ) The ſoul renewed in Holineſs aſpires 
after its abſolute and intire completion in 
heaven. Heaven is the place of Holineſs : it 
is the eſience of that happy ſtate, that there 
all * that is in part is done away, and that 
which is perfect is come“ . We therefore 
© that are in this tabernacle do groan car- 
* neſtly, defiring to be abſent from the body, 
* that we may be preſent with the Loxp ** 

* For then ſceing him as he is, we fhall bo 
„ like him“ ©, The man after Gop's own 
heart ſhews how he was, and we ought to 
be affected: * My ſoul is athirſt for Gop, 
* yea, even for the living Gop ; when ſhall I 
come to appear in the preſence of Gop ***? 
The chaſed roe, panting before its purſuers, 
and parched with heat and thirſt, longed not 
more for the cooling ſtream, than his foul 
longed for this bleſſed Rate of happineſs. All 
bc Hides was little in his eye; his crown, his 
victories, his wealth, his fame, his honours, 
vere trifles compared to this; he was content 

to 


46 Coloſſ. ii. 19. 47 1 Cor. xiii. 10. 
45 2 Cor. v. 4, 5, 6. 49 1 John iii. 2. 
59” Piai. xlu. 2. | 
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to part with them; he found no ſatisfaction 
in them ; they were not his portion ; one 
mighty longing filled his ſoul; and it was 
this, to“ awake up in the fulneſs of Gop's 
* likeneſs, and then he knew he ſhould be 
* ſatisfied with it“ *. 


Happy will it be for you, brethren, if ſuch 
as I have deſcribed be the temper of your ſoul. 
You may then be aſſured you are alive to 
Gop ; or in the language of St Paul, ® you 
live, yet not you, but CuRIST liveth in 
* you **®, This is true Holineſs, and as diſ- 
tinct from all the daubings of Phariſaical 
outſide or hypocritical deluſion, as the ge- 
nuine brilliant differs from imitative paſte. 
Theſe are the works which © Gop hath before 
* ordained that we ſhould walk in them“. 


I would conclude at preſent with theſe two 
cautions. 


1- Beware of miſtaking mere external 
Works for true Holineſs. Holineſs 1s ſeated 
in the heart; every act receives its goodneſs 
from the principle from which it flows, and 
the end to which it is directed. The exter- 
nal works of the generally eſteemed devout, 


decent 
S2 Pal, xvli. 1 8. 32 Gal. 11, 20. 
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decent and charitable, are uſually as far from 
being acts of real Holineſs as any of the works 
of the openly children of diſobedience : they 
proceed from as unrenewed hearts, from as 
unchriſtian tempers, and are directed to as 
unſanctified ends. 


| You may attend your church twice on a 
Sunday. You may go on week-days too. You 
may frequent the Sacrament. You may fay 
Prayers in your houſe and alone. You may 
read the Pſalms and Leſſons for the day. 
You may be * no extortioner or unjuſt “. 
You. may be in many things unlike other 
men; neither given to ſwear, nor drink, nor 
lewdneſs, nor extravagance. Vou may be 
a tender parent, a careful maſter, and what 
the world calls an honeſt man: yea, you 
may withal be very liberal to the poor ; be 
regarded in the world as a pattern of piety 
and charity, and reſpected as one of the 40% 
ſort of people in it; and yet, with all this, 
be the very character which, though highly 
* eſteemed among men, 1s an abomination 
jn the ſight of Gop ** ®, 


For if you have never ſeen your“ deſpe- 
"rately wicked heart“, been united to CRI 


by 


Luke xvi. 18 
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by Faith, and received from him newneſs of 
life; if you know not experimentally what is 
meant by * fellowſhip with the Father and his 
„Son JESUS CHRIST * ; if your devotion hath 
not been inſpired “ by Faith which worketh 
by love®; if your worſhip hath not been in 
Spirit and in truth“; from a real ſenſe of 
your wants, and an earneſt deſire and expec- 
tation of receiving from him“ in whom all 
#* fulneſs dwells” : if this hath not been your 
caſe, your devotions have been unmeaning 
ceremony ; your book not your heart hath 
ſpoken ; and the tinkling cymbal of ſound, 
not the fervent effectual deſire of prayer, 
hath come from your lips. Bring no more 
7 vain oblations ** . Though you ſhould 
thus read and kneel, and pray all the days of 
your life, you will never have offered one ſpi- 
ritual ſervice. Theſe your very attendances 
on forms and ordinances are your deluſion 

and condemnation. 


Your decent conduct proceeds not from a 
ſenſe of the love of Gor which is in Jzsus 
# CHRIST our Lox D*. You have never felt 
any thing of its conſtraining influence ; nor 
have you a heart really hating iniquity as 

| ſuch, 


27 Iſai. i. 137 * 
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ſuch. But open vices may be inconvenient 
to you, may blaſt your reputation, affect 
your buſineſs, or hurt your pride, (for pride 
is at the bottom of all ſelf-made holineſs) 
and therefore you abſtain from them. While 
theſe two things you do, you love this pre- 
ſent world, deſire its eſteem, its zain or its 
gratifications : and you hate the image of 
Gop in the children of his grace, You diſ- 
like their ſelf- denied conduct: you cannot 
bear the light of their holy lives; you are 
provoked when they would unſettle you from 
your falſe bottom of formality. You think 
you are good enough already, You ſeem to 
fear being over-r:ghteous more than the“ blaſ- 
* phemy againſt the HoLy GnosT *. And 
if this be fo, believe it, you are an utter 
ſtranger to vital godlineſs. Your heart is un- 
humbled and unholy ; and all your orna- 
mental ſhew 1s but gilding the coffin of a 
corps, or whiting your ſepulchre. © You 
% muſt be born again?, if you would bring 
forth fruit unto Gop . 


Nor think that you are charitable, if the 
love of Jesvs and his brethren be not purely 
the motive of your gifts. A naturally gene- 

4 rous 


5 John ili. 7. 
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rous heart, a tenderneſs of conſtitution, a 
deſire of being thought well of, or rather the 
fear of being thought niggardly, may draw 
from you a pittance of your ſtore, or ſome 
more conſiderable benefaction in your life; 
or at your death may be diſpenſed as you 
hope * to cover the multitude of fins * *. But 
15 this charity? Alas! you might not only 
give your ſuperfluities, but © beſtow all your 
* goods to feed the poor“, you might even 
* give your body to be burned for them ©; 
and yet be utterly deſtitute of charity. If 
ſelf-ſeeking, ſelf- pleaſing, or ſelf- ends guide 
you, (and guide you they muſt, until * the 
* love of Gop be by the HoLy Gos ſhed 
„abroad in your heart.) Though yon 
had defrauded others of the money you have 
given, you had not more effectually tranſ- 
greſſed againſt the law of love. 


Let every ſoul look well within. It is eaſy 
to be deceived; thouſands are ſo. The form 
of godlineſs“ many hold; * the power of it 
few. Be ye of thoſe few. 


2. As far removed from real Holineſs are 
they who have only learnt right notions of 
| Religion, 


See the note in the fifch Sermon, page 104. 
1 Cor, li. z. 37 Rom. v. 5. 
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Religion, but whoſe hearts have not yet been 
influenced by them. It 1s a very common 
caſe this. By education we may have had 
true principles inſtilled into our underſtand- 
ings: or afterwards by our connections, ac- 
quaintance and attachment to thoſe who 
profeſs. godlineſs, we may have learnt their 
mode of ſpeaking, and adopted their ſenti- 
ments; and this too from a ſpeculative con- 
viction of the truth. Hence we may run to 
hear the Goſpel, contend for the Miniſters 
of it, know how duties ſhould be performed, 
diſcover the vanity of formality, be ready to 
rebuke the Phariſee, yea have a zeal for the 
truth, even to ſuffer for it perſecution and 
lofs. And all this may be accompanied 
with the appearance of ſpirituality, with 
fervors of devotion, a readineſs to pray with 
others, and various gifts of knowledge and 
utterance. Withal, the conduct may be re- 
formed, outwardly irreproachable ; and yet 
the heart be neither truly for nor with Gop. 
Yea farther, it is certainly more than poſſible 
even to have been the means of ſaving others 
ſouls and to loſe our own : and after all, to 
be only near the kingdom of Gop and never 
enter into i © almoſt but not altogether 
s Chriſtians . | 

A We 
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We may not have hated ſin as ſin, and 


becauſe Gop hates it; nor loved holineſs as 
holineſs, and becauſe Gop delights in it: 


our views may have been merely to our own. 


advantage, to avoid hell or to gain heaven; 
( views right enough in their proper place ) 
whilſt at the bottom of our hearts we have 
not been actuated by a deſire of Gop's glory; 
influenced by virtue derived from the living 
head; nor been conſtrained in the beginning, 
continuance and end of our conduct, by the 
real experience of our Saviour's love. 


Self-deceit is deeply rooted in our hearts. 
We cannot be too jealous over them. The 
moſt holy will be the moſt inquiſitive; moſt 


careful to fix their eye * on Jesvs the author 


5 and finiſher of his ſalvation“ in them; and 
then to be bringing forth © thoſe works of 
© faith and labours of love“ which He will 


remember in the day of his appearance and 


glory. 
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For the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodneſs 


and righteouſne(s, 


* HEN we were infants, we were 
* * by 5 admitted into the fa- 
* N mily of GoD; we were received 
into the boſom of the Church; and 

were regarded as diſciples of the religion of 
JEsus. We then partook of the ſeals of the 
covenant, and engaged by the mouths of our 
ſponſors, as ſoon as we came to years of diſ- 
cretion, © to walk worthy of our high voca- 
te tion and calling.” It was prayed for us, 
ce that all carnal affections might die in us; 
« and that all things belonging to the Spirit 
* might live and grow in us.“ The contt- 
R nued 

Baptiſmal Service. 
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nued aſſiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt was im- 
plored to enable us to be faithful to the vows 
we had made; and we were ſolemnly admo- 
niſhed to remember our promiſe and profeſ- 
ſion, which was to *© follow the example of 
© our Saviour CuRIsT, and to be made like 
e unto him*.” As we come to years of diſ- 
cretion, it becomes us ſeriouſly to examine, 
whether we are walking according to- theſe 
engagements ; fince 1t 1s on this depends the 
final accompliſhment of the promiſes then on 

Gop's part made to us. Elſe if we break 
our vows, ® our circumciſion becomes uncir- 
” cnmciſion®; our Baptiſm can profit us no- 
thing, we ſhall continue, as we were born, 
* children of wrath **, and inherit the curſe 
inſtead of the bleſſing. Here then 1s the 
queſtion ; Am I now a child of Gop? and 
it is reſolvable by another, Am J led by the 
* Spirit of Gop? For as many as are led by 
* the Spirit of God, they are the fons of 
” Gop ©”. And theſe leadings are evident 
by the fruits. The fruit of the Spirit is in 
all goodneſs and righteouſneſs”. If this be 
our ſtate, well; elſe we are like the ingrafted 
branch which never incorporated with the 


tree, 


2 Baptiſmal Exhortation. 3 Epheſ. ii. 3. 
+ Rom. viii. 14. 1 
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tree, dried up and withered; whoſe only 
* uſe is to be gathered and caſt into the fire 
and burned * *. 


Let every man try what ſpirit he is of. 
© Many falſe ſpirits are gone forth into the 
„ world*”, There is a fallen ſpirit, boaſting 
of 1ts-virtues, which 15 * enmity againſt Gopꝰ. 
There is * a ſpirit of the world's, well re- 
ceived and generally well ipoken of, which is 
contrary to CaRIsT. And there is a ſpirit of 
darkneſs, who aſſumes © the garb of hght* *, 
and fathers his impoſitions on thoſe © who 
„ have no pleaſure in the truth, but have 
# pleaſure. in unrighteouſneſs **. Hence, 
ſome have pretended to the guidance of the 
Spirit of Gop, whole lives were * earthly; 
* ſenſual, deviliſh “; and others, whilſt they 
have boaſted of extraordinary impulſes and 
communications, have deparied from their 
profeſſion, and * ended in the fleſn. We muſt 
try the ſpirits whether-they are of Gop 7 
By their fruits ye hall know them. The 
fruits of the Spirit are theſe, love. joy, 
1 peace, long-ſuffering, gentleneſs, goodneſs, 


R 2 faith, 
5 John xv 6. 6 1 John iv. 1. 
? Rom. viii. 7. 1 Cor ii. 12. 
» 2 Cor. xi. 14. t 
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faith, meekneſs, temperance''”. Theſe none 
but Gop's Spirit ever did or can produce: 
theſe, wherever they are, radically overturn 
the powers of darkneſs, and bring with them 
the full evidence of their divine origin.“ This 
* hath Gop done. 


We will examine theſe fruits a little diſ- 
tinctly, for in them goodneſs and righteouſ- 
nels conſiſt. 


1. Love. The firſt and great command- 
* ment of the Law is, The love of Gor *; 
„and the next and like unto it is, To love 
our neighbour as ourſelves ** *: both theſe 
manifeſt themſelves to be in the 3 44 of the 
children of Go D. Love appears in the re- 
gards ſhewn to the object on which it fixes. 
Theſe are cem of, defire after, delight in and 
conformity with it. In the real Chriſtian zheſe 
are ſupremely fixed * on Gop in CHRIST“. 
His eſteem of Gop will be moſt exalted and 
reverential : © Whom have I in heaven but 
* thee®? His de/ires after him ardent, © There 
is nothing upon earth I deſire in compa- 
* rifon with thee . This is daily mani- 


feſted 


13 Gal. v. 21, 22, 23. 14 Pfal, Ixiv. q. 
Matt. xxii. 37. 15 Matt xxu. 39. 
7 Pfal. Ixxiii, 25. | 
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feſted by his diligence to maintain commu- 
nion with him in Prayer, Meditation, the Word 
and Sacraments. His delight in Gop is above 
all things elſe his chief joy. My foul ſhall 
be joyful in the Lorp ©: yea I will greatly 
„ rejoice in the LORD ; my ſoul ſhall be 
* joyful in my Gop *®”. His conformity to 
him is wnzverſal and daily increaſes; whilſt in 
every good word and work it is his labour 
* to grow up into him in all things, who is 
* the head, even CuRIsT ©. Doth this 
character ſuit you? Thus the Spirit works 
in every believer. And to his neighbour the 
ſame Spirit begets /ove unfeigned ; evident in 
the kindeſt expreſſions of it towards his ſoul 
and body. Rejoicing with thoſe that rejoice, 
and weeping with thoſe that weep **; ready 
* to diſtribute, willing to communicate ** to 
the neceſſities of the indigent ” : conſulting 
all their wants and ſceking to relieve them; 
and by inſtruction, admonition, reproof, con- 
ſolation, chiefly diligent to advance their moſt 
important intereſt, that of their immortal 
ſouls. This 1s Love. 


R 3 But 
15 Pſal. xxxv. 9. 19 Iſai. Ixi. 10. 
2 Ephel. iv. 15. * Kom, Xii. 15, 


EE 1 Tim. vi. 18. 
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But can no man be under the guidance of 
God's Spirit, who habitually affects other 
things more than Gop in CugIiSsrH, and who. 
ſeeks not to walk in the exerciſe of fervent 
CHAIN» ? Certainly no. CauRt>T faith, © He. 
© that loveth any thing more than me is not 
* worthy of me *. And we are commanded 
to be always ready, if need be, to lay down 
even our lives tor ihe brethren**®. So that 
the matter comes to a ſhort iſſue. What 
hath Gop's word determined? But who doth 
thus love Gor and his brother? Is not this 
reducing the children of Gop within a very 
narrow compass? True. But it reduces 
them only to the ſcripture declarations. No- 
minally 8 children of Gop are numerous 
enougr, l ache 0 are few. Be aſſured if a 


man e not ſpirit of Love, he belongs 
not to CHRIST. 


# * They, have very nuſtaken notions, 
of the Goſpel, who think the religion of it a 
aden, ſervice. It is found to be eſect 
 treedgim from every {laviſh and diſtreſſing fear, 
by ſuch as enter into the true ſpirit of it. 
Other joys are vain or wicked or tranſitory : 
yea all the joys of earth and ſenſe, when 


{ought 
23 Matt. x. 5 


7. 24 1 John iii. 16. 
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ſought as a portion, quickly change into 
ceaſeleſs and remedileſs ſorrows; but the fruit 
of righteouſneſs is true joy. It is a“ joy in 
” the HoLy Gnosr *. It flows immediately 
from the fountain of all bleſſing. It is an 
holy joy, tending to promote the purity of 
cur ſouls: yea it is a joy“ unſpeakable and 
* full of glory *. Wen rejoice in the Loxp, 
for he is become our ſalvation?ꝰ *. In our- 
ſelves, whilit proving our own work, we lee 
the evident effects of divine agency in every 
preſent ſtate: For all things work together 
? for good to us“: in every future proſpect; 
® Rejoicing in hope of the glory of Gop ** *. 
What a joy is this? ſubject to none of the 
interruptions of other joys, but poſſeſſed in- 
dependent of the world. A joy that even in 
offiflions, in temptations, in forrows, in re— 
pi oaches , burns with an unextinguiſhed 
flame. 


Nor muſt I omit the peculiarity of it as it 
regards our brethren. Their proſperity brings 
in freſh fuel to it, as *one member of the body 
ſhares in the honour pur on another . 


R 4 The 
pet 1. $. 26 Ia, xii. 2. 
27 Rom. viii. 28. 2 Rom: v. 2. 
. 29 2 Cor. vii. 4. James i. 2. 2 Cor. vi. 19 Ads v. 41. 
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The envious, ſelfiſn diſpoſitions of the natu- 
ral mind are mortified, and we regard their 
happineſs as our own. Thus joy abounds, 
and ſtill the Comforter enlarges the meaſure 
of it by increaſing the grounds of it. 


3. Peace, It is the Spirit's work to * create 
* peace®, And this he doth by © ſhining into 
our hearts through the word, to give us the 
light of the knowledge of the glory of Gop 
in the face of Jesus CHRIST Ne teſti- 
lies of CuRIST, bri ings home the record to 
our ſouls, that Gop in him is reconciled, and 
gives us peace in believing ** ©; paying us, 
as it were, the legacy our dying Maſter left 
us. Peace I leave with you, my peace I 
" give unto ou: This © Peace paſſeth all 
© underſtanding **” ; and the poſſeſſion of it 
keeps our ſouls ſerene amidſt all the changes 
of this mortal life. Thus entered into © that 
kingdom which is righteouſneſs and peace 
the mild diſpoſitions of the Prince of Peace 
appear in our conduct. Peace 1s our labour 
here upon earth; yea, though we often dwell 
with thoſe © who, when we ſpeak for peace, 
make them ready to battle. We would 

115% maintain 
Cor. iv. 6. 3% Rom. xv. 13. 


33 john xiv. 27, 34 Phil. iv. 7. 
55 Rom. xiv. 17. 36 Pal. cxx. 7. 
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maintain it with the whole world, by avoid- 
ing every occaſion of diſpute, © giving no 
* offence in any thing *”; as far as heth in 


„us, living peaceably with all men *: re- 


ceding in many inſtances from our right, 
rather than break this bond. of unity, and 
often quictly ſuffering rather than ſeek a li- 
tigious redreſs, We would reſtore it where 
loſt, by being the firſt to ſeek reconciliation 
by reumting thoſe who are at enmity ; by 
„ ſpeaking thoſe ſoft words which turn away 
„ Wrath“; by every kind office which can 
{weeten the hearts imbittered with variance. 
Thus the Holy Ghoſt leads. What a dif- 
ferent Spirit from that which is in the world? 
There Hatred, Variance, Strife, Emulation 
reign; and Slander, Detraction and Malice 
caſt about the firebrands of Diſſenſion, ſeek- 
ing to“ ſeparate very friends“. Return, O 
Prince of Peace, return. Diffuſe this gra- 
cious Spirit in the midſt of us; teach us to 
copy thy good-will towards men. 


4. Ling-ſuffering. A gracious fruit of righ- 
teouſneſs. It is the very character of Gop. 
It is a part of the divine nature. Where 7 
dwells, there Gop's Spirit dwells. And how 

greatly 


1 Cor. A. 32. 33 Rom. X11. 18, 
39 Prov. xv. 1. 
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greatly thall we need to exerciſe it? * In the 
* world we ſhall have tribulation**®. It can- 
not be otherwiſe, whilſt here we dwell among 
lions; among men, whoſe lips are ſet on 
* fire, whoſe teeth are ſpears and arrows, 
and their tongue a ſharp ſword “. Inju— 
ries, unkindneſs and provocation will daily 
beſet us. Our nature on this would {well 


and rage, returning evil for evil, and rail- 


* ing for railing *. But the ſoul tauglit of 
Gop hath learnt a different leſſon; * to: ycar- 
© ing one another, and forgiving one another, 
"as Go for Cn RIS T's fake hath forgiven 
„us: and this * not until ſeven times, but 
8 until ſeventy times ſeven ©”. It is true, 
we ſhall find a corrupted heart riſing up and 
ſaying, Do I not well to be angry *? But 
we ſhall be enabled to ſuppreſs theſe perverſe 
„ motions of ſin in our members“; and ſet a 
guard, not only on the words of our tongue, 
or the features of our countenance, but on 
the very thoughts of our heart; that ſo, not 
„only evil ſpeaking, but all inward bitterneſs 
* and anger and wrath may be put away 
„from us, as becometh ſaints ** . If we 
meet with ill uſage from men without, we 


ſhall 
John xvi. 33. 41 Palm lvii. 4. 
* Epheſ iv. 32. +3 Matt. xviii. 22. 
44 Epheſ. iv. 3i.—v. 3. 
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ſhall forgive, pity and pray for them. We 
ſhall not ſo much as wiſh their hurt. We 
ſhall remember, © Vengeance is mine; I wlll 
* repay, faith the Loxp ©, If we are croſſed 
at home; (and in our own families uſually 
lies the chief exerciſe of our long- ſuffering) 
if we find thoſe who are under us perverſe, 
ſelf-willed, ſtubborn, undutiful; or thoſe ſet 
over u 1mperious, haughty, and capriciouſly 
out ©: humour; we ſhall ſeek to overcome 
the one by patience, forbearance and kind- 
nef: towards them; and the other, by that 
 \>}Ging which pacificth wrath“ “; by that 
{-nuffivenets, that filence, which extin- 
guiſnes the coals of anger. Fathers, pro- 
le not your children to wrath“; ſervants 
obey your maſters, not anſwering again“ ; 
are thie exprels marks St Faul inſtances of the 
excitite of this bleſſed temper. To walk 
thes will ſhew that we have © received the 
Grace ot Gp in truth *, and drank into 
his Spirit, ho endured ſuch contradiction 
of finners againſt himſelf ®, yet opened not 
7 his mouth *, except in pity and prayer for 
his murderers. Need I remark how little 

this 

45 Rom. xii. 19. 46 Eceleſ. x. 4. 


47 Ephel. vi. 4. Titus ii. 9, 
49 Heb. Xii. 3. 


: 
: 
' 
} 
g 
f 
| 
* 


252 The Fruits of the Spirit, Serm. 11. 
this ſpirit is ſeen in the world, where Rage, 


Impatience and Selt-will diſturb the rep 
and raiſe perpetual ſtorms: 75 


But are none who pretend to I know not 
what goodneſs and the Spirit, as impatient 
and fretful as thoſe whom they phariſaically 
{tile their carnal neighbours? Perhaps they are. 
But their calling themſelves Chriſtians will 
not prove them to be ſuch; if they have not 
the ſpirit of long- ſuffering, they are not of 
CurisT. Their profeſſions are but deluſions, 


and their hope © the hope of the hypocrite 
# which periſheth ** *. 


5. Meckneſs, gentleneſs ; theſe are parts of 
righteouſneſs nearly allied. If they be con- 
fidered ſeparately, Meekneſs may intimate the 
temper, and Genileneſ the expreſſion of it 
in the conduct. This was what the bleſſed 
Jssvs recommended ſo ſtrongly to his diſ- 
ciples imitation, * Learn of me, for I am 
* meek and lowly of heart*'; and all who are 
© his ſheep hear his voice, and follow him ***; 
and where the temper is thus kind and ſof- 
tened, gentleneſs will ſpeak in every word 

and 


so Tob viii. 13. 5! Matt. xi. 29. 
52 John x. 27. 
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and action. No bitterneſs, or clamour, or 
fierce diſputes will be in our lips, the law of 
kindneſs will dwell there; and words, ſoft as 
deſcending ſnows, drop from the good trea- 
ſure of the heart. And in the life it will be 
ſeen; not in the ceremonious compliments 
of the lip and knee, not in the mere ſounding 
profeſſions of reſpect, not in the falſe civili- 
ties, which have no meaning or a bad one; 
but in the ingenuous openneſs of the coun- 
tenance; the ſimplicity and ſincerity of the 
conduct; and the unaffected benevolence to- 
wards thoſe who we know diflike and injure 
us. And at home eſpecially it will make us 
kind and courtcous to all about us, tender 
over them, aſſiduous to ſerve them, and pleaſed 
with the taſk. I know no part of a Chriſ- 
tian's conduct which makes him appear more 
amiable than the exerciſe of theſe graces, and 
which ſo effectually diſarms the malice of 
* thoſe who cruelly, diſdainfully and deſpite- 
fully ſpeak againſt him. Nor is the ab- 
ſence of this ſpirit but among the fad proofs 
of an unrenewed heart; and to be a lion in 
our houſe, and frantic among our ſervants, 
is as much an evidence of ſin's dominion, as 
to ſwear or lie. 

6. Goodnefs, 


$3 Pſal, xxxi. 13. 
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6. Goodneſs. To this word many ay; pre= 
tenſions, but its meaning few underſtand and 
fewer practiſe. Were you to hear a man of 
this world deſcribe the character of Geodneſs, 
he would repreſent it as conſiſting in taking 
care of what is called the main chance ; ad- 
vancing ſomewhat in the world ; paying every 
man his due; doing no harm; and being an 
honeſt man. And ſo good he flatters himſelf 
he is. Again, The goodneſs of phariſaical for- 
mality conſiſts in an exterior of decency, de- 
votion and charity. The regular appearance 
at church, or the daily ſervice at home, with 
ſomething beſtowed to the relief of the ne- 
ceſſitous, afford a righteouſneſs, which, from 
the concurring teſtimony of the world, it 
would ſeem almoſt preſumption to queſtion. 
But I have before laboured to expole the folly 
of theſe pretences. The hone/ty of the world- 
ling, and the forms of the devotee, have juſt 
as much genuine goodneſs in them, as the love 
of the world hath of heavenly-mindedneſs, 
and ignorance and pride of humility and 
ſpiritual underſtanding. But there is a real 
goodneſs which the Spirit of Gop works in the 
heart, which it becomes cach foul to prove 
in himſelf, A goodneſs, not wrought by and 

: out 
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out of ourſelves; (for“ in us, that is, in our 
* fleſh, dwelleth no good thing ***;) but the 
emanation of that divine nature of which, 
through the HoLy Guosr, we have been 
made partakers. It conſifts in * the appro- 
< bation and conformity of the heart to that 
© law of Gop which is holy and juſt and 
© good. It appears in an uniform prac- 
tice of ® whatſoever things are excellent and 
of good report”; it makes us patterns of ſelf - 
denial, ſpirituality, and cloſe walking with 
Gop. It urges us to ſeek the ſalvation of all 
men, and prompts us to every labour of love 
for their ſouls or bodies. It acts from a prin- 
ciple of pure love, and ſimply regards the ho- 
nour of Jesvs, and the good of mankind. A 
goodneſs, which outſide religion hath nothing 
to do with; and the world cannot receive; 
but in which the ſoul that is in CnRISH mult 
be daily exhorted to abide and abound. 


7. Faith. This is ® the fruit of the Spirit“. 
The word faith in ſcripture admits of diffe- 
rent interpretations. Here it ſtands for vera- 
city and fidelity veracity in all our words and 
promiſes. So far as we are in him who 1s the 
faithful and true witneſs, we ſhall ſeek to 

® ſpeak 


5+ Rom, vii. 18. 55- Rom, vii. 13, 
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* ſpeak the truth from our heart. We ſhall - 


- abhor lying lips and a deceitful. tongue. 


We ſhall uſe no flattering ſpeeches *” ; no 
cloke of guile; but ſpeak the truth as in his 
preſence, who ſearcheth the heart and the 
* reins”. A Chriſtian's word is ſacred: the 
Spirit of truth guides him. Need I obſerve 
then whole ſpirit they follow, who think good 
breeding binds them to hypocriſy, or who 
pretend the buſineſs of the world could never 
be carried on without diſſimulation? That 
to aſk more than they intend to take, to 
commend their merchandiſe above its: real 
value, is allowable in trade. So true is the 
ſon of Sirach's obſervation, * As the nail 
* ſticketh faſt between the joining of the 


* ſtones, fo doth lying between buying and 


© felling**. Theſe are of their father the devil, 
and the works of their father they will __ | 
He was a liar from the beginning eV ſalt 


Fidelity in our r_engagements! 1s n in- 
cluded in Faith. We ſhall be “ true and 
<« juſt in all eur dealings;F“ not ſiothful i in 
* buſineſs *; not needing another 8 eye to 
TIS: our diligence ; bay conformable; to 


4 - 941 SS waa - 71 the 
a 56 pal. xv. 2. 57 pſal. cxx. 2. 
ee The i 5. Feclus xiii. 8. 


69 John viii. 44. o Rom. xii. 11. 
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the confidence repoſed in us, fulfilling punc- 


tually whatever we have engaged for, though 


we are loſers by the bargain; ready to pay 
what we owe at the time ſtipulated, and 
acting with men as we would do with the 
Lokp himſelf if he were upon earth. Why 
are there ſo many complaints of knavery, 
idleneſs, and impoſition? Why can you 
ſcarcely. go into a ſhop where you muſt not 
guard againſt being cheated? or employ a 
workman who will not neglect your buſineſs 
unleſs your eye is over him? It is becauſe 
the heart is a ſtranger to the grace of God, 
and has none of that fruit of the Spirit 
„ which is in all goodneſs and TINO 


% and truth“. 


8. Temperance. If you walk after the 

* Spirit, you will not fulfil the luſts of the 
„ fleſh ***. As your converſation will be 
*in heaven “, you will be very temperate in 
the uſe of all things upon earth. If you 
poſſeſs abundance, you will © uſe this world 
* as not abuſing it. If your ſtation be 
diſtinguiſhed in life, you will not be con- 
formed to the vain cuſtoms and faſhions of 
it. »The pride of life, you know, is not 
8 * of 

Gal. . 36; 53 1 Cor. vii. 3 . 
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u of the Father, but is of the world ***, You 
will not meaſure your temperance by what 
others do, but by what your Bible marks out 
to you, It you do not abound in this world's 
goods, your deſires will be moderate. Hav- 
ing * food and raiment you will be therewith 
content“. A little will ſerve a pilgrim on 
his travels: our treaſure is reſerved for us in 
heaven. The cravings of corrupt appetite 
you will daily learn to mortify. You will not 
only abhor that“ ſurfeiting and drunkenneſs, 
that chambering and wantonneſs *, which 
debaſes men into brutes ; but you will ſet a 
guard over the firſt motions of thoſe ” fleſhly 
* luſts which war againſt the ſoul *. When 
you eat, it will be for nouriſhment, not for 
indulgence; and you will ink to quench 
your thirſt, not to gratify and inflame your 
appetite ; * making no proviſion for the fleſh 
* to fulfil the luſts thereof. You will keep 
yourſelf pure; not only abſtaining from for- 
bidden gratifications, but uſing thoſe that are 
lawful with a holy moderation; not going 
fo far as you might, leſt you ſhould be led 
to exceed the boundary preſcribed and fall 
into intemperance. Knowing how corrupt 
your nature is; how prone to haſt; how ri- 


* veted 
64 1 ſohn ii. 16. 5 3 Pet. Ii. 11. 
66 Rom. Xi, 14. 
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veted to the world; how fond of vanities; 
jealouſy will be ever on the watch, and taking 
the alarm on the approach or appearance of 
exceſs. Thus you will walk circumſpectly, 
„not as fools, but as wiſe “! ©, 


Let me juſt hint, that to have the heart 
azed on the vanities and faſhions of the 
world, to be anxiouſly engaged in the pur- 
ſuit of gain, to indulge the fleſh in its crav- 
ings after meat or drink or ſleep or appa- 
rel; to be at no pains to remove every pro- 
vocation to exceſs, and to pamper, inſtead 
of beating down the body ; theſe are the ſure 
proofs of a foul which * is ſenſual, not aw 
2 ing the Spirit“ *. | 


Theſe now are the tempers, and this the 
conduct, where * the fruit of the Spirit in all 
* goodnels and righteouſneſs“ appears. And 
you are juſt fo far the ſervant of our Saviour, 
and no farther, than theſe fruits manifeſt 
themſelves in you. Many, even of thoſe who 
profeſs a ſpiritual walk, deceive themielves 
with the vaineſt hopes; and though they con- 
tinue under the influence of worldlineſs, ſel- 
filhnels, fretfulneſs and indulgence, will not 

8 2 be 


67 Epheſ. v. 15. 5 Jale 19. 


260 The Fruits of the Spirit. Serm. 11. 


be perſuaded that they have neither been bap- 
* tifed into CHRIST, nor put on CHRIST. 


May the Spirit of Grace be to them a Spi- 
rit of conviction, whilſt they ſee the unſuit- 
ableneſs of their hearts and lives to the fruits 
of genuine righteouſneſs ! 


And ſhould not you and I, brethren, be 
much humbled, that theſe fruits, though 
really poſſeſſed, abound no more in us? 
Surely they who have the tendereſt and moſt 
awakened conſciences will be moſt affected 
with the view of their imperfections, and 
ſtirred up importunately to cry for freſh-com- 
munications of Power and Grace to bring 
forth more fruit. If this effect be wrought 
in you, ſuch fervent effectual prayer will be 
a preſent evidence to you, that © the Spirit of 
* Gop, who helpeth our infirmities *, is with 
you as a Spirit of ſupplication ; and an ear- 
neſt that he will be in you as a“ Spirit of righ- 
* teouſneſs, ſtrengthning you with all might 
*in the inner man? *, to bring forth thoſe 
fruits unto holineſs, the end of which i 18 
© everlaſting life. 


© Epheſ. iii. 16. 79 Rom. vi. 22. 
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SERMON XII. 
The Neceſſity of perſonal Holineſs. 


CC.. ͤ 


HERBREWVS XII. 14. 
Without holineſs no man ſball ſee the Lok p. 


XR MONG the various ſects which 
A Fe have ariſen, diſturbing the peace 
of the Church, and debafing the 
purity of the Goſpel, no error hath 
more effectually ſtruck at the root than theirs 
who pervert the moſt glorious truths of Gon 
to eſtabliſh a ſyſtem of lewdneſs and licen- 
tiouſneſs. Antinomians enow in practice there 
have been in every age; in none, I fear, more 
than the preſent: and it is no wonder there- 
fore that a corrupted heart hath perverted 
many; and brought their ſentiments into a 
conformity with their conduct. We natu- 
rally believe what we deſire. The mereſt 
ſhadow of an argument will paſs when pre- 
judice hath blinded the eyes. Hence, becauſe 


S 3 ſuch 
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ſuch as I am ſpeaking of “have no pleaſure 
jn the truth, but have pleaſure in unrigh- 
* teouſneſs, Gop hath given them over to 
” ſtrong deluſions to believe a lie“. The 
moſt life-giving promiſes prove their ſhare, 
and the ſure foundations of Grace in the 
Redeemer become to them an occaſion of 
falling. In the mean time they avow a con- 
fidence of ſafety greater than that of other 
men. Their danger therefore is more im- 
minent, and their damnation leſs evitable. 
If any ſuch ſhould hear theſe words, or caſt 
their eyes on theſe lines, I would beg them 
not to be haſty in their cenſures, but ſimply 
weigh the following arguments for perſonal 
Holineſs, and not reject them if they are 
concluſive, | 


1 have endeavoured to ſhew you in ſome 
meaſure the nature of Holinels, its principles 
and practice, and the particular fruits which 
grow and flouriſh wherever the heart is vi- 
tally united to Cukisr the living vine. Let 
no man accuſe of a dangerous tendency prin- 
ciples which lead to ſuch a converſation. If 
the enemies of the Goſpel will effectually 
confute it, as they pretend to do, let them 

| produce 
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produce from other principles a practice that 
will bear this teſt, and hath ſuch marks of 
divinity ſtamped upon it. It were enough 
to make a man ſmile (if the ſubject was not 
too ſerious) to hear the jealouſy of thoſe who 
have not experimentally * ſo much as known 
* if there be any Hol GnosT *; and whoſe 
lives are wholly governed by the intereſts of 
fleſh and ſenſe, teſtifying their apprehenſions 
about the decay of Morality, and their fears 
leſt theſe doctrines of Grace, which enable a 
man to © walk as CnRISTH allo walked ®, and 
actually are ſeen to have this tendency uni- 
verſally on thoſe who truly embrace them, 
ſhould make good works to be neglected, 
or conſidered as unneceſſary, Should the 
Moraliſt, whether Deiſt, Arian, Socinian or 
Orthodox, conſider the truths which have 
been laid down, he will perhaps be found, 
with all his zeal for works, to have exceeded 
the profeſſed Antinomian in true Holineſs 
hardly ſo much as one Ethiopian exceeds his 
fellow in complexion. Whilſt, ſure I am, 
as many as are believ ers indeed will always 
be ſo powerfully wr ought upon by the force 
of the obligations lying upon them, as by 
their conduct to ſhew forth a ſpirituality of 
temper and holineſs of liſe, that may con- 

e found 


264 The Neceſſity of perfonal Holineſs. Serm. 12. 
found at leaſt, if it doth not convince thoſe 


who Pra evil of their good converſation 1 in 
ee 


| = am to thew you the abſolute navel] ity of 
perſonal Holineſs. And I ſhall endeavour to 
do it from the following arguments. May 
the Spirit of Holineſs make them effectual to 
the edification of all who hear them ! 


Firſt, It is one great deſign of Gop's eter- 
nal purpoſe and choice that we ſhould be 
bly. There are innumerable diſputes about 
the deep things of Gop's Election and Fore- 
knowledge, which, through the heat and bit- 
terneſs wherewith they have been managed, 
ſeem to have afforded rather“ matter for 
*-queſtions, than to have miniſtred godly edi- 
* fying. Secret things belong unto GOD *. 
We had beſt leave theſe deep points in ſilence; 
and beginning with what is plainer, advance 
by degrees. When we come to heaven, the 
ſcheme of God's eternal counſels will be better 
known to us. But whatever Predeſtination 
or Election there be, or be not, this 1s cer- 
tainly Gop's eternal decree, that the people 
of his Grace > thowld be holy as he is holy. 

1 


. Deut. ix. 29, 
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* For this he hath choſen us in CHRIST be- 
fore the foundation of the world, that we 
# ſhould be holy and without blame before 
* him in love *. This at leaſt is his Predeſ- 
tination, that we ſhould: be conformed to 
the image of his Son? . And © whoever 
* are elect according to the Foreknowledge of 
* God the Father, are ſo through ſanctifica- 
* tion of the Spirit unto obedience * *. It is 
no eſſential requiſite to ſalvation, that a man 
believe any abſolute irreſpective decrees of 
Gop ; it is no excluſion from it that he ut- 
terly rejects them: bat it is eſſentially neceſ- 
ſary that he finds this decree of Holineſs ful- 
filled in him, and hat whereunto he is ap- 
pointed actually taking place. Without this 
the decree of Gop is certainly againſt him, 
and he hath no part nor lot in the ſalvation 
that is in Jesus. 


Secondly, It is among the chief ends of 
CuRisT's death, “to purify to himſelf a 
# peculiar people, zealous of good works“. 
# For this purpoſe was the Son of Gop ma- 
* mifeſted, that he might deſtroy the works 
# of the devil'”*, His chief work was fin. 


By 
3 Ephel, i. 4. + Rom. viii. 29. 
5'1 Peter i. 2. Titus ii. 14, 
7 1 John iii. 8, | 
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By this his dominion was upheid. J sus, 
the name of our Deliverer, expreſſes his of- 
fice: * He ſhall ſave his people from their 
„ ſins . He doth it by dying: thus pur- 
chaſing anew a property in us, and“ redeem- 
* ing us from the hands of our enemies, that 
* we might ſerve him without fear, in hoh- 
” neſs and righteouſneſs before him all the 
days of our life *. When he gave himſelf 
* for us”, it was with this very view, * that 
he might ſanctify and cleanſe us . And 
this he actually works in all Jie people: they 
are ſaints, holy brethren, conformed to their 
Head, a holy Prieſthood to offer up ſpiri- 
* tual ſacrifices *. It is then as much as all 
our hopes are worth, that we ſee this great 
end of CuRIST's death anſwered in us. © He 
that hath this hope in him, purifieth him- 
* ſelf even as he is pure. If any man faith 
* he hath fellowſhip with him, and walketh 
*in darkneſs, he is a liar, and the truth is 
* not in him. Let no man dream of any 
benefit from CnRIST's death in eternity, who 
doth not experience the quickning, ſanctify- 
ing efficacy of it in time. Shall we continue 
in {in that Grace may abound ? Gop forbid. 

How 
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„How ſhall we that are dead to fin, live any 
#* longer therein **? Every real believer is 
* crucified with CuR1sT ; is dead with him 
” unto ſin, that like as Cur1sT was raiſed 
from the dead by the glory of the Father, 
* he alſo ſhould walk in newneſs of life *. 
How blaſphemouſly then do they ſpeak, who, 
whilſt by their wickedneſs they are ® crucify- 
ing the Son of Gop afreſh, and putting him 
* to open ſhame”, plead his death as the pre- 


ſcription for their iniquities, and make the 
holy One of Gop a Miniſter of ſin? 


Thirdly, The juſtification of a ſinner by 
faith in JIxsus CuRr1sT, neceſſarily binds and 
leads him to the practice of Holineſs. It is 
allowed that the hatred of ſin and the love of 
Go, are the grand roots of all true Holineſs; 
whatever therefore moſt powerfully produces 
the one, will moſt effectually ſecure the other. 
But this is peculiarly the property of Faith. 
For when can fin ever appear to us ſo ex- 
ceeding ſinful, as when Faith leads us to the 
accurſed tree, and bids us“ look upon him 
„ whom we have pierced *? Where can 
Gop's diſpleaſure againſt ſin ſo affect our 
hearts, 


24 Rom. vi. 2. 


+5 Zech. xii, 10, 


Rom. vi. 4. 
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hearts, as when we ſee in the ſtrong lines 
of the Redeemer's blood, what * an evil and 
* bitter thing it is“? And where are we ſo 
bound, ſo forced to lothe ourſelves and fin, 
as when we eye his bloody ſacrifice and hear 
his groans, and ſee his mangled body, and 
look into the prints of the nails; and, as it 
were with Thomas, © thruſt our hand into his 
* fide ? Muſt we not then“ count ourſelves 
dead indeed unto fin '', and henceforth 
* hive unto Gop, ſervants of righteouſneſs 
* unto holineſs ** *? or where can Gop's love 
ſo mightily conſtrain us, as when Faith re- 
preſents him in the glorious character of a 
pardoning Gop in CHRIST? What can en- 
gage our hearts to him if this doth not ? 
What can bind us to walk before him and 
pleaſe him, if not this © love for him who 
* hath thus ſo loved us '? * ? 'Gop then hath 
bound us to Hohneſs by theſe ſtrongeſt ties. 
He:appoints Faith as the means, and Holi- 
neſs as the end; he knew that true Holinefs 
could be no other way produced. The ap- 
pointment therefore of the former, as the 
medium of conveying his ſalvation to us, is 
the proof of the neceſſity of the latter. And 


if 


7 Rom. vi. 11. '% Rom. vi. 13. 
19 1 John iv. 19, 
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if this effect be not wrought, our faith is 
deluſion. 


Fourthly, All the means of Grace imply the 
neceſſity of Holineſs, as this is their very uſe, 
that by them we may grow up into him in 
* all things, who is our head, even CyrIsT ®. 
Are we to“! defire the ſincere milk of the 
* word ©? It is that“ as new-born babes we 
* may grow thereby; that we may be 
ſanctified through the truth ***, Are we 
called upon to pray without ceaſing ***? It 
is in order to receive the ſupply of the Spirit 
of Holineſs for our growth in Grace, and 
advancement towards the meaſure of the 
* ſtature of the fulneſs of CurisT®. Are we 
exhorted to chriſtian fellowſhip? It is that 
we may watch over one another to provoke 
* unto love and to good works *. This is 
the point ever aimed at, that we © may in- 
© creaſe with the increaſe of Gop **, and be 
going on unto perfection *. 


Fifthly, We are conſtantly in {(cripture 
protec to Holineſs, as the iſſue and due im- 


provement 
20 Epheſ. iv. 15. Peter ii. 2. 
22 John xvu. 19. . 
2+ Heb. x. 24. *> Coloſſ. ii. 19. 
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provement of all its doctrines. Whoever 


reads but with a curſory eye the Epiſtles, par- 
ticularly of St Paul, will ſee how he not only 
interſperſes occaſional reflections in a way of 
moral inference, but always ſums them up 
in a point, as a ground from whence to urge 
thoſe practical duties which conclude all his 
writings. Having firſt eſtabliſhed the great 
truth of Redemption through the blood of 


the Lamb, in its variety of connections and 


different reſpects with regard to Gop and 
us, this is his deduction ; “ Having there- 
* fore theſe promiſes, dearly beloved, let us 
* cleanſe ourſelves from all filthineſs of the 
u fleſh and ſpirit, perfecting Holinefs in the 
* fear of Goo .. Hence all the preſſing ex- 
hortations that we ſhould “ walk worthy of 
* our high vocation and calling“; that we 
* ſhould adorn the doctrine of Gor our Sa- 
* yiour in all things“; that we ſhould main- 
* tain thoſe works which are good and pro- 
u fitable unto men *; and eſpecially in our 
ſtations and relative capacities behave our- 
ſelves * as perſons profeſſing godlineſs“; with 
the moſt ſolemn injunctions on the faithful, 
Uta if wy; man be diſobedient, if any man 

defile 
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defile the temple of Gor, if any man turn 
back to the love of the world, if any man walk 
diſhonourably to this holy proſeffion ; they 
are * to note that man, to have no company 
© with him, no not to much as to eat, but 
to regard him as a denier of the faith, and 
„ worſe than the infidels © * around them. 
Let any man ſeriouſſy read this, and ſay whe- 
ther St Paul, though eminently an aſſerter of 
ſalvation by Grace, was not as ſtrenuous an 
advocate for Holineſs as the foremoſt of his 
collegues. 


Stxthly, That we ſhould be holy, is the 
deſign of all the diſpenſations of Gop in his 
Providence. It he gives proſperity, it is 
that his goodneſs ſhuuld engage our hearts 
to love and ſerve him. If he chaſtiſes, it is 
to purge and refine us. This 1s his view 1n 
the more general judgments he {ends upon 
the nations of the world,“ that the inhabitants 


thereof may learn righteouſneſfs . This 
is his purpoſe with regard to individuals. 
1 He chaſtneth us for our profit, that we 


a may be partakers of his Holineſs ** „. The 


droſs of baſe affections is deſigned to be con- 


ſumed in the furnace of affliction, and * the 


| * Peace- 
* 2 Theſſ. ni. 14. 1 Tim. v. 8. 
* Hai, xxvi. 9. 33 Heb. xii. 10. 
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* peaceable fruits of righteouſneſs are ac- 
* tually brought forth by thoſe who are duly 
* exerciſed thereby. You ſee it is Gop's 
uniform deſign in all he doth, by his Provi- 
dence as well as by his Grace, that this great 
effect may be produced, of being holy in 
* all manner of converſation “. And how 
are we then bound to correſpond with him 
herein, and to improve our ſituation, what- 
ever it be, to the attainment of this gracious 
purpoſe and deſign of Gop? 


Seventhly, Holineſs 1s of abſolute neceſſity in 
order to admiſſion into the preſence of Gop. 
Except a man be © meet for the inheritance 
5 of the Saints in light“, he cannot partake 
in it. Glory and Grace only differ in degree. 
We have © an earneſt of our inheritance ® 
in the bleſſed communications and conſo- 
lations which the Spirit miniſters unto us. 
When heaven comes the full harveſt only 
comes of what on earth we had already the 
firſt-fruits. © The pure in heart ſhall ſee 
* GOD *. Whilſt nothing can enter the 
ſanctuary where his honour dwelleth, which 
* defileth or worketh abomination *. It is 
a ſtrange miſtake with which“ the god of 

* this 
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” this world blinds the minds of thoſe who be- 
* eve not", that they may get © to heaven at 
ce Jaſt, though their heart and lives ſhould not 
© be ſo ſtrict and holy as the Scriptures en- 
te join them to be.” Eut ſuppoſe it poſſible : 
What would an unholy foul do in heaven? 
What happincſs could he taſte from the glory 
and ſervice of that bleſſed place, whilſt un- 
der a total incapacity to reliſh the leaſt mea- 
ſure of their joys? To be ever loving, ad- 
miring, praiſing the bleſſed Gor, to be fol- 
lowing; the Lamb whitherſoever he goeth, to 
be employed day and night without ccaſing in 
his temple, to be in the neareſt and tendereſt 
communion of ſoul with him, and wich the 


adoring ſaints and angels, our brethren and 
companions; what happinels can you paſ- 


ſibly have in theſe exerciſes, if uhœᷣ they are 
irk{ome, your averſion, and your burden? If 
nod your converſation. be c earth, not in heg« 
den, if now you are living in the enjoyment 
of the pleaſures of ſenſe, and not by Faith; 

if now you are © ſerving fooliſh and hurtful 


v juſts , inſtead of preſenting your body, 


* ſoul and ſpirit a living ſacrifice, holy and 


» acceptable to GOD if now you are ieek- | 


ing happineſs in the vanities of time, infica\l 
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of looking forward to the riches of eternity; 
if 20w the company of Gop's people and their 
employments you diſreliſh and avoid; if here 
you are content to take up your abode, and 
cannot ſay, that * to depart and to be with 
” CuRIsT is far better *; if earthly, ſenſual, 
deviliſh tempers now reign 1n you, inſtead of 
the pure, peaceable, holy, heavenly, Chriſt- 
like diſpoſitions of the child of Gop ; you 
may be aſſured there 1s no entrance for you 
into the preſence of Gop ; you are under an 
abſolute incapacity of drawing near to him ; 
you have, you can have no idea of or reliſh 
for the happinels of the ſaints; you can be no 
more ſenſible to it than the blind to the beau- 
ties of viſion, or the deaf to the powers of 
harmony. But, 


Eighthly, Without Holineſs you are not only 
incapable of ſceing Gop and enjoying him, but 
you are actually and by expreſs ſentence ex- 
cluded from it. When the Son of man ſhall 
come, he thall ſend forth his holy angels, and 
* gather out of his kingdom all things which 
* offend, and which do iniquity, and ſhaſl 
* caſt them into a furnace of fire. No evil 
„ ſhall dwell with him“ “. Sin and excluſion 
from 
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from his preſence, are neceſſarily connected. 
They who obey not his Goſpel mult be de- 
* ſtroyed with the brightneſs of his coming“. 
* He that committeth lin is of the devil © *. 
By ſuch diſobedience againſt Gop he teſtifies 
what maſter he hath choſen to ſerve; and 
his wages will be as his work: The wages 
* of ſin is death © ©, They who join with 
Gop's enemies will have their portion with 
them, in the * everlaſting fire prepared for 
* the devil and his angels. All pleas in 
the great day of the Logp will be fruitleſs, if 
the heart hath been the ſervant of fin. ' To 
have cried, Lorp, Loxp, in his temple; to 
have heard the voice of Cu Rx ISH in our ſtreets; 
yea, to have propheſied in his name, and done 
many wonderful works, will avail nothing, it 
Holineſs hath not been our temper and prac- 
tice. He will ſay to every unholy ſoul in that 
day, * Depart from me, I never knew you, 
ye workers of iniquity ** ©. 


Theſe are clear and convincing proofs of 
the abſolute neceſſity of being boy here, in 
order to be happy hereaſter; and ſhould lead 
every man into the moſt ſerious inquiries into 

| TS his 
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his ſtate and temper. The righteous ſcarcely 
” are ſaved; and where then ſhall the ungodly 
and the ſinner appear“ * 


I ſhall conclude with theſe obſervations. 


1. If perſonal Holineſs be ſo abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary, how few will be ſaved? Strait indeed 
is the gate, and narrow is the way which 
” teadeth unto life, and few there be that 
* find it“. It is often charged as a matter 
of great uncharitablencſs, but to confeſs your 
faith in what Gov hath thus ſo ſolemnly de- 
clared. Every one hopes to be ſaved at laſt; 
and that, at leaſi, thoſe are ſafe who are not 
worſe than themſclves. But this is the blind- 
neſs of the unholy, and the falie “ hope of 
* the hypocrite which peritheth*. Gop's 
word is the only ſtandard. To this muſt 
each man's ſtate be referred. He requires 
of all real Holineſs, * out of a pure heart, and 
good conſcience, and faith unfeigned *. 
And to this, it 1s evident, few can make any 
juſt pretenſions. The unrighteous {hall 
not inherit the kingdom of Gop. Be not 
* deceived : neither fornicators, nor idolaters, 
” nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abuſers 
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* of themſelves with mankind, nor thieves, 
* nor covetous, nor drunkards; nor revilers, 
” nor extortioners, ſhall inherit the kingdom 
* of Gor ©”. Now were but theſe alone 
excluded, (and excluded they mutt be, as Gop 
is true) I fear the remainder who walk not 
in any of theſe things will be but few. More 
eſpecially if we add unto them, * all who 
s walk in hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, 
* ſtrife, ſeditions, hereſies, envying, murders, 
* revelings and ſuch like © *: we ſhail ſtill 
reduce the number leſs. But there are other 
expreſs excluſions from Go» ſet upon © the 
„ fearful and unbelieving and abominable, 
* and all liars . Nor are they leſs re- 
moved from him, © who are lovers of their 
* own ſelves, boaſters, proud, blaſphemers, 
diſobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 
© traitors, heady, high-minded, lovers of plea- 
#* ſure more than lovers of Gon ©*'#, In ſhort, 
* the profaners of Gop's ſabbath, the diſho- 
* nourers of his name, the neglecters of his 
„ worſhip **”, come under the fame con- 
demnation. Nor mult we forget that nume- 
rous generation, © who are pure in their own 
eyes, yet are not waſhed from their filthi- 

3 * neſs; 
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„ nefs **; who have the form of godlineſs, 
but deny the power of it?. I might add, 
laſtly, the unfaithful to their convictions, 
thoſe © who love the praiſe of men more 
than the praiſe of Goy*"®; thoſe who put 
their truſt in man, and their heart departeth 
from the Lord *' ©. The lukewarm, ” nei- 
„ther hot nor cold ** =, that halt between 
Gop and Baal; and every man who hath 
not learned to deny himſelf, to take up 
his croſs and follow CHRIST, in all that 
holy converſation and godlineſs which you 
have heard deſcribed. And will not the con- 
cluſion from theſe premiſes be, that there 
are few which ſhall be ſaved ** ? A rem- 
nant indeed, like that in the ark, or thoſe 
plucked out of Sodom. | 


Let no man be offended at this truth, and 
attend to the infidel reaſonings of his corrupt 
heart about unpromiſed mercy ; but ſimply 
regard theſe expreſs ſcriptures. They are 
Gop's word. © Heaven and earth ſhall paſs 
away, but one jot or one tittle of his word 
* thall never paſs away until the whole be 


* fulfilled. 
54+ Prov. xxx. 12. ss 2 Tim. iii. 5. 
5% John Xii. 43. 7 Jer. XVI. 5. 
58 Rev. iii. 16. 59 Matt. x. 38. 


6 Luke xitl, 23. 


Serm. 12. The Neceſſity of perſonal Holi neſs. 279 


* fulfilled*'*, There are no ſecret exceptions. 
Goh cannot alter the thing which is gone 
out of his mouth ** *, He muſt deny himſelf, 
if any ſoul, continuing and dying in any of 
theſe things, be ever finally ſaved. But Gop 
cannot lie”, His truth abideth for ever 
„in heaven**®*, The unholy mult be eter- 
nally unhappy. Without Holineſs no man 
* ſhall ſee the LORD. What an awakening 


admonition |! 


2. What reaſon then hath every man to 
look well to his heart? © Be not deceived, 
Go is not mocked ; for whatſoever a man 
* ſoweth, that ſhall he alſo reap“ *. It is re- 
quiſite that we * ſtrive for the maſtery *, that 
we © preſs towards the mark, that we © be 
* temperate in all things“, that © we work 
# out our ſalvation with fear and trembling *, 
that © we bring forth daily fruits meet for re- 
* pentance, and make our profiting appear”, 
if we mean to come into the preſence of the 
moſt High and moſt Holy. It is not a haſty 
reſolution, a warm impreſſion, a partial re- 
formation, a round of duties, or a name 
of godlineſs, which will bring us thither. 


T 4 5 GoD 
61 Matt. xxiv. 35. 2 Pial. Ixxxix. 34. 
R % Pal. cxix. 89. 


65 Gal. vi. 7. 
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Goy requireth truth in our inward parts“ a; 


he calls for our Heart“; and that chearful, 
univerfal, abiding continuance in well-doing, 
which ſhews “* his ſervice to be perfect free- 
„dom“; and obedience our choice and de- 
light. 


And here, if we are ſincere with God, 
we ſhall have abundant cauſe to humble 
ourſelves, © to ſtrengthen the things which 
remain“, to examine ourſelves cloſcly, to 
watch againſt © a deceitful and deſperateiy 
„ wicked heart“, and to be looking up for 
continual ſupplies of Grace, to perfect in 
* us that which is lacking“, and to finiſh the 
new creation, until the Loxp of our life“ ſhall 
s preſent us before the preſence of his glory, 
* with exceeding great joy, without ſpot or 
© wrinkle, or any ſuch thing, in perfect con- 
* formity to his own bleſſed image ©. 


2. As many as have made any attainments 
in Holineſs ſhould, with humble acknow- 
ledgments of his Grace to whom they are in- 
debted for all, walk by the fame rule, and 
„mind the ſame things. For we have not 
* yct attained, or are already perfect“ . 

| Whilſt 


66 pſal. li. 6. ©7 Prov. xxiii. 26. 
£5 Phil, iii. 16, 9 Phil, 11.12, 
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Whilſt we are on our pilgrimage, two 
things eſpecially we nced to abound in, Hu- 
mility and Zeal, 


Firft, Hum:lity. For what have we that 
* we have not received? and if we have re- 
„ ceived it, why ſhould we glory as though 
* we had not received it?“? Whatever we 
are, it is by the Grace of Gop we are what 
we are. We are his workmanſhip®. The 
whole is from him, by him, and muſt be 
aſcribed to him. Beſides, the remainders of 
our old nature afford us daily cauſe of abaſe- 
ment before Gop, and call upon us to ſay 
continually, even in our higheſt attainments, 
« Tam nothing.” 


Secondly, Zeal, For when Holineſs is the 
aun, we cannot be too zcalouily affected. 
We need not fear excels here. We cannot 
love Gop too much, or ſerve him beyond the 
bounds. of duty. An unbounded field 1s 
before us. © Gop's commandments are ex- 
® ceeding broad“. Bleſſed are they who keep 
„them with their whole heart **, and labour 
for this as the one thing needful *, that 


every 
1 1 Cor. W. 7. 71 1 Cor, xv. 10. 
1% Pial. cxix. 99, 73 Pial, exix. 2. 
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every hour they advance towards the king- 

dom, they may grow into a greater meetneſs 
for it; until all their fervent effectual prayers 
and labours are anſwered, * the kingdom 
comes“; and perfect Holineſs and perfect 
Happineſs, in Gop and with Gop, become 
their everlaſting portion. 


SERMON 
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SER M O N XIII. 
The Means of Holineſs. 
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Grvediligence to make your calling and election ſure, 


2% Have been endeavouring to ſet 
I * before you the nature, and to con- 
vince you of the neceſſity of Holi- 
neſs. A taſk in theſe days the more 
needful, when by ſome perſons Vice is called 
Virtue; when in others Satan is“ tranſ- 
formed into an angel of light“; and when 
| moſt people act as if indeed © heaven was 
open for all men,” and *© the gate no longer 
„ ſtrait or the way narrow. Beware that ye 
* alſo be not led away by the error of the 
* wicked. Let the word of CHRISTH dwell 
in you richly *”. Bring every aſſertion to 
be proved thereby; every doctrine to its teſt; 
every 

” 2 Pet. 17» 2 Coloſſ. iii. 16, 


—— 2—ꝛͥ — 
KK _ . ” _ _ - 


"A, " 


rr _— 


r 
> 


| 


. —— + ae LS 4 mmemmemm ap Mato AETSa mm —— fag x — —  —— —  __=—_- 


234 The Means of Holineſs. Serm. 13. 


every preſcription for your conduct to its 


commands. If any ſpeak not according 
to this Rule there is no light in them * *, 
You will then find that the great end Gop 
propoſes is, that the man of Gop ſhould 
be perfect, throughly furniſhed for every 
* good work“; and you will receive kindly 
the exhortation and ſet diligently about the 
practice of his commandments; and earneſtly 
endeavour to © work out your own ſalvation 
* with fear and trembling * : giving all dili- 
gence ; to make your calling and election 
„ ſure . The means and the end are inſe- 
parably connected. Though © Gop worketh 
* in us to will and to do of his good pleaſure”, 
* and every good and every perfect gift com- 
* eth from above; yet muſt we © be workers 
* together with Gop®. He does not act upon 
us as machines, but as men ſtirs us up to /a- 
beur, firive, wreſtle, preſs towards the mark. 
Our diligence mult not be the leſs, becauſe it 
is his power alone which can ſtrengthen our 
weakneſs ; but the greater, becauſe he will 


give more grace to thoſe who improve the 
meaſure he hath beſtowed on them. © Be 
 * ſtrong therefore in the Lox p, and in the 


: Power 
3 Tai. viii. 20. 4 2 Tim. iii. 17. 
5 Phil. ii. 12. © 2 Pet. i. 10. 


7 Phil. ii. 13. James 1. 17. 
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power of his might? *. Gop hath himſelf 
pointed out the way wherein we fhould go, 
and promiſed his blefling upon the diligent 
uſe of the means. Our buſineſs therefore is 
to be found waiting upon Gop in his inſti- 
tuted way. And fo doing we ſhall not fail 
to © grow in grace, through the more abun- 
* dant ſupply of the Spirit of CurisT mi- 
* niſtred unto us. 


Whoever then would increaſe in Holineſs, 
and be growing up into his image in all 
things, who is our Head, even CuRIsT *, 
muſt be found in the uſe of the following 
means of Grace; namely, diligent attention 
to God's word, meditation upon it, exami- 
nation by it, prayer, mutual communication, 
and ſolemn covenanting with ChRIST at his 


table. 


Firft, A chief means of Grace is the word 
of Gop heard or read. Its promiſes muſt 
conſtrain us, its threatnings over-awe us, its 
commands direct, its prohibitions reſtrain 
us. But this effect cannot be produced far- 


ther than our hearts are attentive to it. If 
then 


9 Ephel. vi. 10. 10 Phil. i. 19+. 
1 Epheſ. iv. 15. 
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then we know not the ſcriptures, we muſt 
err from the way, and our conduct be guided 
by other maxims than the truth of Gob. And 
this is indeed the ground of all our fin and 
miſery, that we have left the Oracles of di- 
vine Revelation, to follow the devices of our 
corrupted hearts. To the word therefore, 
* and to the teſtimony. Search the ſcrip- 
tures . This is the way to eternal life. 
And this muſt be done diligently. The 
matters they contain are infinitely important 
to us, and deſerve our deepeſt attention. 
When you read the ſcriptures therefore, you 
muſt * ſeek for the truth as for filver, and 
*s ſearch for it as for hid treaſures '* . Your 
eyes muſt prevent the night-watches ” to 
be occupied in the bleſſed work; that you 
may know Gop's will and walk in it. You 
ſhould do it tbroughly. All ſcripture is given 
* by inſpiration of Gop . From the Alpha 
to the Omega we are to conſider the precious 
truths, as all of them * profitable for reproof, 
* for correction, for inſtruction in righteouſ- 
* neſs'*. And to compare ſpiritual things 
* with ſpiritual **. And this daily. The 
word of Gon mult be our continual ſtudy. 


* O how 


r2 John v. 39. 13 Prov. ii. 4. 
1 2 Tim. iii, 16, 1 1 Cor. ii. 13. 
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* O how I love thy law, all the day long is 
„my ſtudy in it ©”, For this the Bereans were 
ſo highly commended, that * they ſearched 
the ſcriptures daily. Indeed what is io 
proper, what ſo needſul for us as this, that 
we {hould begin our days with inquiring at 
Gop's mouth, and conclude them with his 
counſel? For © when thou fleepeſt it {hall 
* keep thee, and when thou awakeſt it ſhall 
* talk with thee *. Add alſo, /erio/ly. The 
matter 1s weighty ; eternity depends upon it. 
It is God's voice is heard. Let the heart 
ſtand in awe of him. Mr Boyle had ſo great 
a reverence for Gop's word, that he uſed to 
read it upon his knees. We ſhould at leaſt 
feel a temper as deeply ſerious as that poſture 
implied: and withal h:mbly. © Speak, Lokp, 
for thy ſervant heareth®, muſt be our lan- 
guage. Not caviling, but obeying ; not cu- 
rious, but ſubmiſſive : then ſhall we find the 
power of Gop preſent in his word, and its ef- 
fects upon our hearts weighty and influential. 
We ſhall daily be caſt into its mold; and Gon 
holy word will produce holy tempers in us. 


Secondly, Let your meditations thereon be 
ſweet and frequent, if you would grow 
therchy. 


1 Pal, cxix. 97. 7 Ads xvii. 11. 17 Prov. vi. 22. 
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thereby. It is having the truth rooted in 
our hearts, (as the ſeed covered up fixes in 
the ground) that makes it bring forth fruit 
unto. Holineſs. Many hearers of the word, 
© like men beholding their natural face in 
© the glaſs, go away ftraight and forget what 
manner of perſons they were *. But we are 
charged * to keep theſe words in our hearts, 
* to talk of them when we ſit in our houſe, 
* and when we walk by the way, and when 
* we lie down, and when we riſe up!. It 
is by © ſetting Gop in his word always before 
* us, that we ſhall not be moved, It is for 
want of this that the devil fo often cometh 
and taketh the word, like the ſeed winch 
fell by the way ſide , out of our hearts *. 
Treaſure up the truths you read and hear. Go 
forth wich this for your meditation through 
the day. See whether you can ſay with the 
Prophet, Thy words were found by me, and 
* did eat them; and thy word was unto 
me the joy and rejoicing of my heart 
What digeſtion is to our food, that is medi- 
tation to the word; it makes it incorporate 
into our ſubſtance, and miniſter nouriſh- 
ment, > Grength and conſolation to us. 

, W Th:rdly; 


— * 
94544 


19 James i. 24. 20 Deut. vi 7 
21 Matt. xiii. 4. 2 fer. xv. 16. 
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Thirdly, Call your heart often to deep and 
ſerious examination by it. Prove your 
* ownſelves, know your ownſelves ** , is the 
apoſtolic injunction, and moſt highly neceſ- 
ſary if you would * increaſe with the increaſe 
® of GOD. Our corrupt and deceitful hearts 
have need of the moſt jealous eye over them, 
leſt they turn aſide from the path of holineſs. 
We thus diſcover the beginnings of ſin, and 
detect the infinuations of error; and * by 
* ſearching and trying our ways we return 
„ unto the Lord '*®., Hereby we ſee where 
our hearts are weakeſt, that we may put an 
eſpecial guard on that fide ; what graces we 
moſt need to exerciſe ; what are the dangers 
of our place, temper and ſtations; what * the 
* fins that moſt eaſily beſet us“, and what re- 
queſts we have particularly to make unto him, 
out of whoſe fulneſs we may receive power 
and grace“. 


This buſineſs ſnould be done at leaſt once 
in the day, and the moſt ſuitable time is at 
even, when we review the tranſactions that 
have paſt. We ſhould blame the Merchant 
or conſiderable Tradeſman, whoſe negligence 
deferred to keep account daily of his profit 
U and 


2 2 Cor, xiii. 5, 3+ Lam. iii 40. 
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and loſs : nor could we think, without fair 
and regular reckonings, his buſineſs likely 
to flouriſh. No more can our ſouls grow 
in grace without the like diligence in our 


ſpiritual concerns; which, as they are of ſo 


much greater moment to us, deſerve ſo much 
greater inſpection and inquiry into them, I 
cannot wonder that many profeſſors ſo decline, 
” that gray hairs are upon them and they 
„ know it not *, when they are ſo negli- 
cent about this matter, ſo ſuperficial in their 
inquiries about their progreſs, and ſo eaſily 
ſatisfied with themſelves, though their pro- 
fiting appeareth not. Yea, when molt they 
need to look into themſelves for humiliation 


and conviction, like men in debt, they de- 


cline the ſearch, becaufe they are afraid to 
know the reality of their ſtate. It is a bad 
ſign when we want not to go to the bottom 


of our hearts, to know the very truth of our 


caſe, that we may preſent it before the Lokp. 
Like the ſpreading cancer, ſuch declenfions 


threaten apoſtaſy throughout. © Principiis 
«ta; Reſiſt the beginnings :” is a maxim 
as applicable to our fouls as to our bodies. 
Whilſt they will be moſt alive to Gop, and 


walk neareſt with him, who bring their hearts 
_ cloſeſt 


26 Hoſea vil. 9. 
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cloſeſt to be tried by his word, and moſt carc- 
fully remark every deviation from it. 


 PFourthly, Prayer is an eſpecial means of 
growing in Holineſs. I may call it indeed 
the chief. It is, as it were, the Key of hea- 
ven which unlocks the treaſures of Grace. 
All Holineſs is derived from the Spirit of 
Gop. This Spirit is promiſed © to thoſe that 
„ [K . Our fruit therefore unto Holineſs 
being according to the meaſure of the Grace 
beſtowed upon us, it will chiefly depend on 
the diligence of our application to him, who 
hath the fulneſs of it to beſtow. 


Prayer 1s the deſire of the heart after Gop. 

It ariſes from a ſenſe of want, acts in de- 
pendence on the promiſe, and expects an an- 
{wer according to its neceſſities. For they 
* who hunger and thirſt after righteouſneſs 
* ſhall be filled . Holineſs of heart and 
life is Prayer carried into practice. As we 
are diligent in the one, we ſhall find corre- 
ſpondent effects in the other. The foul that 
goes continually to the throne of Grace, and 
lives through the day in the Spirit of Prayer 
and Supplication, cannot but feel a determi- 
V2 nation 


20 Luke xi. 13. 27 Matt. v. 6. 
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nation of heart againſt fin; a labour“ to per- 
fect holineſs in the fear of Gop®, and ſuch 
a ſenſe of the divine preſence as is at once 
reſtr aining and transforming. 


Whoever hath read the hiſtories of the 
holieſt men will find them to be remarked, 
as peculiarly men of Prayer. Whilſt on the 

other hand, no ſooner doth any man begin 

to turn back, than his firſt declenſions are 
uſually moſt viſible in his clit; until, the do- 
minion of fin returning, Prayer is totally laid 
aſide. For if Prayer does not make us leave 
ſin, fin will ſoon make us leave Prayer. At 
leaſt if the form be obſerved, all the power 
of Prayer will be gone. The lips and not the 
heart will be found ſpeaking before Gop. 


Our bleſſed Lord himſelf, as man thus ob- 
tained the power of ſubmitting wholly to his 
Father's will. He was heard, when with 
* ſtrong crying and tears he made ſupplica- 
tions *. And if He was thus made per- 
fect and obtained grace, how much more have 
we need to double our requeſts, and ſeek 
her ein eſpecially to copy his example ? 8 


Prayer 
28 Feb. v. 7 
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Prayer i is of various kinds, public, family 
and private. He who would have his fruit 
unto Holineſs muſt © abound in all prayer 
and ſupplication in the Spirit, and watch 
* thereunto with all perſeverance *?*, Public 
worſhip i is a molt bleſſed exerciſe, and moſt 
influential on the practice of Holineſs. They 
who heartily join in it, will neceſſarily feel 
their hearts quickned to every good word and 
work, towards thoſe with whom they have 
united their voices in theſe ſolemn exerciſes, 
Where two or three only have conſented to- 
* gether to aſk any thing „ Gop hath aſlured 
us, he will give it“. And how much more 
may we be confident, that our mutual ſup- 
plications and interceſſions {hall find an an- 
ſwer of peace, when in the great congregation, 
with one mind and one mouth, we conſent 
to pour out our deſires before the throne of 
Grace? Family worſhip is alſo moſt requi- 
lite in order to Holineſs. As the Prophet, 
directed by the Spirit, calls upon Gop to 
pour out his fury upon te families which 
1. call not on his name *: ſo we may be 
allured that Gop's Vie 5 bleſſing wall reſt 
upon the houſes where his honour dwelleth. 


U 3 What 
29 Epheſ vi. 18, 0 Matt. xvii, 19. 
1 Jer, X. Fe . 
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What can be imagined fo effectual to re- 
ſtrain ourſelves and all under our roof from 
offending ? What ſo powerful to quicken 
our concern about pleaſing and ſerving the 
Lokp, as the ſenſe of his nearneſs to us, and 
our dependence upon him? And what will 
ſo efiectually tend to beget this, as a conſtant, 
open joint-acknowledgment of his goodnels, 
and ſupplication for his grace? What can lay 
upon ourſelves more ſtriking obligations to 
go in and out before our houſholds, exam- 
ples of Faith and Godlineſs, than the remem- 
brance of our prayers with them and for 
them? And what ſo likely to be influential 
on their hearts, as joining with us in ardent 
petitions for Grace, hearing their caſe impor- 
tunately ſpread before Gop, and the ſolemn 
engagement repeated, that we and our houſe 
„ will ſerve the LoRD ©? Let the Maſters 
of prayerleſs families tremble. Ungodlineſs 
mult be in their dwellings. Their Childrens, 
their Servants blood, as well as their own, is 
upon their heads. But eſpecially muſt pri- 
date Prayer be exerciſed. We“ muſt ſpeak 
* to our Father which is in ſecret ** *; muſt 
ſpeak to him with the confidence and hum- 
ble freedom of children ; telling him the 

very 

* Joſhua xxiv. 15, 33 Matt. vi. 6. 
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very ſecrets of our ſouls, humbling our hearts - 
for our very thoughts before him, and be- 
ſeeching him, that knoweth what we need, 
to ſupply abundantly our wants in Jzsus 
CHRIST. And this muſt be done with that 
importunity and perſeverance which our 
Lord recommends by the parable of the un- 
juſt judge, and enjoins, when he bids us“ al- 
„ways pray and not faint '**, 


How often we ſhould be in ſecret Prayer 
it is impoſſible to determine. Every man's 
circumſtances muſt be conſidered, and the pe- 
culiar ſituation he is in. David prayed“ ſeven 
times a day Daniel thrice . But at 
leaſt Morning and Evening are naturally ſug- 
geſted unto us as the moſt proper ſeaſons, 
that we may begin and end the day with 
Gop. Whilſt throughout the day, who- 
ever are panting after nearneſs to and com- 
munion with Gop, will ſend forth many an 
ardent deſire from their hearts in the inter- 
vals of leiſure; and oftentimes in the midſt 
of buſineſs, company or labour, a warm eja- 
culation will dart upwards, that in ſilence 


pierces the clouds, and * aſcends as incenſe 
U 4 before 


3+ Luke xviii. 1. 35 Pſal. cxix, 164. 
3% Dan, vi. 10. 
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before the throne , In this way we may 
be affured the work of Holineſs will advance 
in our hearts. And when we have endured 
alittle while, all our prague ſhall be I 
into praiſes. | 


| Fifibh, | To Prayer I add 'mutual converſe, 
as very helpful to the work of Grace. As we 
are traveling the ſame road, the experience 
of others will be the more uſeful to us. We 
have the fame enemies, the fame cauſe, the 
fame corruptions, the ſame path of duty to 
follow, and the ſame hope of glory in the 
end: and to ſecure this it is our wiſdom to 
conſult together; © in the multitude of coun- 
* ſellers there is ſafety *. We ſhall need 
therefore ſpeak often one to another; whe⸗ 
ther to encourage the feeble- minded, warn 
the unruly, 0 the raſh, or counſel the 
diſtreſſed; and ſhall find the greateſt profit 
by “ confeſſing our faults one to another, 
as well as by praying for each other *. 
In all other things frequent converſation is 
thought moſt uſeful to accompliſh any ſpe- 
cies of inſtruction,” and why not here allo? 
Indeed we ſhall know little of the way to 
heaven, nor ſhall we walk in it, if we ſatisfy 

ourſelves, 


37 Prov. xi 14. 3® James v. 16. 
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ourſelves, as the many do, with hearing, it 
may be, a Sermon on a Sunday. We mult 
have theſe great truths in our mouths on 
other days, delight to ſpeak of our eternal 
concerns, and count the bleſſing of the cam- 
munion of ſaints, in all the branches of it, 
among our chief enjoyments upon earth. It 
is impoſſible for any Miniſter in the world 
to take the full and particular care of each 
individual of his flock : his work is rather 
to preach the word ©. It is every man's bu- 
ſineſs * to exhort his brother daily . And 
wherever there is any ſpiritual life among us, 
there will neceſlarily ariſe a deſire to converſe 
together about the things of Gop; to“ watch 
over one another with a godly jealouſy***; 
to open our hearts freely; to ſpeak our ſuſ- 
picions; to rebuke with freedom and tender- 
neſs, and to © build up each other in our 
* moſt holy. faith . The practice of true 
Holineſs 1s never ſo conſpicuous as where this 
genuine ſimplicity of heart, and enlarged cha- 
rity to the brethren, ſhew themſelves by a 
free and heart-ſearching converſation toge- 
ther. Self-deceit is then more detected, the 
principles more ſifted, miſtakes diſcovered, 
backſlidings reproved, and if a man fin, he 

18 
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| 
| 
| 
| 


r — ee IE} ͤ V :: 
* - 
« — A " * 
* A + 


— , 8 - * 
— — a a *> — Tr TE: — 
. 


—— — ͤ wö—— —— —— — 


3 „ K ˖öð ? —ůĩů —jßĩj— — — — ˙ j — 


298 The Means of Holineſs. Serm. 13. 


is * reſtored in the ſpirit of meckneſs *®. If 
I was to aſcribe the Inkewarm and unorna- 
mental walk of thoſe who make a profeſſion 
of Religion to any one cauſe, perhaps it is as 
much owing to this as any, that they want 
the true ſimplicity of heart which would lead 
them to more experimental converſation ; in- 
ſtead of that trifling, general, uncdifying diſ- 
courſe which uſually prevails amongſt them : 
A religious kind of Goſſiping, and juſtly cen- 
fared by thoſe who are 20 ht, as a prying 
into others faults, inſtead of diſcovering and 
amending their own. 


Srxthly, T would conclude with recom- 
mending a ſerious and devout attendance at 
the LorDy's table. Nothing can have a more 
direct tendency to quicken us in the good 
ways of the LoRD, than that ordinance in 
which our Savioux makes all Ins love to pals 
before us. What can kindle in our hearts 
ſuch a flame of love, fo greatly confirm our 
faith, enliven our zeal, increaſe our hatred of 
fin, or urge us to copy his example, as when 
we are remembring the Loxp's death, when 
we are commemorating his blood-ſhedding 
for us, refle& upon the evil of ſin, and ſee 
that holy Lamb of Gop leading the way before 

us 
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us in the path of righteouſneſs? Hither there- 
fore ſhould we often repair, to renew our 
ſolemn ſurrender of ourſelves to him, and to 
reccive the pledges of his everlaſting love to 
us. Whenever we have opportunity with 
delight approaching his table, and eating and 
drinking his body and blood, with true dif- 
cernment, to the ſtrengthning and refreſhing 
our fouls, This will continually ſerve to 
bind our hearts in bonds of nearer union to 
our holy Head, and oblige us to walk wor- 
thy theſe folemn engagements “ in all holy 
* converſation and godimeſs; adorning the 
* goctrine of Gop our SAVIOUR “; and con- 
vincing the world, that the religion of Jus 
hath a power and efficacy to caſt the whole 
man into its mold: not merely to diſtinguiſh 
us from others by a chriſtian name, but by 
a divine nature: ſo that we become * one 
„ with him and he with us“. 


Happy are they who in theſe things ſeek 
daily to abide and abound. They cannot 
fail of ſucceſs. Holineſs thus will become 
more our habit and diſpoſition; * continually 
* exerciling ourſelves unto godlinefs*, we ſhall 
ſtrengthen ourſelves day by day mightily ; 
until all our enemies being put under our 

feet, 
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feet, our warfare will be finally ended, and 
we ſhall go where there is no more corrup- 
tion, no more ſin, no more enemies, no more 
danger, no more need of wreſtling, watching, 
praying, labouring ; but that which is perfect 
being come, our work of Holineſs will be ac- 
compliſhed, and an eternity of happineſs ſhall 
receive us. There we ſhall e Gop; ſhall 
be with bim, and be hke him, and * enter into 
that reſt *, which no tongue can deſcribe 
nor heart conceive, nobly called in our Li- 
turgy, © our final conſummation m bliſs, 
* both in body and ſoul, in his eternal glory.” 


I have only to add my ardent prayers and 
wiſhes, that every one of you may be uſing 
theſe means, that you may come to this happy 
end. And if but one ſoul only be influenced 
ther &by, I ſhall think all my pains amply re- 
paid, when I thall meet you in the great day 
of our Redeemer, and this labour of love 
among others be laid at his feet to your joy 
as well as my own. May his Grace bleſs 
what his Grace hath helped me to ſpeak, 
and to Him ſhall all the praiſe and glory bs 
aſcribed for ever and ever. 
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| PROVERBS XII. 28. 
In the way of righteouſneſs is life, and in the 
path-way thereof there is no death, © 


FX T is a common and dangerous pre- 

| 11 judice which is entertained againſt 
"WY the ways of true Religion, that 
they are dull, forbidding and me- 
lancholy : and hence young people eſpecially 
are diſcouraged by the gloomy proſpect; and 
regard a life of holineſs as obliging them to 
part with every preſent enjoyment for auſte- 
rities and mortifications, little leſs than a cell 
and ſackcloth. And perhaps the miſtakes of 
ſome profeſſors of godlineſs have not a little 
contributed to confirm theſe prejudices: who, 
whilſt they have ſubſtituted moroſeneſs for 
gravity, and reckoned a downcaſt look and 


darkned brow the proper index of a ſerious 
mind, 
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mind, have put freſh ſtumbling-blocks in 


the way of thoſe who judge chiefly by ap- 
pearances. But there is no real cauſe for this 
in the nature of the religion of Irsus. Juſt 


the contrary. As none enjoy ſo much inward 


peace and ſerenity, none can have ſo much 
cauſe for chearfulneſs as they who, walking 
* humbly with Gop *, ſeek in the firſt place 
„his kingdom and righteouſneſs **. The ſons 
of God, like Iſaac, are truly *ſons of laughter“; 
not the boiſterous mirth of fools, or the in- 
temperate ſallies of wantonneſs, but an ha- 
bitual compoſure and delightful calm, are the 
privileges of the ſouls of thoſe who have an 
intereſt in everlaſting promiſes, and * are the 
* ſons and daughters of the Lox o Almighty **. 
It is the intereſt indeed of the grand enemy 
of ſouls to miſrepreſent the paths of duty, to 
frighten us from purſuing them by lying ſug- 
geſtions ; and, like the ſpies who went up to 
view the promiſed Canaan, to © bring an evil 
* report on the good land**: thus he diſcou- 
rages the hearts of thoſe who are willing to 
enter. But“ let no man's heart fail **: can 
it be imagined that Gop ever intended reli- 


gion 


: Micah vi. 8. 2 Matt. vi. 33. 
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gion ſhould leſſen our happineſs below? and 
that he ſhould leave to a * world lying in 
* wickedneſs *, enjoyments greater than his 
own children poſſeſs? „that be far from him. 
He hath provided ior them upon earth the 
chief portion, and intends the comforts of 
their faithful ſervice in this life ſhall be the 
foretaſtes of their eternal bleſſedneſs in a 
better. For *in the way of righteouſneſs *, 
and in this alone, * is life, the truly happy 
life; and“ in the path-way thereof *, to all 
who abide in it, there is no death“; but 
glory, honour and immortality, await them 
in the manſions of bliſs above. 


To enter more explicitly into the proof of 
this, I would obſerve, that happineſs is to 
be obtained either from the gratifications of 
ſenſe, and the enjoyments of the world, or 
from the denial of theſe 1n a life of Faith and 
Holineſs: which two are contrary the one to 
the other; and as far as the foul is engaged 
in the purſuit of the one, it will deſpiſe or 
difrehſh the other. Now if it can be proved 
that the world and the things of it cannot 
afford us the happineſs we want, and that 
the ſervice of the Lorp, and the conſciouſ- 
'nels of his favour, can “ give us exceeding 
® abundantly 
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* abundantly above all we can aſk or think; 
then ſurely we ſhall act as fooliſhly as fin- 
fully, to ſeek “ from broken ciſterns, which 
* can hold no water '*, thoſe draughts of 
happineſs, which the living waters that flow 


from the rock CnrisT can only miniſter to 
the ſoul. 


The world promiſes happineſs from three 
great ſources; Pleaſure, Riches, and Honour. 
But neither of theſe fulfil their promiſes to 
us either in life or death. The * god of this 
world, who was a liar from the beginning **, 
doth ever prove ſo to thoſe who, deceived by 
his offers, purſue as their happineſs “ the 
* things which are ſeen and temporal, inſtead 
* of the things which are not ſeen and are 
* eternal * . 


I. The world promiſes us happineſs from 
the enjoyment of Pleaſure. Decked in the 
attire of faſhion, this ſmiling Delilah * ſitteth 
* in the high places of the city“; and with in- 
viting tongue deludes the young and thought- 
leſs into her ſnare, with aſſurances of every 
bliſs. © I have perfumed my bed with myrrh 
and cinnamon; come, let us take our fill 


” of 
6 Epheſ. iii. 20. 7 Jer. ii. 13. 
$ John vii. 44. 9 2 Cor. iv, 18. 


Serm. 14. The Bleſſedneſs of the Righteous: 305- 


of love until the morning, let us ſolace 
* ourſelves with loves *. But how are theſe 
promiſes fulfilled? Scripture and experience 


will quickly determine. 


Who of all men under tlie ſun ever more 
diligently ſought happineſs from indulgence 
than Sc/omon? or who had ſuch opportunities 
of boundleſs gratification? A King, abſolute 
in his government, flowing with abundance, 
bleſt with the moſt. refined taſte, and endued 
with the tendereſt ſenſibility: ſec him eager in 
the purſuit, and determined to ſpare no pains 
or colt to taſte the ſweeteſt draughts of that 
Circean cup. *I ſaid in my heart, Go to now, 
* Iwill prove thee with mirth, therefore enjoy 
pleaſure . Straight Pleaſure and Mirth 
rang through his palaces? ; Luxury crowned 
the board, Wine ſparkled in the flowing bowl, 
Harmony charmed the ear, and Paſſion rioted 
in the arms of Beauty: thus for a while the 
Court of Comus was in Zion. I withheld not, 
* ſays Solomon, my heart from any joy *. But 
after trial did it recommend the experiment ? 
No; * Behold, this alſo is vanity. I faid of 
11 laughter, it is mad; and of mirth, what 
A * doth it!? Theſe poor unſatisfying delights 

X intirely 


10 Prov. vii. 18. 1 Eccleſ. ii 1. 
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intirely diſappointed his appetite; an immortal 


ſoul could taſte no real joy from the low gra- 
i of a Dealt, however . N 75 

And a not every day's experience the 
ſame? Look into your own heart, and ſay, 
what happineſs have all your pleaſures brought 


you? Have you not ever been diſappointed 


in their poſſeſſion, and graſped a' ſhadow 
where you thought to embrace a ſubſtance? 


Your heart hath beat high in the prof] pect 
of ſome delightful ſcene ; but when-it came, 


it palled upon the taſte, was rather tireſome 
than pleaſing, and diſguſted more than it de- 


lighted you. And in an hour of retirement, 
when reflection retur ned, and the deluſions 


of imagination gave way to the juſt remon- 


ſtrances of conſcience; how ſenſibly and pain- 


fully have you felt, that you chaſed a phantom 
of happineſs, which proved to be real ” vanity 


and vexation of ſpirit "7 You beat the dull 


1 


joy you taſted in it, as becauſe you knew not 
how otherwiſe to employ yourſelf; and took 
refuge in this courſe of ſtudied forgetfulneſs, 
to avoid the diſagreeable taſk of looking in- 
ward, and to ſilence the ſecret diſcontent of 
an unſatisfied mind. The abſence of Gop, 

the 
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the fountain of all conſolation, hath left a 
void which nothing but himſelf can fill. 


This is all the happineſs of the young, the 
gay, and the admired: yea, too often (ſhame- 
ful to tell) of thoſe alſo, whoſe deſires of Plea- 
ſure have outlived their power of enjoyment ; 
and wrinkles and gray hairs proclaim their 
folly as great as their ſin. And is it for this 
that Religion is neglected, and all the plea- 
ſures of Cy81sT's delightful Service ſcorned 


and rejected! 


: But there are delights to be found in the 


ways of CHRIST which a pleafure-loving 


world ” knoweth not of. Not as the world 
, giveth, lays he, give I unto you. No: 
his“ joy is ſuch as ſtrangers to him inter- 


* meddle not with** ; it is a pleaſure ſuited 


to the ſtate of an immortal ſoul; a pleaſure 
ariſing from the ſenſe of the Ervour and love 
of the ever-bleſſed Gop; a pleaſure which 
immediately flows fram the ſervice we are 
engaged in, and accompanies the foul in 
every reflection upon it; a pleaſure that riſing 
within in the heart, burſts forth in ſtreams 
of peace and joy, and continues increaſing to 
eternity, as a well of water ſpringing up into 


* „ 
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* everlaſting life . Theearthly vanities you 
purſue; eſtrange your hearts farther from Gon 
than they are by nature. Theſe carnal de- 
lights debaſe the ſoul, and forge new chains to 
: keep you eternal priſoners under the bondage 
of corruption: *for his ſervants yeare towhom 
vou obey ”. And how can there be plea- 
ſure in ſlavery, or happineſs in chains? But 
when you return to CuR1sT as your portion, 

tired with the fruitleſs purſuits of the paſt, 

mourning over ſo much time abuſed, ſo many 
talents ſquandered, ſo much torgetfulneſs of 
Gop; then you. begin- to enter into reſt. 

CuR1sT ſhews you in his blood the purchaſe 
he hath made for you of preſent happineſs 
and future glory: and invites you to come 
to © fountains of living waters, inſtead of the 
broken ciſterns* at which you have toiled 
fo long in vain to draw. Being Jultrhed by 
Faith, we have peace with Gop . And 
theſe are among the firſt- fruits of the Spirit, 

which they who believe in him do receive, 
peace and joy *. It is true, to a pleaſure- 
loving ſoul thele, like objects ſeen by a jaun- 
diced eye, are ever miſrepreſented, The way to 
them through the valley of humiliation looks 
forbidding; and a life of ſelf-denial and mor- 


of * tification 
16 John iv. 14. * Rom. v. 4. 
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* tification of our members upon-earth*®, ne- 
ceſſary to our continuance in his love, ſeems 
to promiſe nothing but wretchedneſs. But 
they who make the trial find the difference, 
and are ready to ſet their ſeal to Goy's truth; 
and to declare that they have not been, as 
before, diſappointed of their hopes. Each 
ſtep taken in CHRIST's ways brings pleaſant- 
neſs and peace. The very mournings of the 


ſoul returning to its reſt in him are delight- 


ful; and none know the joy of the tears of 
- penitence but thoſe who drop them. Rough 
as the way appears, it is but as the gloomy 
avenue (not in itſelf deſtitute of pleaſure) 
which opens to ſome delightful proſpect: and 
theſe ſweet ſorrows are quickly followed by 
peace and joy in believing *. Nor for a 
time only, but all life through the proſpect 
brightens, the pleaſure is heightned. The in- 
tercourſe of. the beheving foul with Gop in 
ſecret meditation; the communion main- 
tained with him in acts of prayer, and ſilent 
aſpirations to him; the growing conformity 
of our hearts to his image, who 18 © glorious 
in holineſs a; the different joy that Chriſtian 
fellowſhip brings from any of the friendſhips 
of this world; together with the reviving hope 
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of, and eager looking for, * that glory which 
* ſhall be revealed in us , when from dtink- 
ing of the ſtreams below we ſhall go to drink 
at the fountain-head above; 2heſe are ſources 
of ſolid, ſubſtantial, rational pleaſures, as 
much ſuperior to the poor joys of ſenſe, as the 
mild ſunſhine and genial warmth of a long 
and temperate ſummer exceed the ſuddenly 
, Expiring and crackling blaze of tnorns. 


I. The would propoſe happineſs bother 
in affluence. Money 1s counted the one thing 
_* needful*: Money is ſuppoſed to bring all 
the other bleflings of this life with it. Under 
this perſuaſion, like the horſe- leach's two 
daughters, the worldly mind cries, Give, 
give“; joining houſe to houſe, and field to 

* field *; ard herein ſeeks its felicity. But 
of this it mn be ſaid, happineſs is not here. 
The world cannot give it: its abundance 

uſually removes us farther from it; will not 
permit us to know reſt or peace. On principles 
of Reaſon it ſhould ſeem evident, that all the 
treaſures upon earth can never ſatisfy a ſoul 
that is immortal; and ſcripture fully affures 
us of it. A man's life (meaning the com- 
fort of it) *conſiſteth not in the abundance 
— 5 ” of 
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* of the things he poſlefieth*'*, St Paul, de- 
ſeribing thoſe who ſubſtitute. gain for godli- 
nels, informs us, that ” they who will be rich 
fall into temptation, and a ſnare, and into 
many fooliſh and hurttul luſts, whichdrown 
men in perdition and deſtruction***. And 
our bleſſed Loxp hath left us this awful de- 
clar ation, * How hardly ſhall they that have 
* riches enter into the kingdom of Gop! It is 
* eaſier for a camel to go through the eye of 
a needle, than for a rich man to enter into 
the kingdom of Gop ** . Surely then ſuch 
acquiſitions are little ſuited to adminiſter the 
joy they promiſe. And whoſe experience doth 
not. witneſs 1t? we fooliſhly call the rich happy. 
But could we ſee their anxious care, their in- 
ward reſtleſſneſs, the miſery of deſires delayed 
or diſappointed, which ſometimes attends « even 
the moſt fortunate; could we know their con- 
ſtant fears of loſing, and thirſt for more, which 
ſuffers them not to enjoy their preſent gains; 
could we follow one © making haſte to be 
A mich* 5 through all his toils and labours, his 
weary days and ſleepleſs nights, and all his 
various vexations; we ſhould be fully con- 
vinced of the truth of his, that he who in- 
creaſeth riches increaſeth ſorrow. I may 

X 4 appcal 
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appeal to every man's heart who hath ſought 
happineſs from this quarter, if this hath not 
been his caſe. Vou promiſed yourſelf you 
ſhould by and by be happy, when the other 
thouſand was added to your ſtock, or the 
next purchaſe enlarged your eſtate: you had 
your wiſh, and yet you ſtill wanted; ſome- 
thing was lacking. Vou propoſed new ad- 
ditions; and waited for your happineſs again. 
But a new thirſt urged you again to' new 
toils: and if the time ſhould ever cotne that 
yon thall think you have enough, and,” like 
the rich man in the Goſpel, ” begin to pull 
don your barns and build greater; and 
are ready to ſay to your foul; Soul, thou 
* haſt much goods laid up for many years; 
take thine eaſe; eat, drink, and de merry * 
then expect the final rep in that 


* " * - 
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this preſent world, and * truſt in uncertain 
* riches more wan! in the living Gop © * 


But hath not Crmer ſomething more 
ſatis/ying to beſtow ; ſomething more durable 
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to give to thoſe who ſeek their happineſs in 
him? Yes, verily. - I counſel thee, ſays he, 
© to buy of me fine gold, that thou mayſt 
u be rich * CHRIST is a portion, adequate 
to the boundleſs deſires of the ſoul; and 
* the unſearchable riches of his Grace“ make 
the poſſeſſor at once affluent and happy. 
What -are beds of fapphires, or rocks: of 
diamonds, compared with that blood which 
ſprinkles us from our ſins; the pardon of the 
leaſt of which the univerſe cannot purchaſe? 
Is not the gift of Faith more precious than 
# gold which is tried in the fire“? and 
every divine temper better than “ clothing of 
* wrought gold“? Theſe are preſent poſſeſ- 
fions; more ſubſtantial goods than the trea- 
ſures of both the 1dzes. Yet * here is not our 
” abiding city“: this is not our inheritance, 
our home. We look for “ an inheritance 
* incorruptible, undefiled, which fadeth not 
* away. Treaſures laid up for us in a king- 
= dom, where moth doth not corrupt, nor 
's thieves break through and ſteal**; A man- 
* ſion prepared for us in the city of our Gop; 
* a city, whoſe ſtreets are gold, whoſe gates 
are pearl, and whoſe foundations are pre- 

cious 
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* Peter i. 4. 32 Matt. vi. 20. 
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-*,cious ſtones The moment therefore we 
begin. to find our ALL in CuRIS, torment- 
ing care and reſtleſs anxiety no longer diſturb 
- our repoſe: we.” riſe up in peace, for the 
Lob ſuſtaineth us“; we lie down without 
a fear of loſing what we have laid up with 
him, ho is able to keep that good thing we 
have committed to him againſt that day 
Thus we can always ſay with the bleſſed 
- Apoſtle, © I poſſeſs all things, and abound *, 
We have learnt that great leſſon, in what- 
u ſoever ſtate we are therewith to becontent**; 
and find that godlineſs with contentment is 
1 _ wer 


Let any man compare this ſtate of a foul 
en in the way of righteouſneſs with the 
former; and ſay, if ſuch an one hath not 
choſen the better part. And this is not an ideal 
character; it is, bleſſed be God! the expe- 
rience of thouſands, who every day * go on 
their way rejoicing”; and of many too, who, 
under the ſevereſt preſſures of poverty and 
want, find in Jesvs CHRIST that bid trea- 
"is they would not exchange for“ thou- 

0 5 ſands 

* 33 Rev. xxi. 10—19. % 2 Tim. 1. 13. 

35 Phil. iv. 18. 36 Phil. iv. 11. 
1 Tim, vi. 6. Matt. xiii, 44. 
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* ſands of gold and filver. For Gop hath 
* choſen the poor in this world, rich in Faith, 
* and heirs of the kingdom, which he hath 
# promiſed to thoſe that love him? *. It is 
true, the preſent comfort which the riches of 
CuRIST adminiſter above the vain faſhion 
of a world which * periſheth in the uſing *, 
may hardly be made evident to the worldly- 
minded, „the god of this world having blinded 
their eyes“ , yet is it experimentally known 
by thoſe who poſſeſs it; and rejoiced in, as 
the moſt enduring ſubſtance, the moſt ſatiſ- 
fying reality. 


III. The world ſeeks to enſnare mens ſouls, 
and promiſes them happineſs in the poſſeſſion 
of Honour. And indeed, to be diſtinguiſhed 
in the world, treated with reſpect, ſpoken of 
with admiration, careſſed by ſuperiors, and 
imitated and admired by equals as a pattern; 
theſe are things exceeding pleaſing to the heart 
of a natural man, and engage many far above 
the vanities of pleaſure or the ſordidneſs of 
gain. Yet doth the deſire of worldly eſteem 
remove the ſoul as much from true happineſs 
as either of the former. The enjoyment 
ariſing from the Honour which cometh from 

man 

39 James ii. 5, 42 2 Cor. iv. 4. 
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man ſtands continually on a precarious foun- 
dation; it totters before every blaſt of diſ- 
reſpect, and every rumour of malevolence. 
Even here below, like graſs on the houſe- 
top, it often; withereth before it is plucked 
up. For What can ſtand before envy? 
The hopes of men, like bubbles in the air, 
uſually burſt as they expand. The labours 
of Ambition are diſappointed; the pride of 
Honour mortified, the idol of Reputation 
broken to pieces, and the Friendſhips of the 
world generally faithleſs. Would a man who 
hath made this his road to happineſs but re- 
flect, he would be obliged to confeſs, that he 
Had been torturing himſelf to conform to the 
humours and faſhions of the world, ſeeking 
a phantom of reputation light as à ſhadow, 
graſping after a diſtinction vain and infigni- 
ficant, making his happineſs depend on the 
beck or breath of a worm like himſelf, and 
{ſtoring up for himſelf many forrows, which 
in the preſent chagrin he muſt be often ex- 
poſed to, or (if he ſhould be happily brought 
to a ſenſe of this folly and fin) in breaking 
"thoſe bands of eſteem, and getting rid of the 
connections vhich were before the buſineſs 
and deſire of his life. Indeed it is not in 
mam to create a happineſs from himſelf; it 
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is not in man to communicate it to others. 
It were abſurd indeed to ſuppoſe, that Gon 
would ſuffer any of his creatures to enjoy A 
happineſs independent of himſelf. And more 
fo, that nul men, whom miſery follows as 
their ſhadow, fhould be able thus to make 
Rs other happy. 


But what ſhall we ſay when we confider 
farther, what God hath declared of ſuch 
lovers of human honour: = Curſed is the 
© man that truſteth in man, and maketh fleſh 
* his arm“. The friendſhip of the world is 
enmity with Gop. Whoſoever will be the 
# friend of the wdrld is the enemy of Gop**. 
Ho can you believe who ſeek honour one 
of another **? If I yet pleaſed men, I ſhould 
not be the ſervant of CHRIST“. Go then, 
and with theſe expreſs declarations. of GO 
againſt you, dare to be happy. O wretched 


happineſs of the world, that hath the curſe 


of Gon reſting upon it for ever! 


But in the ways of righteouſneſs is true 
happineſs ariſing from true honour, * the 
# honour which cometh from Gop“. An ho- 
nour that depends not on the breath of man 


0 „ „ 17 08 
4 Jer. xvü. 5. 42" James iv. 4. 
47 Jchn v. 44. Gal. 1. 10. 


| 


318 The Bleſſedntfs of the Rightecut. Serm. 14. 
to giyt or take away. An honour the higheſt 
any mortal is capable of conceiving or enjoy- 
ing. Behold, ſays St Jahn, what manner of 
* love the Father hath beſtowed upon us, that 
” we:ſhould be called Tye SONS of GOD. 
What dignity like this, to be © the heirs of 
. ® Gop and joint-heirs with Cur1sT** *? The 
higheſt pinnacle of human glory is infinitely. 
more beneath it, than earth is diſtant from 
the remoteſt ſtar. What connections can be ſo 
great and honourable as * fellowſhip with the 
s Father and with his Son IESsus CRRIST VA 
No favour here will be denied us. Aſk; 
* and ye ſhall receive . For he hath 
* never ſaid to any of the ſeed of Jacob, Seek 
ye my face in vain *? *®, What honour cant 
be equal to that which the Gop of glory be- 
ſtows on his favourite children? Thoſe that 
* honour me I will honour *, Or what 
regard ſo deſirable as his? If a man keep 
my commandments, my Father and I will 
* love him, and come unto him, and make 
* Our abode with him . And their * fa- 
* your is better than the life itſelf ***, A 
- favour, more enduring than the foundations 


Wet fail of 

John ili. 14. „ Rom. vil; 17. 8 
47 1 John i. z. 45 Joan xvi. 24. 

40 Ifai. xlv. 190. 3 1 Sam. ii, 30. 


31 John xiv. 23. 9 ſal. Ixiii. 3. 
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of the earth; not like the precarious eſteem ' 


of man, but ariſing from the everlaſting love 
and faithfulneſs of Gop. A favour, which: 


ſecures our happineſs when all below threatens 
to deſtroy it. A favour, that makes the poſ- 
ſeſſor of it ſuperior to all human diſgrace, 
unmoved at reproach, ſatisfied under oppreſ- 


tion, and welcoming the croſs of CugrsT - 
with all its ignominy. A due ſenſe of the 


nature of this favour it was which wrought 
in Moſes to“ count the reproach of CHRIS 
greater riches than the treaſures of Egypt ; 
greater honour than to be called the fon of 
* Pharoah's daughter *. This made the diſ- 
ciples of Jesus come from ſtripes and impri- 


ſonment, * rejoicing that they were counted 
# worthy to ſuffer ſhame for his name ſake***. 
Now ſurely theſe mult be paths of true Hap- 
pineſs, that can thus make the ſoul to ceaſe 


from man, to rejoice 1n tribulation, to enjoy 
itſelf independent of the world ; honoured of 
Gop when moſt deſpiſed of man, and peace- 


ful and eaſy, even when * caſt out as the filth 


and offscouring of all things “. 


Thus here below, the foul which makes 


CuR1sT its portion, his word its guide, his 
will 
53 Heb. xi. 26. 5+ Heb. xi. 24. 

* Ads v. 41. | 
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will its pleaſure, his grace its riches, bis 
honour its ambition, his ſervice its delight, 
u holds on its way and waxes ſtronger and 
u ſtronger * ; enjoying the preſent ſenſe of the 
divine favour, and happy in the aſſured hope 
of the * glory, honour and nm pre- 
r for him in heaven 


The a of the way of righteouſneſs 
is yet more convincingly felt when death 
comes to put a final period to this mortal 
ſcene. This awful hour, that ſtrips off the 
tinſel coverings of folly, ſtamps vanity on all 
beneath the ſun, and ſhews the inſignificance 
of time, and the importance of eternity, diſ- 
plays peculiarly the delights of the religion 
of Jesus. What can the world in that day 
offer its fooliſh votaries? Will a party of 
pleaſure ſuit the chamber of diſeaſe? or the 
ſongs of folly any more delight the ear that 
liſtens with reſtleſs impatience to the ſtriking 
hour? What muſic will harmonize with 
dying groans? or what enjoyment can the 
brilliant or brocade afford, when the ſhroud 
is ready to ſupplant them ? Will the ſpark- 
ling bowl revive any longer when the parched 
tongue begins to falter? or beauty kindle 


7 a * 
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the unhallowed fire when death fits on the eye- 
lids, and chilling coldneſs begins to creep 
over the heart? Alas! too late! © Vanity of 
* yanities, all is vanity *”*, is now ſeen in 
characters too legible to be overlooked. The 
retroſpect on a life ſpent in Pleaſure, / in 
Plays, and Operas, and Drums, and Routs, 
and Balls, and Cards, and idle Viſitings, or 
thoſe lower ſcenes of vanity which equally 
engage the vulgar mind; even zheſeſ(ſuppoling 
we are free from the groſſer pollutions of the 
world) will fill the foul with pangs of re- 
morſe and foreboding fears. Then ſhall we 
know what we have loſt by neglecting Jesus 
and the ways of righteouſneſs ; and be made 
to feel, what before we would not attend to, 
that theſe were not the paths of real Plea- 
ſure; were miſerable comforts; unable to 
abide the teſt of a dying hour. © Ah Pleaſure, 
* Pleaſure, (will ſuch an one ſay) thou ſor- 
* cereſs ! thou deſtroyer of my ſoul! Thou 
* once ſmiledſt as with the charms of inno- 
ce cence, now ] feel thee * ſting as a viper. 
* Where are thy promiſes of delight? Fool 
ce that I was to believe thee; and for the un- 
e ſatisfying gratifications of ſenie, to reject 
te the real joy which Jesus, that neglected 

bh © Saviour, 

57 Eccleſ. i. 2. 58 Prov. xxili. 32. 
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Fe Saviour, | offered to give. me at this hour. 
No ] am comfortleſs; I have trifled away 
** my golden ſands; I have forgotten Gop, 
ff and he hath forſaken me. How dearly 
** have I bought my vanities ? The pleaſures 
e of fin were but momentary, but the pains 
* of it are eternal.” Such. reflections will 
often ariſe, and cloſe the ſcene. of vanity, 
And the dying hour will extort thoſe con- 
feſſions of truth from the conſcience, in ſpite 
of the cruel kindneſs of Friends and Phyſi- 
cians, labouring to amuſe and divert from 
theſe racking thoughts the foul which ſtands 
n the verge of eternity. 


But will R:ches bear that day's trial better? 
Ah! they who have“ put in the fine gold 
their confidence, will find that * it pro- 
fits not in a day of wrath ***, When death 
lifts his arm, and, ſwift as lightning, his 
winged meſſengers, diſeaſe and pain, enter the 
heart, vain is the hoarded treaſure. See that 
generally eſteemed happy man, who truſted 
in 'Riches, ſtretched - upon the bed of lan- 


guiſhing ; his body is panting ſor breath; 
his- throat is parched ; his heart flutters; his 
eyes grow dim; reſtleſs he turns, and turns 
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again; fleep hath roll his eyelids, pain 
tortures him every moment, and lite's filver 
cord is looſing. What joy now can Riches 
bring? Surround his dying bed with bags of 
cold, will they alleviate the pains of the body, 
purchaſe a moment's reſpite from death, or 
ſilence the agonizing remonſtrances of con- 
ſcience? Alas! a golden god is a dumb idol, 
neither © able to kill nor make alive“. Then, 
where earth and only earth hath been the 
purſuit, what a wretched ſtate muſt it needs 
be, to be torn from all men counted Hap- 
pineſs, to leave this dear world behind them 
for ever, to go—ah, whither? not to“ trea- 
* ſures laid up for them in heaven”, not to 
the place, where they have made themſelves 
friends of the mammon of unrighteouſneſs*; 
but where that rich man went, who * lift up 
* his eyes in torment ***, becaule in this lite 
he had received © his good things, and was 
# rich in this world, but was not rich to- 
„ wards Gop *' *, 


Now this is the boaſted happineſs of num- 
bers; this the unutterable Pleaſure of dying 


worth ſo many thouſand pounds. O the 


ſtrange ſtupidity of man | 
Y 2 Nor 


©? Luks xvi. 23, 6: Like xii 21. 
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Nor will Honcur or Eſteem make our de- 
parture at all more ſatisfactory. What will 
it then avail you, that you have been careſſed 
in the world when you are ready to leave it? 
If you have made Diſtinction your joy, how 
will your pride be mortified when you go to 
the grave and mix with common duſt, where 
no crouded levee attends you, unleſs the 
worms which cover you ? 


. Lee, ts ee. L... rege, 
2 $194, ref Learning hath been your idol, you will 


find no difference in death; the wiſe man 
* dieth as the fool, and then all his thoughts 
* periſh**#®. Nor will any of your attain- 
ments in ſcience, your {kill in languages, the 
refinedneſs of your taſte, or depth of your 
penetration, 1n that day profit you more than 
they did the great Grotius, who with his dying 
lips is reported to have complained, Heu vitam 
er didi operefe nibil agrnes ; © I have waſted my 
* hte in inceſſant toil, and have done no- 
« thing.” 


What ſatisfaction will it be to you, that, 
after you are dead, your name ſhall be in- 
graved in the annals of Fame, if it be not 
tound © written in the Lamb's book of life *? 

| All 
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All your Honours then will be as inſignificant 
as the eſcutcheons on your coffin; and ſtand 
you in no more ſtead either to comfort your 
poor ſoul, or to acquit you before the Gop 
Who is no reſpecter of perſons *. 


Such thoughts perhaps may find their way 
to you at laſt, and cannot but produce ſelf- 
condemnation and heart-rending anguiſh : 
proofs too pregnant, that the ways which 
brought you hither, though ſtrewed with 
flowers, were neither the paths of life below, 
nor of hope above. 


But in that awful ſeaſon, when all human 
comforts fail, the ways of righteouſneſs, that 
were ever Life and Happineſs, then peculiarly 
are endeared to us; for“ in the path- way 
* thereof there is no death *. The living 
image of Go, the real Chriſtian ſets like the 
weſtern ſun after its ſhining courſe, not loſt 
in the ocean of the grave, but onward moves 
to illumine a new horizon. His pleaſures 
upon earth were all ſpiritual; his chief joy 
was * a reconciled Gop in CuR1sT “*, appre- 
hended by faith as his covenant Gop, his 
everlaſting portion: for this Gop, he ſays, 
2 is my Gop for ever and ever, he ſhall be 

- my 
©3 Acts x. 34. 
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© my guide even unto death. What wong 
der then, if, when he knows he is haſting 
to. his bliſsful preſence, to ſee him as he 
„is ei, face to face , his heart exults in the 
ex xpectation His higheſt ; joys here on earth 
were ſtill imperiect ; and, though infinitely 
ſuperior to the poor joys of ſenſe, unſpeak- 
ably below what he hopes for in that king- 
dom, © where Gop hath prepared for thoſe 
„that love him ſuch good things as paſs 
© man's underſtanding*®*. He looks back on 
the paſt ; (for the reflection is pleaſing) and 
whilſt with thankfulneſs he traces the evi- 
dences of God's love, adores the Grace which 
he hath taſted; diſclaims all merit, yet con- 
fident in hope of the glory which ſhall be 
revealed, expects eternal life the gift of Go 
*in Jrsus CuRIST . His preſent peaceful 
ſtate amply repays all tlie labours of a life of 
righteouſneſs; and if, inſtead of the comforts 
which have followed him all the days of his 
pilgrimage, he had never taſted eaſe before, 
he would confeſs that the paths which led 
him to ſuch happineſs in the pangs of death, 
muſt needs be paths of life and peace. Eter- 
nity. now opens its unbounded enn the 
T 1 en: 
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crown of glory, which fadeth not away *, 
Mines before him. Angels ſurround his bed, 
ready to receive his departing ſoul, and bear 
it on their wings to the Paradiſe of Gop. 

Hark! how they ſhout through the ſkies! 
Lift up your heads, ye gates; and be ye 
lift up, ye everlaſting doors, that the Heir 
* of glory may come in ; Jesus, the Gop 
of Angels, ſtands ready to welcome him to 
his boſom, and place him at his right hand 
on a throne of glory. They ſhall fit down 
© with me, ſays he, on my throne, as I am 
i ſet down with my Father on his throne® 

Far therefore from trembling at the thoughts 
of parting from the body, as the pleaſure- 
loving, the rich, the eſteemed of this world, 

who have received their conſolation; far from 
the deſire to ſtay, or caſting longing, lingring 
looks behind on a world he knows not how 
to part with; the believing ſcul ſtretches forth 
itſelf to heaven, looks upwards and forwards 
with delight, nor dreads the dark valley of 
the ſhadow of death; for there ſtand the 
golden gates of life and immortality. Big 
with the expectations of eternal glory, ra- 
viſhed with the foretaſtes of his mighty bliſs, 
the ſoul burns with the very fervent deſire it 


hath 


„ Rev. ill. 21. 
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bath to depart and be with Cux IST, which 
is far better. And in a moment all its 
deſires are accompliſhed ; ® Mortality is ſwal- 
* lowed up of life. 


Theſe are glorious and reviving truths ; 
not the flights of fancy, but the declarations 
of Gop,. and witneſſed to by the death of 
thouſands, who, with good old Simeon, have 
cried, * Now, Lon p, letteſt thou thy ſervant 
** depart in peace, for mine eyes have ſeen thy 
* ſalvation'”**: and triumphed in the jaws of 
death; O Death, where is thy ſting! O 
2 : Grave, — 18 thy victory * 


Such are the iſſues of the paths of righte- 
ouſneſs, Enough indeed to make the wicked 
fay, Let me die the death of the righteous, 
” and let my latter end be hke his . But 
we muſt firſt be found in the way of Holineſs, 
if we would -partake in the comforts of it. 
My brethren, if you approve the character as 
excellent and would enjoy this bleſſedneſs, 


then go and do likewiſe “. 
70 Phil. 3. 23. 7t 2 Cor. v. 4. | 
72 Luke ii. 29, 73 1 Cor. zv. 35 
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